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EDITORIAL
THE successful agitation by university teachers in Maharashtr;:t for the
adoption of the new scales of pay recommended by the University Grants
Commission has highlighted a number of points that Government, educational
administrators and the teachers themselves will do well to ponder. For unless
everyone concerned draws the righ t lessons from the agitation, higher
education in Maharashtra will soon be indistingu is hable from a fraud on the
student community and society at large.
Chronologically, and from the standpoint of propriety, the party most
to be blamed for the contretemps is the UGC itself. It is none of its business
to make unsolicited recommendations on the pay-scales of teachers in
institutions for which it is not directly responsible. The UGC Act of 1956
does not require the Commission to make any grants to State universities and
colleges outside Delhi except for the development of academic standards.
Such grants ·would include among th eir objectives the strengthening of
libraries and laboratories, support for researc h undertaken by university
teachers and for programmes of their academic improvement. It is difficult
to see how the kind of proposals the Commissio n has been periodically making
for the revision of teachers' pay-scales fall within the purview of its statutory
obligations.
· ' ' ··<J,r.
However, once the Commission made its recommendations, the Government of Maharashtra should have made up its mind in a reasonable period of
time, announced its decision and been prepared to stand by it. In the event,
Government gave the impression of dragging its feet and thus encouraged the
extremist elements in the academic comm unity. Nor did it show any discrimination in adopting the Commission's recommendations, though the Commission has displayed a rather poor judgment of what teachers may or may
not be fairly expected to do in return for higher pay-scales.
For instance, one of the conditions attached to the revised scales is that
teachers wou ld not be paid any remuneration for the work-paper-setting,
invigilation or assessment of answer-scripts-that they may do in connection
with the examinations conducted by their university. Such a stipulation
would be practicable in a college or unitary university, in which faculty and
students form a single face-to-face community and the teacher-examiner
regards the students as 'his own'. In an affiliating university, on the other
hand, the teacher's sense of personal responsibility, which in any case is weak
among Indians, is further eroded by the anonymity and cumbrousness of the
examination system. The present prac tice at least permits those with a
scholarly bent of mind to utilize their vacations in an academically more
satisfying manner provided they are willing to forgo a few hundred rupees of
extra income. Under the new dispensation the serious scholar as well as the
hack worker among the teachers will be required to spend his time on the
same kind of impersonal soul-killing drudgery, and that without any
material incentive.

The wisdom of certain other conditions for the introduction of the new
scales is equally open to question. Thus 'for future recruitment to the posts
of Lecturers in universities as well as in colleges, the minimum qualifications
shall be as may be determined by the University Gmnts Commission from
time to time'. Similarly, 'all appointments of teachers in colleges shall be
made ... on the basis of all-India advertisement', and the recommendations
of the Selection Committees for the appointment of college teachers and
principals 'shall be subject to the approval of the Vice-Chancellor'. In a
country as large and heterogeneous as India, with nearly a hundred universities and 4,000 colleges, such insistence on unifonnity of pattern and
procedure can only lead to a breakdown of the system, or hypocrisy on a
massive scale. It is amazing that neither the State Government nor the
universities appear to have questioned these thoughtless impositions of the
UGC and the Union Ministry of Education.
The teachers too made an equally poor showing. It \Vould be unfair to
blame them for adopting trade union methods in view of the Government's
dithering and the inability of the university authorities to provide leadership
of any kind. But it is sad to think that the only time they could come together
was for demanding higher wages, not for discussing academic issues or
working fot educational reform. Indeed, it is significant that most teachers
are as innocent of the contents of the report of the Education Commission as
of that of the Tariff Commission.
Nor did the teachers exhibit a better sense of professional responsibility
in protesting against the qualifications condition attached to the revised
scales. For persons who demand a salary scale starting at Rs 700 and going up
to Rs I ,600 per month to say that there should be no academic preconditions
to their continued advance along the scale is morally irresponsible and would
make even professional trade unionists blush. Indeed, it is time to consider
whether Government should at all subsidize higher education so long as it
does not have enough funds to give a fair deal to school teachers and improve
the quality and scope of school education. Gandhi, it may be pointed out, was
against Government's spending anything on post-school education. The least
that the Government of Maharashtra can now do is to evolve a fair wage
policy for teachers at all levels of education.
It would have been understandable if the teachers had demanded
security of service, especially for those working in mofussil colleges, and
facilities such as assistance for research and educational travel or convenient
housing on reasonable terms in big cities like Bombay and Poona. Facilities
of this kind would have helped to raise academic standards much better, and
at a lower cost to the public exchequer, than periodic revisions of pay-scales
for all teachers throughout the State. The approach adopted by the Government and university authorities merely shows that they are less concerned
with education than with buying peace at any price. As to the teachers, they
have yet to demonstrate that they deserve the bonanza which they have
received thanks to an irresponsible UGC and a weak administration.
Bombay, 12 April 1975

A. B.S.

G. R. Taneja

UNIVERSITIES IN DELHI
Mt Taneja's article thmws a disturbing light on the condition of university education in the
capital of India. The fact that the author is himself a teacher lends significance to his findings. It
also is a welcome sign that members of the academic community, admittedly only a few at
present, have started taking a critical look at th eir profession. \Ve invite others, especially from
Delhi, to comment on Mr Taneja's article .

wiTH three Central universities-the
. Delhi University, the Jamia Millia
Islnmia and the Jawaharlal Nehru University
-in the capital one would expect that Delhi
provided immense possibilities of higher
learning and that it must attract the seekers
of hTlth and wisdom from all parts of th e
country. Though the capital's claim to be a
national centre of higher education cannot
be questioned, 'the worms have set to work'
and the peace and tranquillity that had
marked the campuses in Delhi is no longer
there. There have been the usual onslaughts
on authority, and the universities too have
suffered in the wake of senseless iconoclasm,
while the crusaders as usual have offered
nothing in place of what they have sought
to demolish. There is the misplaced zeal of
the youth that seeks to engulf all in its
frustration and impotent fury; the torchbearers of learning, the teachers, are wallowing in apathy and supine impassivity; the
leadership is seized principally with the
problem of its own survival. The result is
that higher education in Delhi is in a
shambles .

Delhi University
University was founded in
T HE1922Delhi
with three colleges. Within two
years three more colleges were established.
Two more instih1tions were affiliated to the
Delhi University before Independence. The
present enormous strength of 61 affiliated
institutions was reached after Independence.
Fourteen institutions were added in the late

'forties and the 'fifties, eighteen colleges
were opened in the 'sixties. The first four
years of the 'seventies have already added
a number of colleges to the existing fleet.
An analysis, however, of the present
situation and the directions that the university is likely to take in future would, as
is evident from recent trends, convince one
that the nadir of chaos has been reached in
the university. Vandalism, gangsterism,
intimidation and provincialism characterize
the university today.
The first victim of indiscipline has usually
been the office of the vice -chancellor. A look
at the tenures of the chief executive officers
of the university-as the vice--chancellors are
described in the statutes-that have governed it since Independence reveals the fact
that the situation has been deteriorating for
a long time. Last year's resignation of Dr
Sarup Singh came as a surprise-in fact, as a
veritable shock-to those who had great
faith in his uncanny ability to weather a
storm. It was a conviction that had been
strengthened by his highly competent performance . His long association with the
university and his own remarkable personality had enabled him to have a strong hold
over a section of students and teachers . His
rapport with the high-ups, a down-to-earth
approach and his personal influence had
given him opportunities to achieve what his
predecessors had failed to do. But his
resignation, full eighteen months before his
term was due to expire, speaks eloquently of
his disillusionment with the university.
It was on a note of disgust and disillusion-
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ment that his immediate predecessors, too,
had resigned a year after taking office. A
student agitation had led to the resignation
of another former vice-chancellor. Earlier a
vice-chancellor who was subsequently to
become Education Minister had also to
resign in none too happy circumstances.
Not that the various vice-chancellors
themselves have been entirely free from
lapses of responsibility. One of the
former vice-chancellors lacked the nerve
to face even a couple of sh1dents across
the table. Another showed little understanding of the situation as it then prevailed in the university and was too optimistic about both his colleagues and students; his attempt to transform the university
overnight failed for obvious reasons. Another vice-chancellor was indifferent to the
views of the faculty and caxed primarily for
the political mandates that he was supposed
to carry out; despite his recognised ability,
his firm belief in the superiority of ends over
means made him more than merely unpopular.
Again, th ere is no denying the fact that
the main beneficiaries of the untiring
efforts and reformatory zeal of some of the
vice-chancellors-namely, the students and
teachers-never came forward to extend
co-operation. A recalcitrant student body
that gave no evidence of being responsive
to reason and a faculty that was not particularly noted for imaginativeness invariably
nullified everything that could have been
achieved by planning and dedicated work.
In fact, in organizing assault not only on
the office but also on the person of the vicechancellor, teachers as well as students have
often stooped low. The agitating students
have sought to manhandle, gherao, and
personally humiliate the vice-chancellor and
his colleagues. While the students have
repeatedly misbehaved, the teach ers have
often used unbecoming language even
during negotiations and discussions. The
outrageous conduct of some of them towards
the vice-chancellor last year led to the
resignation of the then President of the
DUTA (Delhi University Teachers' Association).
QU EST
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The heads of university departments, on
the other hand, have resisted all attempts to
rationalise and improve the functioning of
their departments. They have often been
accused of indulging in empire-building.
While the appointments at the university
as well as in the colleges are supposed to b e
made strictly on merit, some departments
have been known for distributing jobs to
their favourites. A few years ago the head
of a department was forced to resign when
he was found guilty of tampering with th e
examination results of M.Litt students.
Being nearest to the centre of political
power, Delhi University has in recent years
become highly vulnerable to political pressures. During the five years in which the
D elhi Administration changed hands th e
situation deteriorated sharply and considerations otl1er than academic led the Administration to open several colleges. This
put a considerable strain on the resources
of an already overburdened university.
Moreover, as the colleges that had come up
in the 'sixties were started for political
reasons, a number of active political leaders
got associated with tl1eir governing bodies.
Their personal biases and prejudices influenced the functioning of the colleges at
various levels. In a South Delhi college a
member of the governing body insisted that
the college account b e opened with a bank
with which he was connected . In anotl1er
college practically all the members of the
teaching and non-teaching staff hailed from
a town in Haryana where th e chairman of
the governing body of the college had his
political base. Recently a college run by the
Delhi Administration figured in the newspapers because of financial bungling attributed to the principal and a m ember of the
governing body of the college who is alleged
to have drawn Rs 20,000 from the college
funds for representing it in a law suit.
The teachers' association perhaps best
illustrates the extent to which the dons
have drenched themselves in politics of the
basest hue. Though founded at the time of
Sir Maurice Gwayer, the DUT A showed
stirrings of life only in 1967 when a CPI
candidate won the presidential election.

Universities in Delhi
Earlier, even though some teachers had
strong loyalties to certain political ideologies, parties as such had not played any
significant role in this field. ·with the 1967
election the DUTA acquired a trade union
character. The CPI dominated the DUT A
and the CPM and the J ana Sangh were in
the opposition. From 1969 to 1971 the
DUTA remained quiescent. In 1971 the
CPM-supported candidate became President of the DUTA and it emerged as a
purely trade union body. In 1973 the Jana
Sangh caph1red the DUTA. In this election
political parties openly supported their
candidates. The voting pattern clearly
revealed that the teachers voted more for
the party than for the individual candidate!
The university itself now seems to have
become an appendage to political parties.
The candidates not only avowedly sought
votes on the strength of their political parties
but large amounts of money were spent
to canvass support and to provide free
transport to the polling centres. There have
been some rumours of other incentives too.
A source close to one of the candidates
admitted that about Rs 20,000 had been
spent on election posters, etc. and for providing transport to the voters.
The J ana Sangh also dominated the
various student bodies in the university and
the affiliated colleges in the last elections.
For the first time, there were direct elections
to the students' body called DUSU (Delhi
University s·tudents' Union). The Times of
India described the elections as the 'most
fiercely fought in the entire country'. Its
corr-espondent
estimated
that
about
Rs 50,000 had been spent on posters and
other publicity material alone. The election
not only was entirely political in manner and
method, there were the usual accompaniments to a fiercely contested political election. Two p ersons were stabbed, one was
kidnapped and another was beaten up beyond recognition! In the DUSU it was the
Jana Sangh's third consecutive victory.
Several local politicians openly commented
that this had led to a grave set-back to the
ruling party, the members of whose
students' wing bad ]ost in the election.
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While student militancy in India is often
explained as pa1t of a world-wide phenomenon, the students in Delhi, like their
counterparts in the rest of the country, have
clearly shown that their stirrings are totally
devoid of any intellectual content. In fact,
the students have suffered largely because
of their elders' lack of courage of conviction
and foresight. The principal reasons for th e
students' indifference to academic values
2-nd norms lies in the absence of proper
checks on the students themselves. There is
simply no control exercised by the university over the academic performance of the
students throughout their stay at college.
Practically unlimited admissions, a total
absence of any disciplinary control, the
pressure of teachers who are not always the
best in their profession, lack of incentives for
students in terms of encouragement in the
form of jobs, or even scholarships, have all
demoralized a large majority that would
otherwise be genuinely interested in education.
JT would be appropriate here to refer to a
nation-wide survey of student unrest
carried out by the Union Home Minisb·y in
1973. It emphasized the role of the politician-teacher as contributory to student unrest. There is no denying the fact that the
teachers' lack of judiciousness in conducting
themselves has often been looked upon by
the students as a justification for their ovvn
indisciplined behaviour.
However, the teachers alone have not
been responsible for the present situation.
Administrators and students too have to
accept their share of blame. But what surprises one is the marvellous forbearance
with which the teachers have reacted to the
growing deterioration in the university.
There has not been even enough criticism.
Contrary to the popular belief, DUTA protests have only been focussed on their personal demands for rights and privileges.
Teachers either as a body or as individuals
have rarely put fonvard any constructive
programme regarding the functioning of the
university, the syllabi, the examination system or even more effective methods of
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appointment of teachers. There has been
little self-evaluation in private or public.
It is easy to come by teachers who have
put in a decade of service in the profession
and not only have no evidence of any professional work to their credit, but cheerfully
confess to having made no progress in their
subject after passing their finals. Since for
a large majority teaching puts no strain
on their time or energy, it is interesting
to note the various areas that otherwise
engage their attention. While a good number of them turn to writing examinationoriented help-books which find a ready
market among the students, some are themselves publishers, and their own college
libraries are always ready to oblige them. A
few have such varied additional occupations
as running shops to sell grains and motor car
spare parts. Some enterprising ones are
even wholesale cloth merchants! A good
number of them teach in private coaching
classes. Two teachers from a campus
college run a 'mod' restaurant near the
campus. Running dry-cleaning shops also
seems to be a popular occupation with some
teachers. There are teachers of English
whose professional competence leaves
much to be desired. At least one teacher
of English in one of the colleges has
never been heard speaking in English.
The principal of one of the non-campus colleges openly asserted that he enjoyed his
work more when he taught English through
the medium of Hindi! That such practices
have been prevalent in some colleges for
years together indicates the weakness of the
university's control over its constituent
colleges.
There are some teachers who slip into
such inertia and apathy that they no longer
consider it desirable to equip themselves for
the classroom. Geography students in the
Delhi School of Economics went on strike
sometime back complaining that their
teachers never came to the class properly
prepared for their lectures. In more than one
college, students have stmck to protest
against the indifferent teaching of their
teachers. Tmancy is more common among
the teachers than perhaps even the students
QUEST
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in some of the institutions affiliated to the
University of Delhi.
That the general run of teachers in the
university are not worthy of their profession
is now beginning to be gradually realized.
Teachers themselves have no sense of pride
in or belonging to th eir profession. The
average teacher is aware of his own mediocrity and lacks the kind of satisfaction that
can only come from being a useful member
of the academic community. The total indifference and lack of respect on the part
of students from whom their very existence derives justification further fosters this
feeling.

Jamia Millia Islamia
WITH only a little above eight hundred
students, the Jamia Millia Islamia is a
unitary university. Founded at Aligarh in
1920, th e Jamia was created to organise the
Muslim intelligentsia in support of the
struggle for freedom. While the original
impulse that gave birth to the Jamia owes
its origin to the political fervour that animated the 'twenties, it was essentially an
educational and cultural venture. When the
nationalist upheaval subsided, the vigour
that it had derived from the political movement was no longer available, and the Jamia
was threatened with extinction. It survived
because of the dedication that had sustained
it since its very inception. In 1962, the Jamia
Millia Islamia was recognized as a deemed
university under Section 3 of the UGC Act.
Since its recognition as a university, it has
unfortunately emerged as just another
centre of 'learning', the like of which are to
be found at every street corner. The Jamia,
like the forty-odd non-campus colleges of
D elhi University, generally attracts students
who fail to find admission elsewhere. The
academically bright 'local' students still
prefer the reputed campus colleges of Delhi
University. The residents of the walled
city-old Delhi-also prefer Delhi University because of its being conveniently located. The fact of its being a Muslim/Urdu
university brings the Jamia little support
even from the Muslim population of the city,

Univm·sities in Delhi
whose sentiments it can pander to. Thus the
standard of students it gets is low and there
has been a perceptible decline in their performance over the years. Forced to address
students who are neither responsive nor
competent, the teachers suffer extreme frustrn.tion. The majority of the students, as
elsewhere too, resort only to examinationoriented cheap help-books. Since internal
assessment as a part of the annual examination was abolished three years ago, the
students have shown still worse results.
Students in the Jamia are blissfully ignorant of the outside world. There is no contact with similar student bodies elsewhere.
The Students Union is largely a defunct
body. There are occasional flare-ups when
students get together to vent their frustration on irregular bus service or the absence
of a sign-board. There is a clear distinction
and conflict between the sizable portion of
rmal boys-jaats, ahirs, etc.-and the urban
population. The incapacity of the rural boys
to muster enough courage to be on friendly
terms with women students is offered as one
re:1son for their bellicose attitude towards
the urban students, who have had the benefit of a different social background. The rural
boys try to make their presence felt by
fighting for power in the Union elections and
winning key positions.
The recognised 'active' element in the
student body shows a cmiously passive
attitude to the use of the Union forum for
any purpose whatsoever. In most cases, the
office-bearers as well as the general students
feel that there were no problems that need
concerted action on behalf of the Union.
When a problem arises they are free to discuss it with the VC and get their grievances
redressed. A passive acceptance of the
status quo seems to be the characteristic
common mood.
A newlv formed teachers' association
seems to have fared no better. It certainly
has not acquired the trade union character
that one sees elsewhere in Delhi. Meetings
are held and sometimes demands are presented to the authorities. Accommodation, running grade, abolition of headship and greater benefits for academic proficiency and
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professional achievements are some of the
issues that interest them.
Though the teachers here get the same
emoluments as in Delhi University they
suffer from a deep sense of futility. For a
university the Jamia is an inadequately
developed campus, and there is no academic stimulus either in the cultural, extracurricular activities or in teaching. Most
teachers are dissatisfied with their lot and
the possibility of a rich and rewarding experience at a place like Delhi University is
viewed with envy and wistfulness.
The future of the Jamia is a question that
bothers most of the teachers. Already the
only cultural distinction that the university
could claim, that of its being an Urdumedium university, is no longer its pride.
Students have to be taught through a
strange medley of Hindi, Urdu, English and
what not. The situation is no better than in
most of the South Delhi colleges.
A section of the teachers is already sceptical of vvhat the Jamia stands for: shall they
be bold enough and declare that an Urdu
university is no longer needed in the social
set-up in which the Jamia functions? Others
feel that with the failure of English to keep
the communication line open between
students and teachers, the option is between
being a Hindi university or an Urdu university.
A deep sense of futility prevails over the
whole campus. The Jamia surely exists but
it neither grows nor shows any hope of
doing so. The department of history, for
example, made an experiment in the teaching of history at the postgraduate level.
The syllabus was given an entirely new
shape unlike anywhere else in the country.
The idea was to teach the history of India
as a continuum, as a running sb·eam, rather
than in broken fragments of ancient, medieval and modem periods as is the practice
elsewhere. The result was that the students
who graduated from the J amia failed to
find jobs outside because they were not
considered adequately equipped to impart
instruction according to the traditional
syllabi for the teaching of history!
While student participation is rather
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widespread at a particular level in committees like the Students Welfare Council
and the Students Aid Fund, teachers' participation is limited. A few teachers are associated by rotation with various bodies like
the Court and the Academic Council, but
that is about all.
The J amia Millia Islamia, like the Khalsa
College in Delhi University, illustrates one
of the peculiar features of the Indian
character. Despite their claims to secularism
and denial of partiality to members of their
respective religions, they show a preponderance, respectively, of Muslim and Sikh
teachers. The J amia does not have a mosque.
Some of the teachers emphasise this as evidence of the catholic attitude of its authorities. But a large number of non-Muslim
students feel that the :Muslim students are
shown extra consideration. No comment was
available on some students' observation that
while a large number of non-Muslim
students were detained in 1973 for want of
enough attendance, no Muslim student was
punished in the same way. On the whole,
however, few will level the charge of communalism and parochialism against the enlightened elite of the J amia.

Jawaharlal Nehru University
Nehru University came
T HEonlyJawaharlal
recently into existence and any
evaluation at this stage of the experiment
launched by the Central Government as an
alternative to the existing system of higher
education in the country is likely to be
nremature. The desire at the highest level
;eems to have been to make the JNU 'a landmark in the development of higher education in the country' and 'a milestone in
Indian education'. A breakthrough was
sought to be achieved by establishing 'a
centre of excellence' with emphasis on
research and teaching at the highest level
by adopting the 'powerful tools of interdisciplinary research and effectively concentrating on the Indian situation'.
QUEST
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Hight from the beginning, the idea was
to provide a centre of education for the
elite. But by a curious irony the elite of
scholarship and learning was mistaken for
the elite as opposed to the masses, and as
a result there has been severe criticism of
the very spirit the university was expected
to embody. The attempt to build up a superior centre of education was looked upon as
creating an ivory tower for the chosen few.
It was fow1d to be farcically inadequate as it
merely ignored the existing educational and
even the social milieu in which the majority
of Indian students find themselves forced
to live and function. To millions even the
most elementary facilities are denied at the
school and undergraduate level. ' iVith an
overwhelming majority in this country forced to accept a rotten, ineffective and effete
educational system, it was feared that the
Jawaharlal Nelu-u University was likely to
become a luxury for the privileged few.
It is never fully realized that the very
raison d' etre of the JNU is that it does not
confmm to the prevailing educational pattern in the country, and that it seeks to establish entirely different modes of nurturing
the spirit of higher learning. At an experimental stage, it had to begin by providing
superior opportunities for the deserving few
only. The alternative, which would be
acceptable to the critics of tl1e JNU, that all
the existing w1iversities should be immediately given the benefit of the new scheme is
ridiculously Utopian.
Again, there is no doubt that the JNU is
for the elite, which invites criticism merely
because it is presumed that a citizen's right
to equality automatically generates in him
intellectual ability to acquire higher learning, thus leaving no room for individual
aptitude and personal endeavour. Besides,
higher education is often confused with
general literacy to which, no doubt, everyone should have free access.
Among the beneficiaries of this new experiment in higher education-namely, the
students-one encounters curiously contradictmy attitudes. There is much loud talk of
revolution among the students at tl1e JNU.
A section of the students resents the fact of
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their being guinea pigs for the experiment
that the new university is. But it is sh·ange
that this realisation does not discourage
them from seeking admission to the JNU.
Despite their loud and vocal opposition to
the university's turning into a luxury institution for the few, the students not only
continue to enjoy the privileges it offers to
them, but also demand more and support
their demands by strikes, dhamas, and other
well-known forms of protest. Their latest
demands have included better-that is,
costlier-food, higher scholarship grants,
and the provision of typewriters!
·while the students claim they are keen
to bring about social equality, whatever be
their version of it, th ey have continued to
draw upon the privileges ah·eady available
and have constantly demanded more. One of
their demands has been- and this demand
has always been held high for public consumption-for austerity in the expenditure
incurred for the annual convocation. But not
a word has been said in criticism of the provision of free transport round the clock to
carry students from the campus to the city.
The tone and manner of th eir protest and
the kind of demands being pressed clearly
indicate a trend towards reducing the JNU
to the level of any other university that has
been wrecked by militancy untempered by
a sense of responsibility on the part of the
student leadership. During one of the many
protests in which the vice-chancellor was
subjected to a ghemo, the students sat
around him and cracked jokes and sang
songs which were far from decent.
All the major political parties are,
through their youth wings, as active here as
elsewhere. The CPM and the Congress
both have their staunch followers among
the students. A similar political cleavage
is observed among the teachers and tl1e
authmities too. One of the frequently cited
charges against the JNU has been that the
award of scholarships has often been determined on the basis of party loyalties. Ferocity and violence have marked the election
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scene here also. Student leaders over the
years have apparently been pursuing their
own ends rather than providing responsible
leadership to the student body. One of the
worst charges heard on the campus concerns the administration's attempt to influence student leaders through the use of
patronage. One example cited is the offer
of a post of lecturer at the lmphal Centre of
the JNU to one of the fonner presidents of
the Students Union. It is interesting that
the student leaders have generally enough
funds to frequent the city's posh restaurants
and discotheques. In fact, a trendy, mod
way of life with its accompaniments of
drugs, etc. seems to be holding sway over
the majority of the affiuent students at the
JNU.
Extravagant expenditure is another
charge that is levelled against the JNU. It
is proposed, for example, that the vicecha*ellor's residence should have a
twenty-acre ground surrounded by artificial
lakes. And the university has a Rs 10 lakh
plan for the beautification of the campus.
The national character of the university
is not particularly evident when it comes to
admissions. Allegations are made that
applicants from rural areas and the poorer
sections of society are not encouraged to
seek admission to the JNU.
In its attempt to make the JNU the best
institution of its kind the administration has
been trying to lure in eminent professors
from various parts of the country. This
attempt to put all eggs into one basket has
often left voids in places from where the
teachers have been invited to come and
join the JNU. This hardly bodes well for the
state of higher learning in the country. On
the other hand, it is a common observation
at the JNU that the reasons for the appointment of teachers are not always purely
academic. An examination of the background and subsequent performance of
quite a few of the appointees would confirm this view.

STUDENTS ON THE MARCH
New Delhi, Feb. 12-A group of students
of Shyamlal College allegedly led by some
outsiders today gheraoed the Principal, Mr
G. C. Ahuja, and forced him to sign his
resignation letter.
Mr Ahuja has informed the Vice-Chancellor, Mr R. C. Mehrotra, that he was m ade
to sign his resignation under pressure. He
is also understood to have informed the ProVice-Chancellor and the chairman of the
college governing body, Mr R. B. Rohtagi,
of the incident.
Nine elected members of the university
Academic Council have condemned the attack on the principal by the students and
karmacharis. They have also complained
that the university has not been able to make
adequate police arrangements in the troubled college.
-Hindustan Times, Feb. 13
VAHANASI, March 14 (UNI)-The Banaras
Hindu University was closed indefinitely this
morning as a sequel to a raid on the Vice-Chancellor's lodge by a group of students last night.
A university spokesman said Mr Bharat Singh,
general secretary of the newly-elected Students
Union and about 1,000 Vidyarthi Parishad members broke the gate of the Vice-Chancellor's house
at about midnight.
They smashed the furniture and crockery in the
drawing room and destroyed the flower pots outside.
A strong police force has been posted in the
campus.
Trouble followed the expulsion of Mr Bharat
Singh last night. Mr Singh, a law student, was
expelled for 'serious breach of discipline and misconduct' at the oath-taking ceremony of the
Student's Union yesterday. He belongs to the Vidyarthi Parishad.
-Hindustan Times, March 15

NAGPUR, March 1-The regional engineering college here was closed down indefinitely today and the students were asked
to vacate their hostel immediately.
The closure follows the ten-day-old strike
by the 1,200 students of the college in sup-

port of their 13-point demands. The demands
include a reduction in hostel fees and an increase in the amount of the merit scholarships.
The principal of the college, Mr. V. M.
Dokras, said it was impossible to run the
college in the atmosphere of fear and intimidation let loose by the students. Most of
the demands raised by them, he said, fell
within the jurisdiction of the Central and
State governments and Nagpur university.
He had referred them to the proper authorities.
He said all the 600 hostel students had
been offered railway concession certificates
and travel money out of the contingency
funds of the college.
-Times of India, March 2
CHANDIGARH, Feb. 4-Never before students
and teachers of Punjab University were as scared
of violence as they are now.
During the last six months, several violent incidents had been reported from the campus. There
have been cases of kidnappings, stabbings, intimidation and even firing. An attempt was also made
to abduct a woman employee of the university and
the head of a department was manhandled in his
office.
All this, however, did not seem to attract the
attention of university authorities. With the result,
the fern: of physical assault has gripped the peaceloving students and the teachers.
Ivir Kali Dass Batish, secretary of the Punjab
Pradesh Vidyarthi Parishad and Mr Ham Lal,
organising secretary, told newsmen today the present situation was because of elections which were
rigged and accompanied by kidnapping of voters.
Violent incidents were brought to the notice of
the authorities, but no action was taken. Recently,
!vir Krishan Singla, a student of the Chemical Engineering Department, was attacked and the students
went on strike, but no notice seemed to have been
taken by the university, they alleged.
The two leaders said that unless there were
electoral reforms, the campus elections were bound
to lead to violence.
-Hindttstan Times, Feb. 5
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THE NEW ILLITERACY
Reading and the Emotions
This article by Professor Bruno Bettelhei:ln is of special interest to educational authorities in
India. pmticularly those concerned with the preparation of school text-books. State governm ents are increasingly taking over this task and given the imagination, they can avoid the kind of
mistakes that experts, who are mostly Tepresentative of the upper-class and ttpper-caste urban
tradition, almost inevitably make in their search for uniformity of approach, language and
illustration for the children of the village peasant as well as of company executives. In a society
as varied and as heterogeneous as India, this is bound to lead to consequences which can only
be described as unspeakably funny but for the fact that they aTe unspeakably disastrous for
children from the weaker sections of society.
Pwfessor Bettelheim was, until recently, Professor of Psychology and Ps ychiatry at the University of Chicago, and has published a number of books. His mticle is tal<e1t from Encounter 254 .
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emotional difficulties interfering
with learning in school have so many
and varied causes that it is difficult to break
them down into simple· categories. Still, it
might be useft<l to consider separately those
psychological blocks to learning which
originate in the child's life outside school,
mainly in his experiences in the home and
with his parents, and those others which are
created by the child's school experience.
Since educators can remedy the psychological difficulties which come from the child's
past only to a limited degree-although if
we are aware of their nature we can do
quite a . bit to ameliorate the situation-I
shall concenh·ate on the question of whether
our teaching in class is conducive to promoting or interfering with the child's ability
to learn.
In order for a child to desire to learn to
read, a certain atmosphere needs to be
created which is favourable to that concentration and contemplation which makes
the reading experience fruitful. It is easy to
say that the triteness of the stories in our
primers destroys any possibility that reading as such could be viewed as a wmth1

Harper & Row, New York, 1966.

2M. Falski, Elementarz (Warsaw, 1961).

while experience. And I will h·y to illustrate
why these stories, instead of turning
children toward reading, turn them off.
Here I would like to suggest what atmosphere, what emotional climate in regard to
books these primers create. One of the best
known and most widely used series are the
old Dick and Jane books, now renamed
I anet and M arlc 1
The first two pages show these two
children with their names printed under
the picture. Janet is shown tending a tomato
plant, Mark is raking grass. I do not know
why it is thought that these activities make
an appeal or should be helpful to children
who are supposed to learn to read from
this book; these pictures certainly do not
suggest reading as a meaningful activity,
rather some other employment of one's time.
No nonnal first-grader I know enjoys raking
grass, or mowing it, and only a few girls of
this age are enamoured with tending tomato
plants.
Let me compare this with a rather randomly selected first reader from one of the
countries behind the Iron Curtain, or what
used to be called so. It happens to be a book
from which recent generations of Polish
children learned to read. 2 The :first pages
are without text, just pichu·es. The front of
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the book shows two groups of children sitting under a big tree, reading books with
clearly visible expressions of pleasure. The
same theme appears in the book's first page :
a bookstand, in front of which children and
adults of various ages stand or sit, reading
books with obvious signs of concentration
or enjoyment. Some read by themselves,
others together. The next two pages show
two dD.lferent homes: one a city apartment,
the other a farmhouse. In each a child
-in one a girl, in the other a boy-takes
leave from their mother to go to school. The
next two pictures show each of these
children on their way to school, meeting
friends who are headed the same way. The
sixth full-page picture shows these two
children with their friends entering the
schoolyard. This is followed by a picture
showing the children, now with the help of
their teacher, taking off their coats and
hanging them up, getting ready for class.
The eighth picture without words shows
the teacher in front of her class, teaching
reading; the children are in their chairs, their
books open, showing interested attention.
I do not think it is necessary to spell out the
contrast in atmosphere created by these
silent pictures when compared with that
created in our Western readers. Just one
more example. A typical Soviet Russian
primer shows the children walking to school
on the first day of class with flowers in their
hands, to celebrate the big event. 3
It will not come as a surprise that the
readers in communistic countries soon show
parents at work in factories, while our
readers show them only in free-time activities. Another significant detail should be
mentioned. The boy and girl in the Polish
reader come from very different families,
which makes sense as they are of the same
age, and not twins. Now Mark and Janet, as
much as their ancient counterparts, Dick
and Jane, who are of the same age do
not look at all alike, although they have
the same parents. Any child who is
serious about what he reads cannot help
3 Alphabet ( t.'linistry of Education, Enlightenment Publication; Moscow, 1965). Companion of
Alphabet ( 1972).
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wonder : how is it that these two differentlooking children of the same age have the
same parents? Are they both adopted, or
one of them? Are they each a child of previously divorced parents? True, they could
be non-identical twins; but if so, should
that in1portant fact not be told? And why
start our young readers with the demand
that they should see themselves in twins
who are not twins?
It is one example of how, thToughout om
readers, the child is not expected to think
about what is presented to him. As much as
these twins who are not twins do not make
sense, so the clin1ate which is created is that
learning to read does not make sense,
because what it presents offends the reader's
intelligence.

D DRING the p ast ye<U'

I spent a considerable amount of time with children
in schools which are considered unusually
good, vastly superior to th e average school,
and where quite a few of the children come
from better than average homes. I concentrated on the first grades, since there overall patterns are fmmed, particularly the
psychological attitudes towards school and
learning. Rather than present my own
observations-which suggest to me that
manv of these children received the impression ' that non-academic things are much
more important in the value hierarchy of
their teachers-! would like to report some
spontaneous reactions of a group of bright
fou rth- and fifth-graders when I discussed
with them their recollections on how they
reacted to being taught reading in first
grade.
One readilv admitted that thou gh he now
liked reading, he still had a hard time
reading aloud. The reason W<lS that wl.t en
in firs t grade he was asked to read aloud,
he felt so ashamed to say such stupid things
that he blocked; he simply could not do it;
and henceforth he resented reading, preferring to do anything else in class.
Another hated the stories he had to read
because these were neither realistic nor
fantastic. Stories, he thought, should either
give a picture of what life was really like,
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or not pretend to do so. He would have had
a much easier time learning to read, and
enjoying it, had the stories been either true
to life, describing how people really are,
or truly fantastic, like fair y taies. H e told
me that he finally overcame his resentment
of reading when he began to become acquainted with fairy tales, because then after
He had read a story, he would contemplate
its content 'for a long while.' These were
meaningful experiences for him; those he
read in class were not.
When I asked in what sense the stories
from which these children had learned to
read were not 'true to life', every one of the
group was eager to talk, and each had some
different objection. One was that in these
stories there are only two age-groups:
children of their own age, and adults, mostly parents; and both children and parents
alike are depicted as insipid. But they
wanted to see and read also stories about
teen-agers, and about old people. Another
universal objection was that nobody in these
stories showed their true feelings, such as
being angry. Other complaints of these tenye£lr-olds were that there was no reason to
learn to read that they could make out,
because in the early grades they never
learned anything through reading that they
didn't already know, and knew much better
and in greater detail than it was set out in
the books from which they were supposed
to leam great things.
I would like now to juxtapose to these
recollections early memories of three boys
who felt that their first experiences with
leaming to read had formed their lives. 4
One became a scholar; the other a famous
4 H. N. Bialik, L. R. !v[endelsohn, and a form er
patient of the Orthogenic School who fo r reasons of
confidentiality must remain nameless. See : L. R.
Mendelsohn, "Sophisticated Reading for Children:
The E xperience of the Classical Jewish Academy"
in Children's Litemtures : The Great Excluded, and
F . Butler, ed. ]ou.rnal of the i11odem Language
Association (Seminar on Children's Literature)
(Storrs, Connecticut, 1973).
5 That the dog in this Harper & Row series has
now become "Socks", a most unlikely name for a
clog, does not help matters a bit.
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author; and the third feeble-minded (and
this despite a potential IQ of over 180) .
Interestingly enough, the first two were
introduced to reading in orthodox Jewish
schools, where the books from which these
four and five-year-olds were taught were
the Bible and the Talmud. One, the scholar,
was deeply impressed with the fact, which
he soon realised, that the meaning of the
firs t words he learned to read-the opening
sentences of the Bible-was so great and
varied, so inexhaustible, that even his teacher, who had read the same text innumerable times, always found something in them
of which he had previously not been aware.
Through the text and his teacher's attitude
towards it, in his very first lessons the magic
of reading, and of literature, was opened up
to this boy. I do not need to pose the question of what vistas are opened up to the
child as reward for having become able to
read: "See Spot Run, See Spot Jwnp."5
Bialik, my second example, responded
not so much to the deep significance which
the reading matter had for his teacher, but
to his teacher's understanding and appreciation of the magic meaning which letters
and words had for him as a little boy. In
Aftergrowth and Other Sto1·ies ( Philadelphia, 1939) Bialik reflects on his first experience with leaming to read:
To tell the truth all they had to teach
reached me only behind my ear, so to say,
through the left earlook, as folks say in
Yiddish. My right ear was busy listening
to quite a different subject which rose
from the prayer book between the lines,
and united with what was already within
my heart. The lines themselves, and the
actual letters which made up those lines,
were only faint intimations of this other
wisdom. From the first day on which the
teacher showed me the letters of the
aleph-beth [these and the following are
the names of the letters of the Hebrew
alphabet] set in rows, I saw leaping forth
the measured ranks of soldiers like those
who at times passed in front of our house,
with their drummer, rattling tum tararum
tum, at their head .. Those that most resembled this were the alephs, all arms
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swinging and legs striding, and the gimels
with their boot moving off to the left,
particularly when they had the kubbutz
vowel beneath them, its three dots like
a ladder . ... My eyes began to search the
sides and flank~ of the book. 'vVhom are
you looking for?' asked the melamed
(teacher). 'For the drummer,' said I, my
eyes searching . .. . All day long I daydreamed about armies and soldiers ....
\ Vhen I reached the point of combining
letters, I found a vast medley of weird
creatures; they came in bands, back to
back, the simple nun and the squashnosed pe always jumping ahead on one
leg. The lamed strode erect with outstretched neck. ...
\Vith such learning we can readily
understand that it became unnecessary
to translate the words; translation was
almost a defect. The words poured out
and out from the heart, their meaning
being part of them ....
Out of the blmred little letters in these
old books, all those book-bits which I
learned in turn, with great jumps-out of
all of these there came towards me confused and incomplete fragments of generations, tales and stories .... Here I was,
conversing with all these ancients, and
participating in their life and deeds .... In
a pinch, one of these ancient wise men
would come and make a remark, and
everything would clear up beautifully
and happily.
To show that not just traditional Hebrew
teaching was based on the deepest meaning which literature can have, let me quote
the first sentences of the New England
Primer of 1727. In those olden days the first
words a child learned to read were: 'In
Adam's fall-We sinned all- Thy life to
mend-This book attend.' There could be
no doubt in the child's mind that learning to
read had to do with the first and last things:
with our human condition, as symbolised
by the fall from grace, and the hope for
salvation. If only we learned to read this
book, we could mend our life and earn
eternal bliss. With such promises held out
to the child, learning to read despite diffiQUEST
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culties surely appeared to be the most
worthwhile thing anybody could do.
many modern educators it may seem
1'10far-fetched
that learning to read, which
they view as a most rational undertaking,
a typical cognitive, an ego achievement, can
be mastered well only if at first and for
quite some time to come it is experienced
as a most powerful magic, as it was for the
two five-year-old Hebrew scholars as much
as for the child of 1727.
Only if learning to read is viewed as the
best or only way to gain access to this magic
power, does the child's unconscious support his conscious efforts, does the id lend
its great sources of energy to the as yet weak
ego so that it becomes able to master this
difficult task, from which it expects immediate gains for its magic and wishful fantasies. This magic interpretation of the power
reading confers is further supported by the
superego, because as this particular magic
becomes effective it also seems to serve a
superior power-in my examples, that of
religion, which controls human existence.
Hence the magic interpretation of reading
is lent further credence by the superego's
supporting with its strength and approbation efforts at learning to read. Without
such unconscious support on the part of the
id and superego, learning to read remains
a most difficult task, one that gives little
pleasure, and a skill that is apt to fall soon
into disuse.
This is so much so, that I believe that we
wouldn't be communicating as writer and
reader if our common undertaking at this
moment was fed only by rational sources.
To be sure, I believe what we are here engaged in is ego-correct, but it receives its
emotional impetus, its zest, because at least
my superego strongly approves of what I
am doing at tllis moment-all the sceptical
voices of my ego are not able to silence its
pressure, because otherwise I would not
dare to go on. Again, contrary to my ego
which knows better, my id fools me into
believing that what I say is of some interest
to you, where without the support of such
wishful id thinking, I also would have
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ceased and desisted long ago. In short, I
believe interest in reading-as in all other
cognitive intellectual endeavours, however
much the content may be selected realistically and intelligently with regard to ego
needs-gains its emotional fervour only
from id and superego, even in my cas~
(though you may remain convinced that
they do not need such irrational support to
go on with this scientific investigation ) .
Much of education is a repetition of the
history of the race. The conviction of Freud
and others that ontogeny repeats phylogeny
is another psychoanalytic tenet which
modern education has discarded much to
its detriment. Had it not, it would apply it
to learning to read. Literacy, man's great
achievement, began as sheer magic, and was
not created to serve utilitarian purposes.
But modern education stresses only utility
and 'getting ahead', thus robbing learning to
read of the greatest incentive which could
support it. When script developed, it served
religious and magical needs, so much so
that, as used to be well known, it is written
that the word was with God, and the word
was God. But for millennia before this was
uttered, writing and reading were an arcane
art which conferred special powers and
privileges. Consider the long stmggle as to
whether the average man should be pernutted to read Scriptures, and consider too
that it was from the Good Book that children learned to read; furthe1more, only after
man was permitted to read Scriptures, did
education to read become universal.
All children are fascinated by secret
language, and the beginning of school age
is the time when the child is most desirous
to partake of the secrets of adults. Satisfaction of both these desires was contained in
what these boys were taught, and that is
why they learned it so well. The close connection between id-motivated fascination
with magic and secret language, superegomotivated interest in religion, and egomotivated book-learning creates a devotion
to reading and leaming in genei·al, which
then can be easily transferred to all learning.
How mu ch even today reading must be
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supported by superego representations and
id desires in order to be well learned and
used, is shown by the fact that it is the
parental high valuation which makes it so
attractive to the child. And this attractiveness does not come from the rational and
utilitarian purposes out of \-vhich parents
may devote themselves to reading. \Vhat
the child responds to is the parents' emotional absorption in reading, what makes it
attractive to him is that it seems to fascinate
the parents. It is their secret knowledge
which the child wants to be able to share.
The more the parental devotion to reading
and the child's belief in its magic propensities coincide, the easier a time will the
child have in learning to read. Unfortunately our teaching of reading has become
far removed from the time when its mastery
was directly related to teaching about the
dangers of perdition and the way to salvation, as even the 19th-century MacGuffy
readers still did, and as most fairy stories
make an appeal to both the id and superego, while showing ego ways to meet their
and the ego's rational goals. That is why
many cluldren, though they have the requisite intelligence to learn how to read
well, fail to do so; and even if they learn it,
emotionally it remains meaningless to them,
and hence is little used later on. The reason
is that when they first learned it, when the
reading habits were formed which will later
dominate, reading was not supported by the
powerful magic connotations which led to
involvement of the unconscious in it, nor by
the support of the superego and its external
representations. In short, because reading
was for them deprived of magic, it was experienced as trivial, hardly worth their
while.
True, later on the irrational aspects of
this magic support need to be reduced and
the rational ones must gain ascendancy. But
if such divestment of magjc occurs too soon,
and too radically, reading will not be stmngly invested emotionally.
As a matter of fact, because of its educational centrality, reading should be the
paramount example of what education in
the deepest sense is all about, and thus in-
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Huence all learning: a progress from irrationality to rationality, originating in id's
purposes, but subjected to superego control,
and ego scrutiny, so as to be changed to
meet in rational ways the demands of
reality. Learning then also selectively satisfies those id and superego demands which
rationally can be met, and thus enriches the
total personality, adding to its well-being
as it does for its human environment.
Modern education, wishing to start out with
the end product, believing it can do away
with slow and tortuous development, ends
up producing an ego so depleted of its
natural resources in meeting its tasks that
it remains weak for the rest of its life.
I now return to my third example, the
hoy with the intelligence of a genius who
failed first grade several times, unable to
read. He was brilliant; but, as far as his
academic perfonnance was concerned,
feeble-minded. Years later, when through
our efforts his intellectual blocking had
lifted, he decided to teach himself to read
from a book that explained how man developed the alphabet, a book for adults. ( 0.
Ogg, The Twenty-Six Letters, New York,
Thomas Y. Crowell, 1948). When he was
able to read, he explained why he had so
determinedly resisted it. Both hjs parents
had higher university degrees, intellectual
achievement was terribly important to
them, and they pushed it at the boy at the
expense of his emotional life, which remained balTen. When he entered school he had
hopes that there things would be different,
that there developing his intellect would
not have to proceed at the expense of his
emotional life. And so it seemed at the
beginnin g. He liked his first-grade teacher;
she seemed 'a warm person.' But when she,
on whom he had rested his hope, waxed all
excited about the sh1pidities of 'See Spot
Run' this meant to him that there was no
hop~ ever to combine true emotions with
intellech1al activities. Reading, or rather
what he was told he had to master to be
able to read, was simply so assinine that he
could not commit ills emotions to it. The
onlv way out was to retire entirely into an
inn~r fant asy life which excluded all reality
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-because at home reality was devoid of the
feelings he needed for survival, and at
school there were emotions, but so misplaced and perverted that the experience
was an insult to his intelligence.
WHAT psychological con~tellation is,
then, necessary for the mtellect and
the emotions to work together to promote
an interest in learning; in this case, learning
to read? Repeating what has b een said so
far, and putting it in the simplest possible
way, I suggest that learning, particularly
learning to read, must make a powerful
appeal to our unconscious, both the id and
the superego, in order that the energy of
these two institutions of the mind empowers
the ego to meet successfully the oognitive
tasks presented to it.
It is well known that all superego appeals
have been eliminated from our educational
reader-quite conb·ary to what is true, for
examnle of the readers in Communist counb·ies ~hich abound with superego appeals.
Appeals to the id are plentiful in our readers ,
much more so than in readers in the Communist world, but unfortunately these are
all of the wrong type. Unlike the experience
of the young Hebrew scholars, no secrets
whos e mastery would provide magic powers
are part of our readers. The appeal is to
the most basic and unstructured instinctual
tendencies. Most of all these appeals are of
a locomotoric nature. It is difficult enough
for a first-grader to sit still and pay attention
-and much more so for those whose social
background is culturally deprived. But it
becomes an insult to his feelings if he is
asked to sit still when he is at the same time
requiTed to think only of romping and running and jumping and all other varieties of
active play. It turns the child as effectively
off the cognitive task of reading as did the
contradiction with willch the young genius
was confronted when emotional experiences
were offered to him which were devoid of
any intellectual content.
It is unfair to use one or the other basic
American reader as an example, because all
which are widely used in the USA are
equally bad in tills respect. But since I am
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not able to make my point without examples,
two may be presented. The First Pre-primer
of the 'Harper & Row Basic Reading Programme' which is the text used in California,
the most populous state in the Union, as
well as in many other states, begins:
Janet and Mark. Come Mark Come,
Mark come-Come here, Mark-Come
here, come here, Mark-Come and jump.
Come and jump, jump, jump.-Here I
come, Jarret, Here I come. I can ride my
bike. I can, I can. I can ride and ride.Here I go, Janet, here I go.
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get out of school and vou go home again.
After a day of getting up and getting
dressed and getting breakfast, and getting wet, and getting to school, and getting out of school, and getting hot, and
getting home and getting dinner, you get
very tired and get into b ed, so that you
can get up the next rooming and start all
over again.
I cannot imagine a more depressing view of
life than is here depicted; nor is there anv
single suggestion that something meaningful may go on in school.

READERS in Communist countries direct
the child's attention repeatedly to the
importance of what goes on in class. By
contrast, our readers abound in stories
which deliberately and consistently direct
the child's attention away from school towards after-school activities . One example
from the ITA series called School Days may
serve to illustrate this point. I sense a certain
irony in the title, since it has nothing favourable to tell about them. It begins:
Bill lives in this house. Today is Monday.
It is a hot sunny day. [I suppose the day
is hot and sunny in order to make going
to school even less attractive.] Bill goes
to schooL Bill rides to school on the bus.
What can Bill do after school? After
school Bill can fish. Bess lives here. Today is Tuesday. It is a sum1y day. Bess
Is it a mere Freudian slip which gives un- ,
goes to this school. 'What can Bess do
conscious motives away? In their initial
after school? After school Bess can ride .
leaming experiences these children are en[The picture shows her riding a horse.]
couraged to think of jumping out of school.
Al lives in this apartment house. ToYet another example from these series will
day is Wednesday. It is a windy day.
illustrate that it is not a chance, or a single
AI goes to school. AI rides a bike to school.
instance, for these reading texts to suggest
\iVhat can Al do after school? After school
to the child that the best thing he can do
Al can mn and play. Pat lives in this
in school is to try to jump out of it. Either
apartment house. Liz lives here, too. Todirectly, or indirectly, or by implication, the
day is Thursday. Pat and Liz go to school
readers powerfully suggest that school is
here. \V:hat can Pat and Liz do after
best avoided. Not only school, but all of life
school? After school today Pat and Liz
is depicted as a row of tedious and senseless
can play house. This is T ed's house. Toactivities, and another story in the same
day is Friday. It is cold and windy. It is
series makes this clear. It goes as follows:
snowing today. Ted goes to school. Ted
In the morning you get up. You get dresrides on the school bus. After school today Ted can ride a sled. \Vhat can you
sed. You get breakfast. Even if you get
do after school today?
wet vou go to school on time. Then you
And so on. The verbs predominantly used
are those signifying a vigorous motor
activity.
A typical example of the frustrations of
his motoric desires which the child is subjected to, since these are aroused by the text
while he must sit still, can be found in the
'ITA Initial Training Alphabet'. In a story
called 'Jumping,' it goes:
If a boy likes to jump; he jumps over, and
into and on. He jumps over a fence and
into a puddle and into a bed and into
trouble. He jumps into a pool, over some
rocks, out of .school, into a box. If a boy
jumps, he jumps with a shout, and makes
girls jump too, because he yells 'Yippee, hy
you! Boys jump! Girls jump! You jump
too!
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This, the child is taught, is what gives mean- activities. I should also add that some of
ing to school days.
the most frequently used admonitions are
Things are not much different in other those children of primary age hate with a
readers. For example, in the Bank Street vengeance. They hate the familiar parental
series is a story called 'People Read', from order: 'Come here.' Yet this is what the
which one might assume that here the im- stories in these readers ask them to do.
portance and benefits of reading will be Children hate to be asked whether they see
presented. Far from it. While in the story what is in front of their eyes; it implies that
people are shown reading, there is no indi- they. are stupid. Yet apart from 'Conte here'
cation of why this would benefit anybody. the most frequent admonition used is to see
The title picture (a tv,ro-page spread) has something, such as an automobile or a train
as its most impressive central figure a huge engine, obviously because these are such
STOP sign. Other signs on tl1is page indi- small objects that a normal child is apt to
cate other prohibitions, such as 'No Park- overlook them if his attention is not speciing' etc. Only one out of the six signs which fically directed towards observing them.
fonn this picture is not a reference to an
These examples from the veq early
inhibition, and this is supposed to encourage schooldays of learning-to-read may suggest
children to learn to read. Thus, while the the contributions which our method of
other stories set the child against learning teaching has been making to children's emoto read because he is aske<il to think of all tional difficulties in mastering the academic
other types of pleasurable activities while task on which all other leaming is based. I
nowhere are the benefits or enjoyment of want now to summarise a number of other
reading mentioned, here-where the book psychological difficulties which interfere
for once speaks of reading-great efforts with the ability to leam in school: those
have been made to make it clear to the which originate from the home environchild that when he reads, what he reads will ment.
be inhibitions. And the value of literacy is
It is well known that the emotionallv
not to fetter but to free the mind. But we troubled child has difficulty in learning and
should not be too hard on these books b e- paying attention in class. Not so widely
cause no attempt is made to stress the libe- known is that it also works the other way
rating aspects of reading. Since the mind round-that not achieving in school is closeas such has no place in them, how could ly linked to emotional disturbance.
they address themselves to freeing the mind?
Some fifteen years ago, an all-too-neglectAppropriately the most impressive story ed study has shovm how intimate this
in the same Pre-primer (it is the next-to- connection really is. In a research project
the-last one) suggests that life is nothing of the US Public Health Service it was
but a big cheat. In it children run-do our soon found that those adolescents who
American primers want children to think of exhibited chronic anti-social behaviour were
anything but running?-in order to get to a also poor readers. So to study this phenofire. When they arrive, the conflagration menon more accurately, an entire school
turns out to have been hardly worth men- population of 45,000 children was observed
tioning, much less running for, and so the over several years. In this way it was possistory ends with the sarcastic remark 'Wbat ble to locate all children who showed low
a fire ... .'
reading achievement; it was a sizable group,
since 16% of all fifth-graders were reading
HAVE already mentioned the absence of below third-grade level. (As always, more
verbs which would direct the child's boys than girls were thus retarded.) 6
attention to schoolwork, or any other serious
A year later, among the now sixth-grade
students,
the relative reading stage of each
6 A. D. Miller, 'The role of the school system in a
mental health programme', 01thopsychiatry and child remained remarkably constant. But
the Schnnl (New York, 1958), pp. 135ff.
when the san1e group was re-studied two
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years later, in the eighth grade, nearly all read a single word, then learned to recogwho were retarded readers in the fifth and nise, read, and spell a hundred words or
sixth grades now exhibited serious social more in a few weeks' time.
\Vhen we felt they were ready for itproblems as well. Thus educational malfunctioning-of which reading disturbance that is, when we felt that the resentment of
is the most characteristic form--is a first learning built up through previous school
sign of emotional disturbance. Incidentally, experience had waned-we introduced to
if such academic difficulties were due to them the idea (in a short talk, and in langlack of intelligence, they would not so uni- uage they could understand) that what is
formly be followed by severe emotional hardest to do, and the biggest problem in
difficulties.
learning and living, but at the same time
From my experience with emotionally the most important one, is to master one's
disturbed youngsters, it is my convic- ovm 'scary' ideas. Learning words that
tion that although reading difficulties show help us make distinctions-to distinguish
up earlier than severe emotional disturban- what we are afraid of, from what we only
ces (as disclosed in this official American think about-could be of the greatest help.
study), as far as causation goes it is actually Because while 'scary' events that really and
the other way around. The severely disturb- truly happen are overpowering, merely
ed child (of normal intellectual endow- thinking about them, or talking and reading
ment) will have serious trouble learning to about them, need not be; and in this way
read; and his inability to read stems from we can come to understand and learn to deal
the same emotional problems which, in a with them.
few years, may break out into grave asocial
After such an explanation, three of our
behaviour.
children picked the first words they wanted
"Where emotional disturbance exists in to learn: 'scary', 'fire,' and 'hit.' To me it
the small child, and his parents are unable seems that in these three words our
or unwilling to recognise it, the disturbance children, without knowing it, outlined a
goes unheeded until the child reaches course on how to deal with aggression, at
school. There he is singled out: not because least in the classroom-learning situation.
the teacher always recognises the presence One word, 'hit', deals with animate aggresof mental disturbance, but because of aca- sion; the second, 'fire', with inanimate destruction; and the third, 'scary', with the condemic malfunctioning.
This makes it doubly important to con- sequences of aggression and destruction.
sider how learning to read could be used If we permit them to state their aggressive
to help the child master the emotional com- tendencies, they can also come to recognise
plications which he brings to school from their 'scary' character, and only this kind of
his home background. In principle this is ~recognition can lead to something better
simple; in practice it is quite difficult. The than denial and suppression. It can bring
principle is to convince the child that read- the conviction that in self-protection (and to
ing will help him with his psychological avoid scary experiences) one must deal in
difficulties. To do so we have to show him constmctive ways with the tendency to
that reading helps him with what concerns violence, l>oth one's own and that of others.
him most deeply. "When we do that, we dis- A sample of the emotionally charged
cover that even children who for years had words such children usually learn to read
resisted learning even the simplest words, after seeing once, and learn to spell and
had been unable to read from primers that write after a few repetitions: fire, knife, cut,
pictured life in a single colour-as all sweet- crash, shoot, kill, hit, bite, teeth, cry, fight,
ness and light when their world was evid- fail, scream, yell. Consider how much agently so drab and unhappy-that even these gression they reveal, and the desire to learn
children were suddenly eager to read. Some about it. And compare these with what are
of them who, for years, had not learned to generally considered easy words to learn.
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Each of these children selected different
words because what was emotionally significant for one was not so to the others. The
interesting thing is that all children learned
emotionally charged words, even ones not
too meaningful to them, when they saw that
they were charged words fo.r another child.
They shared not only learni,ng but each
other's emotions as well.
As we developed our method we realised
that charged (or 'scary') words sometimes
aroused too much emotion. vVe then devised
many categories, only five of which I shall
mention: sca1y words; not-nice words; nice
words; warm words; and cold words. TI1e
nice words the American children selected
include things like Kool-Ade, orange juice,
milk, play, and hot clog. And they tell us
what expe1iences the children think are
needed to counterbalance violence. In view
of the fact that most primers concenh·ate on
what we would call 'nice words', it might
also be of interest that the children learn
the 'not-nice' and 'scary' words much faster
and more pennanently.
HAVE considered at some length how
the methods of our schools make reading
seem nonsensical to the child and hence
turn him off-unless because of his background he is so deeply committed to learning that even our shabby methods do not
deflect him from his purposes. I would like
to conclude with an example illush·ating
that when taught soundly (that is, in line
with the child's emotional needs) it can be
exactly the experience of reading which
turns him on again . It also illustrates that
only if a child becomes active in his own
behalf in reading will it be a deeply meaningful experience to him.
A girl had a deplorable home background.
She had been much abused by her parents.
She acted feeble-mindedly and refus ed to
be involved in any learning task Because
of her teacher's entreaties she was willing to
remain in class, occupying herself with all
types of things, provided these had nothing
to do with learning. But she could not help
hearing what went on around her. One day
when the other children were again reading
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stories about happy families and how good
and charming parents were, the teacher sat .
down with the girl and spoke about how
upsetting it must be to hear all these stories
about good homes, when her experience
had been so radically different. Using the
child's language, she suggested that it
would be high time to teach a lesson to
these people who write such stories and
expect children to learn to read from them.
How would she like to correct such a book
(it happened to be a reading text of some
forty pages) by taking all parents out of
them, by blotting out with a heavy black
marker the words 'father' and 'mother'
whenever these appeared on the pages of
the book. The girl seemed completely uninterested. TI1e teacher, undaunted, proceeded with her own marker to blot out
these words on page after page, By the
fourth page the girl appeared interested
and amused. The teacher continued a little
longer and by the sixth page asked the girl
whether she would continue to do the same
throughout the book. This non-reader who
could not recognise a single word-or so she
had maintained-now proceeded systematically and faultlessly to blot out 'father' and
'mother' on the following thirty-odd pages.
When she was through and had thus made
the book fit her psychological needs, the
teacher asked her whether she now might
try to read this rather advanced text. The
girl proceeded to do so with scarcely an
error.
A last point. Some might think it would
have done to let the child dictate her own
story in order to leam to read from it-but
this had been b·ied and failed. The reason
was that what activated her was doing something negative about the world. The requests to do something positive, such as
dictating a story, proved fmitless . The bad
in her life had replaced-indeed had blotted
out-the good. Only after she herself had
blotted out the bad, only after reading had
offered her the chance to do so, did it attain
meaning for her; and hence it was fairly
easily mastered. Happy ends are sometimes
served by unhappy means.

C. M. Nairn

MUSLIM PRESS IN INDIA
AND THE BANGLADESH CRISIS

THE crisis in Bangladesh lasted roughly
the entire year of 1971. The various
events related to it went through a progression that culminated in a brief war and a
resolution of the crisis in favour of the people of that land. Our purpose in this article
is to examine how Muslim public opinion
responded to those events, how those
responses compare with the reactions in
Pakistan, and whether that crisis left any
lasting effect on the thinking of Indian
Muslims.
The data consist of editmials and articles
in the Muslim press in India, from a number
of Urdu dailies and weeklies of more than
local circulation and from one English
newsweekly, Radiance. 1 The data gain
significance from the fact that these journals
enjoy relatively wider circulation than most,
and that the Urdu-speaking Muslims of
North India have been politically the most
active of all Muslims of the sub-continent.
Their fears and aspirations are in that sense
highly significant. For better or for worse,
they do direct the thinking of the community as a whole. The Pakistani data are from
Urdu sources alone. 2
To facilitate the study we have set up
four phases of the crisis. The first encompasses the period preceding March 23, 1971,
during which negotiations went on between
Sheikh Mujibur Rabnan and Yahya Khan;
the second, the period from March 25, 1971,
when the Pakistani militmy action started in
East Bengal, to December 3, 1971, when
actual hostilities broke out between India

and Pakistan; the third, the short period of
war vvhich ended on December 17, 1971,
with a ceasefire; and the fourth the period
of some three weeks after the ceasefire when
a kind of stock-taking took place in both the
countries.

Phase One (Prior to March 23, 1971)
During the first three months of 1971,
Muslim public opinion in India was uniformly against the military dictatorship in
Pakistan and favoured an early return to
democracy in that country. Yahya Khan was
criticized for delaying the transfer of power
to the newly elected National Assembly and
catering to the whims of Z. A. Bhutto, who
was looked upon as the real viliain behind
the scenes. Conversely, the attitude toward
Sheikh Mujib was on the whole quite
sympathetic and approving; he was viewed
as being sufficiently committed to conservatism as well as democracy. The following
quotation from Radiance (Delhi; March
14, 1971) nicely conveys the general reasoning. 'The people of East Pakistan,' the
editorial said, 11ave risen as one man in
support of Sh. Mujib .... The only force
which stands in the way of a totally Marxist
and independent East Bengal is Sh. Mujibur
Rahman. As such he deserves to be welcomed with open arms by the Western wing,
notwithstanding his six points and four
conditions.'
In Pakistan (erstwhile West Pakistan),
only one major political party, the National
Awami Party, was sympathetic to the Six
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Points of Sh. Mujib. Its own political base
was strictly regional and its political goal
was a similar regional autonomy. 3 Some
support for the Six Points was also vocalized
by the votaries of the Jiye Sindh movement
at tl1eir convention in February 1971. 4 The
P.P.P. of Mr. Bhutto was, of course, totally
opposed to the demands of the Bengali
leader; its supporters believed that tl1e Six
Points were a threat to tl1e integrity of
Pakistan. The Jamaat-i-Islami, on the other
hand, kept shifting its position. Earlier its
leaders were equally opposed to both the
P.P.P. and the Awami League, but by
March 1971 they had come round to a
position similar to that expressed by
Radiance in India. The March 22, 1971,
issue of Zindagi (Lahore ) carried an editorial that included the following remarks:
We would be acting like an ostrich if
we were to ignore the changes that have
occurred in national politics after tl1e
elections of D ecember 1970.... Before
the elections we opposed Sh. Mujib
because his opponents were Nurul Amin
and Ghulam Azarn. \i\Te supported Nurul
Arnin and Ghulam Azam. But now, under
the present circumstances, if prudence is
not displayed in resolving the issues the
reins of state are likely to fall into the
hands of extremists and communists. We
foresee Bhashani and Ataur Rahman
taking over if Sh. Mujib were to fail at
this juncture. That is why we support
Sh. Mujib.
How fickle that support was became clear
very shortly.

Phase Two
(March 23-December 3, 1971)
We shall study the issues of this phase
under four separate headings.
1. The Military Action. Once Yahya
Khan let loose his troops in East Bengal,
both the P.P.P. and the Jamaat-i-Islami in
Pakistan came out with unequivocal support for the military action, which they
regarded as absolutely necessary for the
preservation of the unity of Pakistan. 'The
dangers that threatened the integrity and
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security of our beloved country have disappeared, if only temporarily', declared
Zindagi on April5, 1971. 'Suitable treatment
is being meted out', it continued, 'to those
who wanted to change East Pakistan into
"Bangladesh". The Awami League has been
banned, Sh. Mujib is in prison, and our army
is busy crushing the enemies of tl1e country
and the millat . ... Without any fear of contradiction it can be said that under the present circumstances President Yahya Khan
was left with no other choice but to order
military action in East Pakistan.'
In India, the Muslim press generally
condenmed the sevetity of the military
action, but not always in such unequivocal
terms as were used by the national press.
Some Mus lim joumals felt the Government of Pakistan had no other recourse left
to it to obtain a modicum of law and order
in East Bengal. They supported their stance
with reports of the atrocities perpetrated by
Bengali mobs in Dacca, Rajshahi, and
Chittagong in the days immediately before
the milit:uy action and which had been
glossed over in the national press in general.
\Vhen an unequivocal condenmation of the
Pakistani action was issued by Maulvi As' ad
Madani, a Congressite Muslim, the ]amiat
Tim,es, for example, wrote this rejoinder
(Delhi; April 23, 1971) : 'You don't know
what brutalities were committed by the
Bengalis against the non-Bengalis. You
should ask the grieving relatives in Delhi....
Destiny never forgives a tymnt.' A similar
opinion was expressed by Maulana Minnatullah Rahmani of Monghyr (Bihar) when
he refused to sign the statement of condemnation circulated by Jayaprakash Narayan
on behalf of tl1e Insani Biradari. The
Maulana said, Why must you now condemn Pakistan when earlier you did not
condemn India for communal riots? The
Bengalis did more brutal things to the nonBengalis.' ( Repotted in the ]amiat Times of
June 11, 1971.)
2. India's Role in the Crisis. The Government of India maintained throughout the
crisis that the entire issue was an internal
matter for Pakistan, to be settled through
negotiations between the two parties in-
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valved, the people of East Bengal and the
Government of Pakistan. Even the joint
statement issued in October 1971 by
Premier Kosygin and P1ime Minister Indira
Gandhi took that position. In this regard,
the Muslim press was in full accord with
the expressed sentiments of the G.O.I. and
the more sober elements in the national
press, and against the war cries of some of
the extremists. The Muslim press quoted
with approval the statements of such persons as Piloo Modi, General Cariappa
( Retd.). and the late C. Rajagopalachari,
who advised against any recognition of the
Bengali government in exile.
Though no one in India publicly suggested any element of conspiracy on the part of
the G.O.I., much of Muslim public opinion
as well as a significant part of the national
press felt that India had displayed undue
interest in the affairs of East Bengal. In
pursuance of such feelings they urged
upon the G.O.I. a policy of wait and see. On
April 4, 1971, Radiance \vrote with
approval of India's 'balanced policy,' and
urged continued discretion. An editorial in
the ]mniat Times (April 9, 1971) was, however, a hit more critical, even somewhat
cynical. It equated the issue of Bangladesh
with that of Kashmir, twitted the G.O.I. for
showing concern for the Muslims of East
Bengal but neglecting the Muslims of
India, and suggested that the G.O.I. should
either act in this instance the same way it
did vis-a-vis communal riots in India, i.e.,
do nothing, or else it should recognize the
Bangladesh Government in Exile and 'turn
Pakistani lies into truth'.
Some other suggestions made, in the
initial stages as well as later in the year,
were: ( i ) the G.O.I. should actively discourage the East Bengalis lest their example
come to be imitated by the dissidents in
West Bengal and Tamil Nadu; (ii) the
G.O.I. should hold direct talks with Yahya
Khan on all issues in order to settle them
bilaterally; (iii) the G.O.I. should avoid
open hostilities at all costs and thus prove
itself worthy of the heritage of Mahatma
Gandhi. The G.O.I. was not unaware of
the nature and significance of the opinions
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expressed in the Muslim press. At various
times it issued veiled threats, and, as a
counter-measure, in June 1971, sponsored a
conference of some sixty-five Muslim Urdu
journals and newspapers, which were
handpicked for supporting the official line
all the way but which in fact had only local
and restricted circulation. Later, in November 1971, restrictions were placed on the
publication of Nasheman (Bangalore), the
only Urdu political weekly with a nationwide circulation. Still later, after the war
started in December, the editors of Nasheman (Bangalore), Dawat (Delhi), Radiance
(Delhi), Sangam (Patna), and the ]amiat
Times (Delhi) were taken into custody
under the Internal Security Act and held
without trial for several weeks.
For the Pakistan press the crisis was
naturally an internal issue to be resolved by
the Pakistanis themselves. They were, from
the very beginning, suspicious of the
motives of the G.O.I. in giving shelter to the
refugees. They accused India of sending
money, arms, and infiltrators into East
Bengal. According to them the crisis was
the product of a conspiracy between the
G.O.I., the Hindus of East Bengal, and the
top echelon of the Awami League. One
example will suffice to convey the spirit of
these unanimous accusations. The following
excerpt is from an editorial in Nusrat
(Lahore; April 4, 1971), which was at that
time edited by Mr Haneef Ramay, who is
now the Chief Minister of the Punjab in
Pakistan.
Events have turned a somersault. The
armed forces of Pakistan, which had until
now patiently suffered the obduracy of
Sh. Mujib, moved into action and within
hours put out the fires of anarchy in
East Pakistan. Sh. Mujib had thought
that the time had come for him to
declare the independence of Bangladesh,
and that everyone who had voted for
him was like him a traitor and an enemy
of the integrity of Pakistan. He had forgotten that among those who supported
the Awami League there were not just
those ten million Hindus who provided
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him with money and gangsters, there
were also millions of other Bengalis who
for centuries had suffered under the exploitation by Hindu banias and who had
staked their lives and property for the
creation of Pakistan. Such Muslims could
never desire to tear apart the Pakistan
which they and their fathers had toiled
to bring about . ... The blatant manner
in which Bharat has been supporting
Mujib makes it evident that he was an
agent of that country. No matter how
much Mujib and his ten million Hindu
supporters hold India in favour and
desire trade with her, the common
Bengali and non-Bengali Muslims of
East Pakistan can never regard Bharat
as their friend.

Such analyses and accusations were repeated ad nauseam by all Pakistani papers.
What should be noted here is the charge
levelled so unequivocally against all the
Hindus of East Bengal, a charge that was
never made, for obvious reasons, by any
Muslim journal in India, though some of
them were quite unequivocal in their condemnation of East Bengali Muslims, as we
shall see later.
3. The Question of th e Refugees. It is
often forgotten that of the ten million or so
refugees who came to India, not all were
non-Muslims; nor were all of them Bengalis.
A substantial number of non-Bengali Muslims also sought refuge in India at various
times. Those who did so in the early months
of the crisis generally returned to East
Bengal when and if they got a chance, or
escaped into Nepal. But those who came
later in the year, after the various Bahinis
had started their retributive action, were
kept in camps separate from other refugees. These were little reported upon in the
world press or in the press in general. A
section of the Muslim press in India did,
however, report occasionally on their plight.
Sangam of Patna, in particular, carried a
few articles about the so-called 'Bihari'
camps. These articles were then commented upon or reprinted in other Urdu journals.
The Pakistani press, on the other hand,
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gave little or no coverage to the exodus of
refugees from East Bengal, except to minimize the enormity of the problem and
suspect the humanitarian motives of India.
The figures as they grew were always
questioned; the reports that appeared in
international press were denied or Iidiculed; the refugees, when they did get any
mention, were alleged to be all Hindus, who
having failed in their alleged subversive
activities, were fleeing to India with their
Indian instigators.
But the truth that there were also Muslim
Bengalis among the sufferers came out in
other ways. A few eye-witness accounts by
non-Bengalis published in Urdu journals in
Pakistan mentioned that fact, if only in
passing. They indicated that atrocities were
perpetrated by both sides, not so much on
the basis of religious antagonism as on the
basis of linguistic and political differences.
The lawless activities of the so-called
'Peace Committees' and of the Al-Badr and
Al-Shams youth groups set up by the J amaati-Islami in East Bengal were brought to
light and condemned by the political opponents of the Jam a at in Pakistan. Such statements were issued by Z. A. Bhutto, Asghar
Khan, and the leaders of the Muslim
League (Qayyum Group) and the Jam'iatul-Ulama-i-Pakistan.5 Some of this was
indirectly acknowledged even by the Bengali chief of the J amaat-i-Islami in East
Bengal. Professor Ghulam Azam, who now
lives in Pakistan, published an mticle soon
after the ceasefire in Eshiya (Lahore;
J a1:mary 30, 1972), in which occur the following most telling remarks. 'Even when
military action had been decided upon,' he
declared in his analysis of the causes of the
debacle in East Bengal, 'the government's
half-hem-ted policy continued. What reason
was tl1ere to show such weakness once that
decision had been made? The local people
who stepped forward should have been
taken into confidence and their advice
should have been sought in forming all
policies. Yahya Khan, however, neither
accepted their advice nor made any correct decision of his own.' (Emphasis added.)
One only wonders what 'whole-hearted'
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action the Professor had in mind if the
carnage that actually occurred was, according to him, the result of a 'half-hearted'
action.
4. T he Role of the Bengalis. The G.O.I.
favoured the view that the struggle in East
Bengal was supported by all Bengalis,
Hindu and Muslim alike. Much the same
view was held by the national press in
general. Of the Muslim press, a significant
section held a rather curious view of the
su·uggle, which shall be discussed a little
later.
In Pakistan, the crisis was viewed, for
most of the year, as merely a breakdown of
law and order, caused by the Hindus of
East Bengal, a minority of the Muslim supporters of Sh. Mujib, and alleged Indian
in£ltrators. It was expected that with the
help of loyal Bengali and non-Bengali
Muslims the army would soon have things
properly under control. Though both the
news and the victims of Bengali mob
violence reached Pakistan in sufficient
numbers, a surprisingly low key coverage
was given to them. Even after the military
action was started, all major political parties
tried to maintain an attitude of condemnation only toward Sh. Mujib and his supporters, and not toward all Bengalis. Nobody
called all Bengalis traitors, at least not in
public. No doubt for obvious reasons, East
Bengal remained a part of Pakistan till the
very end of 1971, while such prominent
Bengalis as Nurul Arnin, Ghulam Azam,
and Mohammed Ali were visibly active on
the national political scene and were also
used by the govermnent to present the
Pabstani side of the issue at international
gatherings. 6 Also, the results of the supplementary elections held in East Bengal to
replace the Awami League members of the
proposed National Assembly gave a semblance of Bengali Muslim support for a
united Pakistan. \i\1e earlier quoted from
Mr Haneef Ramay's editorial of April 4,
1971, as one example of the prevalent
attitude in Pakistan. That view was only
slightly modified by the end of the crisis, as
is evident from the editorial that appeared
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on the front page of the highly regarded
daily Imroz (December 18, 1971) immediately after the ceasefire.
Our people (in West Pakistan) had
suspicions that the people of East Pakistan were groaning under exploitation,
and that the latter believed, rightly or
wrongly, that West Pakistan would not
share power with them. These suspicions
were temporarily allayed by the propaganda machinery of the government; we
were told that what was happening was
simply the doing of a small number of
subversives and extremists. But the
recent tragedy has aroused those doubts
again. Now we believe that though our
Bengali brethren may not have been
against the integrity of a united Pakistan,
a very large number of them vvere indeed
so disaffected that Bharat succeeded in
catching them in her snares ....
As opposed to such interpretations, a
more dogmatic one was offered by a significant section of the Muslim press in India.
According to this group, the crisis in East
Bengal was a rebellion against a Muslim
government and therefore reprehensible
in tem1s of their interpretation of Islam.
The learned editor of Sidq-i-]adicl (Lucknow), Maulana Abdul Majid Daryabaclj,
wrote in the issue of June 11, 1971, that 'the
Islamism of Pakistan deserves little comment, yet the government there was after
all a Muslim gove:rnment, rebellion against
which cannot be forgiven.' He maintained
this stance even a year later. 'Pakistan is
after all a Muslim state,' he wrote, 'like
Afghanistan, Iran, Iraq, Indonesia, and
Malaysia. Those who rebel against it are to
be condemned as are all those who rebel
ngainst a Muslim state. This is a shat'i fact
which cannot be glossed over by using such
labels as 'Mukti Fauj' and 'Freedom Fighters'.' (Sidq-i-]adid; July 2, 1972).
In November 1971, at the time of the
Eid-al-Fitr, the three hundred and fifty
odd members of the Bangladesh mission in
Calcutta chose to say the Eid prayers by
themselves, instead of joining the local
congregation, as a protest against what they
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felt to be the unsympathetic attitude of
Indian Muslims. In response to this news,
the ]amiat Times of Delhi editorialized as
follows:
We wrote earlier, and we do not fear to
wTite again, that whether it be the present tension between India and Pakistan
or the massacre of Bengalis and nonBengalis in East Pakistan or the influx of
lakhs of homeless refugees, the responsibility for everything lies squarely with
the leaders of East Pakistan. One man
can set £m in a moment to an entire
garden. We curse all traitors, be they in
India or in Pakistan. A man should concern himself with the welfare of the
country where he lives, otherwise he
should leave it and go some other place.
(December 3, 1971)
That issue of the Jamiat Times also reprinted with approval an editorial from the
daily Dawat (Delhi; n.d.) which said in
part:
The Muslims of India consider many
complaints of these angry (Bengali)
elements to be just. Yet they also totally
disapprove the way these elements have
torn apart their own state. Those who
committed that crime may have gained
some temporary honour, but Muslim
public opinion will always regard them
as subversives, and history shall describe
them as those who tore to pieces the
integral unity of the millat.
The same editorial went on to lament the
fact that 'no leader like the late Maulana
Mohammed Ali arose at this time in India
to wage a campaign like the Khilafat Movement and thereby protest the dissolution of
the millat-i-islarniyya.'

Phase Th1·ee (The vVar)
Outright hostilities between India and
Pakistan began on December 3, 1971. Prior
to that, on November 26, 1971, Mufti Ziaul
Haq had written in his ]amiat Times :
'\Vhen our own borders are endangered we
are ready to forget our complaints and
QUE ST
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make every sacrifice for our country.'
Radiance, on December 5, 1971, carried an
erutorial that expressed much the same
sentiments as did the editorials in the
H industan Times of the previous week,
namely, that Yahya Khan should be given
a chance to get out of the mess in some
rational manner, and that there should be
direct talks between India and Pakistan on
the issue of refugees. In spite of such sentiment and avowals, on December 8, 1971, the
G.O.I. arrested under the Internal Security
Act, several prominent Muslims, including
Mufti Ziaul Haq of the Muslim Majlis and
the ]amiat Times, Maulana Abul Lais and
Maulana Mohammad Yusuf of the Jamaat-iIslami (Hind), the leaders of the Ta'mir-iMillat and the Ittihad-al-Muslimin of
Hyderabad, and the editors of Dawat,
Radiance, Sangam, and Nasheman. Some of
them were kept in prison, \vithout trial, for
as many as forty-one days! No one from the
national press protested against these
arrests, which were entirely unnecessary besides being, to say the least, legally questionable.

Phase Four (After the War)
For a majority of Indian Muslims, the
pervasive mood in the days immediately
after the war was a mixture of despair, confusion, and anger. In terms of actual acts
and deeds, of course, they behaved no diffe·
rently from their non-Muslim compatriots,
but emotionally, unlike the latter, they
could be neither jubilant nor sanguine. The
following quotation from Haqeeqat (Lucknow; n.d.) conveys well the feelings at that
time:
The chief reason for the resentment of
the Muslims is that the event of the independence of Bangladesh and her severance of all ties with Pakistan was generally celebrated in India as if the 'victory'
had been gained against the Muslims
themselves. Insulting and provocative
slogans were raised against them in public meetings in this counby. A second
reason is that the Muslims in general do
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of recent origin; and they made their first
appearance in late 19th century in India.
They have, however, a most curious hold
over the minds of average Indian Muslims.
It is a measure of the latter's ignorance and
emotional insecurity that these verses begin
to circulate among them any time an event
occurs t.~at they regard as a blow to their
peculiar vision of a triumphant Islam.
How confused and desperate their think- The fascination of these poems lies perhaps
ing was at that time can also be gauged not so much in the fact that their verses can
from a most outrageous explanation offered be interpreted to have foretold events of
by Nida-i-Millat of Lucknow. In its issue of recent history, as in their implication that
January 16, 1972, it reprinted prominently what was happening was part of a grand
an item from the Akhbar-al-Alam-al-Islami, scheme ordained by the Almighty and therethe official journal of the Rabita-al-Alam-al- fore to be accepted sanguinely. Further,
Islami (Muslim World League), publish- since they promise near the end a resured from Mecca. According to the undisclos- gence of Muslim authority in India and the
ed sources of that organization, 300 arrival of tho promised Mahdi, they help
Zionist agents were sent by Israel to Bangla- soothe the wounds of the psyche. These
desh for the purpose of fomenting trouble poems first appeared in minor journals but
and training Bengali rebels. It was also were soon reprinted in major magazines,
asserted that Rahman Sobhan, a prominent including the Shabistan Digest, one of the
economist and radical of Bangladesh, had most popular Urdu magazines in India.
met in Paris with Daniel Cohn-Bendit ('a What is so amazing-and so revealing of a
Jew'), who then went on to Israel to arrange uniform prevalence of ignorance-is that
for the agents while Rahman Sobhan him- these poems appeared in print within a
self came to India to coordinate plans with week of the ceasefire in both India and
Indian communists. After reprinting this Pakistan, and quite independently.
illuminating report, the worthy editor
The commentators in the Muslim press
of Nida-i-Millat added the following com- adopted various tacks to shore up this
collapse of morale. One theme that was
ment:
repeated
incessantly by all journals was
We are abstaining from commenting on
this article because only the future will that it was Pakistan, a country, and not
tell what the facts were and what actually Islam, an ideology, that had suffered defeat
caused the secession of East Pakistan. in the recent war; that it was one variety
vVe only desire our country to be aware of nationalism that had lost to another;
of the delicate ( nazuk) sentiments and and that the ideology of Islam still remained
feelings of the Muslim vvorld, especially as meaningful and relevant as before.
Pakistan met with this calamity because the
of the Arabs.
Pakistanis failed to make Islam a reality in
But by far the most telling thing in this their social and political life. The implied
respect was the publication, within a week thrust of such arguments was that there had
of the ceasefire and in both India and Pakis- been nothing wrong with the original
tan simultaneously, of the alleged pro- separatist and exclusivist interpretation of
phesies of Shah Ni'matullah Wali. These Islam; that those values still held true and
prophesies occur in two poems ascribed to would certainly come to the fore again in
the famous 15th century Iranian saint and both Pakistan and Bangladesh; and that
are by all accounts toteJ forgeries. They are what was lacking were true believers who
not found in any authentic collection of his would put those values into effect.
A corollary to th e attempts to vindicate
verses; their language is full of Indianisms
believe that the recent war was primarily
fought for the purpose of destroying the
integral unity of Pakistan. Our Ministry
of Information hands out all sorts of
propaganda but does nothing to dispel
the dejection and resentment of Indian
Muslims. (Quoted in Sidq-i-]adid; January 21, 1972.)
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Islam were the breast-beating and selfcondemnation that found expression in so
many editorials, commenta1ies, and letters
from the readers. Perhaps the most vivid
expression was the commentary by Maulana Abdul Majid Dmyabadi. Writing under
the heading 'Four Divine Slaps' ( Sidq-i1aclid; March 3, 1972), he began by stating
that the Muslim nation ( qau.m), like other
nations, was not exempted from divine
judgement and retribution. The Muslims,
in their long history, have had to suffer
punishment several times for their folly and
transgression. He then went on to list four
such occasions that he had himself witnessed in his life.
In 1924, not any non-Muslim but Mustafa Kemal abrogated the 1,300-year old,
venerable and exalted institution of
Caliphate while the entire Muslim world
watched helplessly. In 1948, after a threeday battle, the lamp of the Saltanat-iAsafiya was extinguished; an earthshaking transformation destroyed it (the
State of Hyderabad) and changed 'Muslim' into 'secular'. In 1949, Israel was
created .... And now, the latest calamity
of this nature has occurred in the guise of
the establishment of Bangladesh and the
destruction of a united Pa:kistan. \Vho is
at fault? Who is the guilty person? Such
questions do not concern us. What matters for us is the consequence, the fact
that millions of Muslims cut themselves
off from their origin ('asl), and that
enmity has come to exist behveen two
Muslim communities ... . Common to all
the four calamities are the disintegration
of the ummat and the guilt and sinfulness
of the Muslims. It is a time to feel ashamed, recognize our faults, seek forgiveness
of God, and improve our condition
through deeds and acts.
A less hysterical analysis was the editorial in Azaim ( Lucknow; December 28,
1971). It laid emphasis on the fact that the
emergence of Bangladesh as a separate
nation was by no means an unique event in
world history, or, for that matter, in the
history of i\'luslim countries-after all, Sudan
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separated from Egypt, and Singapore from
Malaysia. \Vhat was unique to the case of
Bangladesh was the vastness of brutality
done against innocent people. In a later
editorial (February 7, 1972), Azaim was a
bit more categorical.
Pakistan was created through the efforts
of the Muslims who lived outside of the
Pakistan regions. Consequently, we (the
Indian Muslims) have had to pay the
price for the partition of the country. In
India we have paid it for the past
hventy-four years; in Bangladesh we are
paying it now; and, God forbid, we may
have to pay it even in Pakistan in the
coming years, or so it becomes more
clear every day.
Another tack to counter the dejection was
offered by Shah Muinuddin Nadvi, a wellknown scholar at the Dar-al-Musannafin,
Azamgarh. In a note in Ma'arif, the monthly
journal of that scholarly academy, he wrote:
The laws that Allah has ordained for the
rise and fall of nations are identical for ·
all the nations of the world. . . . In the
battle of Uhud the Muslims committed
a mistake and the result was their defeat.
The revolutionmy change in Pakistan is
also a consequence of that divinely
ordained tradition. The people of Pakistan proved themselves unworthy of the
boon they had received . . .. No matter
what kind of government is fonned in
East Bengal it will remain for all purposes a Muslim majority country. If, on the
one hand, its secession caused injury to
an nnited Pakistan, on the other there has
now emerged one more independent
state of Muslims. Wisdom demands that
forgetting the past we should try to
come together. . . . Bangladesh should
treat the non-Bengalis with kindness. Her
leaders cannot forever remain indifferent
to Islam and Muslims. (Reprinted in
Azaim; January 21, 1972. )
For a final, and rather comprehensive,
example we should look at a lengthy unsigned article that appeared in two instalments in Nida-i-Millat ( Lucknow; Febr-
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uary 20 & 27, 1972), under the heading
'Bangladesh , an Analysis'. It vividly displays all the conflicts that beset the Muslim
mind at that time, as well as the full range
of defences put up against those fears and
doubts . The following is a summary of the
points raised by the anonymous author
(probably the editor himself) .
1. Pakistan came into existence through
the sacrifices of Indian Muslims, who then
had to pay dearly for it. They were abandoned by their erstwhile leaders. Many of
them had to leave their relatives and properties and go to live in an alien land, where
they were now in grave danger. Those who
stayed behind have had to suffer similarly
in communal riots.
2. The Muslims of India, when they
raised the cry for Pakistan, had not been
duped by the leaders of the Muslim League.
Their demand was a deliberate political
move. The majority that supported that
demand felt that in a separate Muslim
state their one religion, one language, and
one culture would flourish, and a kind of
Islamic renaissance would take place. At
that time, there was no demand for separate
regional cultures. If such a demand had
been raised, Pakistan would have been
rejected by all the Muslims.
3. The creation of Bangladesh does in no
way negate the validity of the original
movement for Pakistan. Even in India a
strong nationalism has not succeeded in
keeping intact old state boundaries.
4. Bangladesh is a Muslim country, like
Iran or Jordan.
5. If the East Bengalis are so keen about
a separate Bengali culture they should not
have joined the Pakistan Movement in the
first place. Further, if their Bengali nationalism is so important for them they should
now merge their country with the Indian
Bengal.
6. In 1946, when the erstwhile North
Western Frontier Province and the united
Punjab had shown little enthusiasm for
Pakistan, it was the Bengali Muslims who
came out so sh·ongly for a united Pakistan.
It is now meaningless, therefore, for the
Bengalis to claim that they have won their
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independence from ·west Pakistan. It
should perhaps be put the other way
around!
7. It is incorrect to say that the old East
Pakistan did not make sufficient progress.
After all, it was, to begin with, a most backward region.
8. The leaders of East Bengal displayed
a lack of patience and forbearance. They
responded too emotionally and thereby
caused great loss of life. They should have
known that the Pakistani army would be
tough in its reprisal.
9. It is wrong to blame the Pakistani
army for all the destruction. \Vere not, in
the early stages of the crisis, the various
Bahini.s being praised for their guerrilla
activities?
10. Finally, if the initial partition of the
country was all that bad, as the Bengali
leaders now claim, then Bangladesh should
now join India. That may persuade even
Pakistan to do the same. That would indeed
be a glorious day for Indian Muslims!
Let us turn now to Pakistan . \Vhat were
the responses there immediately after the
ceasefire? There was sorrow and despair,
but mixed with such intense anger that disregarding all caution people poured out
into streets to demand Yahya Khan's head,
and for the first time in many years newspapers published bold critiques of the military rulers. Their shock was the greater
for their having been kept in the dark about
the realities of the events in East Bengal.
On December 14, 1971, only two days before the debacle they had b een told by
their government:
Two brigades of Indian paratroopers
that had landed at Dacca and Tangel
have been wiped out. Hand-to-hand
fighting goes on in the vicinity of Khulna
between the Indian army and Pakistani
soldiers and civilians. Fighting also continues in Jessore. . . . All arrangements
have been completed to send fresh
troops and supplies to East Pakistan ....
Ships of the American fleet are on the
alert in the Strait of Malacca, waiting for
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further orders. . .. According to an Australian radio report four Chinese battleships are steaming toward the Bay of
Bengal to challenge the Indian naval
blockade. (Reported in Zindagi; Lahore,
December 20, 1971.)
But on the 16th came the surrender in the
East, followed on the 17th by Yahya Khan's
acceptance of the Indian offer of a ceasefue
in the West. 'We are not willing to accept,'
wrote Nawa-i-Waqt of Lahore on December 18, 1971, 'that we have lost the war or
that the war has ended. The nation can
never accept that an army which was regarded as the finest in the world could hand
over Dacca to the enemy without offering
any resistance. What has happened in East
Pakistan is not a defeat of the army, or of
the people. It is a defeat of cmtain very
high officials; it is a defeat of the bureaucracy; it is a defeat of our channels of communication; it is a defeat of those official
spokesmen who kept the nation in the dark
and are still doing so.
A signed editorial in Zindagi (December
20, 1971) was titled 'The Entire Gang
Should Resign. The Entire Gang Should be
Tried.' It began by calling the d efeat 'a
breach in the fortress of Islam,' and blamed
Yahya Khan and his cohorts exclusively for
all the events, while reminding its readers
that though Mohammed Ghori lost the first
battle of Tarain he came back 'with renewed determination to unfurl the banner of
Islam over tl1e Kafu land of India.'
Somewhat better thought-out was the
front-page article by the editor in Imroz
(December 18, 1971). It called the debacle
'the most shameful chapter in our history,'
but added that the defeat was of 'our
politics, not our army.' It urged its readers to engage in self-criticism and not
try to find scapegoats, to ask fundamental
questions instead of petty bickering
among themselves. 'The inner fault,' wrote
the editor, 'the major fault, the most
fundamental fault lies in the fact that
soon after the death of the Qaid-i-Azam,
Pakistan gave up the path of peop~e's
governn1ent and people's trust.' He then
QUES'l'

went on to accuse the leadership of tl1e oid
Muslim League, the bureaucrats who gained ascendance under the former's encouragement, and those army officers who
eventually took advantage of the circumstances to grab power and serve their own
selfish ends.
The editorial in the daily M usawat
(Lahore; December 18, 1971), a mouthpiece of the P.P.P., began: 'Today the
entire nation weeps tears of blood .... Today
the Indian army has entered Dacca. Today
for the first time in 1,000 years Hindus
have won a victory over Muslims .... Today
we are prostrate with dejection.' It then
went on to say: 'If the people are not told
why the war was stopped in East Pakistan
they would be forced to conclude that the
only purpose of the recent war was to lose
East Pakistan on the battlefield.' It demanded to know: 'When will the remaining part
of Pakistan be returned to her people? Why
did nearly one lakh regular troops and the
same number of Razakars lay down their
arms when not more than a few thousands
of them had laid do'vvn their lives for their
country? What are the plans now of those
who were responsible for this defeat?' It
ended by calling upon Z. A. Bhutto : 'Qaid-iAwam, come quickly to tl1e masses. They
await you. Come and lead them. Come and
take up the reins of the nation. Come and
consolidate people's power, to turn this
defeat into a victory.'
As we know, Yahya Khan resigned, but
in his last act helped perpetuate one-man
rule and disregard for constitutional processes by transferring poweT not to the duly
elected National Assembly but to Mr Z. A.
Bhutto, whom he personally appointed as
Chief Martial Law Administrator. Witl1in
a short time bureaucratic tyranny, regional
separatism, politics of vendetta and mudslinging, suppression of the press, and other
ills of the previous days returned to dominate the scene as if nothing of import had
ever occurred. The radical change in politics
and society that one could have expected
to follow a traumatic national experience of
such magnitude never took place. 7

Muslim, Press and Bangladesh

37

Conclusion
No radical change occurred in the thinking of the Indian Muslims either. Their
immediate reaction to the various developments in the crisis were, as we saw
above, more imbued with fundamentalism
in some respects than the responses of the
Pakistanis. One got the feeling that the
thinking of a significant and large group of
Indian Muslims was still very much
governed by two potentially most dangerous notions, namely:
1. there is one Muslim nation, one Muslim language, and one Muslim culture; and
2. those who are not with them in these
beliefs are against them, and, therefore,
against Islam itself.
It was similar irrational thinking that had
led them, prior to 1947, to give overwhelm-

ing support to the demand for Pakistan, a
demand that allegedly arose out of a desire
to protect Muslim minorities but which in
its fulfilment left them high and dry. That
demand got the support that it did because
it appealed to the Indian Muslims' belief
that, having 'ruled over India for one
thousand years,' they could only be either
kings (in Pakistan) or king-makers (in
India) . Mr Jinnah asked the Indian Muslims to unite for Pakistan, without offering
them any details of what that Pakistan was
going to be like. 8 'Unite and remain separate from the non-Muslims, who should
have no say in Muslim affairs,' that was the
c1y in those days. That still seems to be the
cry raised by a large number of the leading
elements in the community.
It is a dismal picture indeed!

NOTES
1111e following Indian Urdu journals were
directly consulted: Jamiat Times (Delhi), Nida-iMillat (Luclmow), Azaim (Lucknow), and Sidqi-Jadid ( Luclrnow). The material from Sangam
(Patna) , Nasheman (Bangalore), and Dawat
(Delhi) was indirectly obtained from the files of
Organiser (Delhi) and Zinclagi (Lahore). These
Urdu journals, togetiler with the English newsweekly Radiance ( Dellii) and a couple of other
journals from Hyderabad and Bombay, comprise
tile Muslim press in India. Needless to say, only
a small sample of the data has been included in
the article.
2 The Pakistani material is from the following
Urdu journals: Eshiya (Lahore) and Zindagi
( Lahore), which are closely identilied with tile
Jamaat-i-Islami in Pakistan; Nusrat (Lahore) and
Mttsawat (Lahore), which are close to tile P.P.P.;
and Chatan (Lahore) , which is rather independent
in its views. Zindagi has the largest circulation of
all political weeklies. I have also used scattered
issues of Dihqan (Lahore), H ikayat Digest, and
Nawa-i-Waqt (Lahore). Again, only a small
sample of the material is presented here.
3 One leader of the N.A.P., Mir G. B. Bizanju,
declared soon after the ceasefire that Pakistan was
a country of four nationalities. 'We are one Muslim
nation ( qattm) ,' he said, 'but within it tilere are
four separate nationalities ( qaumiyat) : Baluch,
Punjabi, Pushtun, and Sindhi.' ( Zindagi; April 3,
1972). According to Mr Bizanju, 'a group which

has linguistic and cultural unity and lives within
one geographic area is a qaumiyat'. What he thinks
of the Urdu-speaking muhaiirs and Sindhi-speaking Hindus is not available for record.
4 Though the Jiye Sindh movement began in
1945, it gained strength only in recent years. In
its convention in February 1971, one of its leaders
declared that tile muhaiirs were 'Pakistani "Jews",'
and should be treated accordingly! ( Zindagi;
March 8, 1971).
5 The Al-Badr group consisted entirely of Bengali
Muslim supporters of the Jamaat-i-Islami and acted
as a para-military group. The condemning statements appeared in Nusrat, October 24, 1971;
Dihqan, October 11, 1971; and Nawa-i-Waqt,
October 14, 1971.
6 The presence of Raja Tridib Roy did not, however, stop the fanatic elements from denouncing
the Hindus of East Bengal in unequivocal terms!
7 Within a few weeks of the ceasefire the 'Islamists' and tile 'non-Islamists' were at loggerheads
about such issues as Mr Bhutto's fondness for
champagne, or the habit of some of his supporters
to dance bhangra on occasions of celebration. One
of tile most ridiculous debates was about whether
tl1e colour of Islam is red or green. One scholar on
the P.P.P. side pointed out tilat tile Prophet used
henna to dye his beard and not some green colour!
(For details see the various issues of Zindagi and
Nusrat for the first six months of 1972).

Ashok Mahaian

PURANIGALI
A cloaca flowing from Bara Bazar
Spills its cobbles
With faeces and lant.
Purani Cali has
An unbroken chain
Of garbage hills
Humped like palsied
Dromedaries
And just one
Rusty, age-eroded drum
Perpetually choked with trash.
Now at its rim, a crow perches
Rectrices raised, culmen dipping.
Then emerges with a dead,
Tailless lizard in its carbon bill.
And, as it takes to Hight
Its '"'ings almost graze
Hiroo's bald-head-old beggar
Who with his bent stave
Stirs each stack of stench
Turn by turn; ferrets
Pieces of 'basi roti'
Fungus-coated bread
And rotten fruit.
Close by, a sow and her farrow
Nose the upturned dumps for swill.
A black dog trots away with a bone.
Garbage sustains
Bird, beast, man.
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A POLICY FOR WATER

A concern
NATIONAL policy for water must
itself primarily with the optimum management of the country's renewable fresh water resources, represented
by annual precipitation in the f01m of snow
and rain. Since most of this precipitation
occurs during the relatively short monsoon
season, it is necessary that we must aim at
its conservation to the maximum possible
extent so that water may be available for
agricultural, domestic and industrial uses
throughout the year. Since, further, the
demand for water is not only already in
excess of its supply but is also growing
steadily in all sectors, we must make sure
that this scarce resource is used with the
utmost economy, and to the best possible
advantage of the community.
Before there can be any meaningful discussion of how these twin objectives can be
achieved it is necessary to consider how
water behaves during the terrestrial portion
of the perpetual hydrologic cycle. For we
can make little use of water so long as it is in
the atmosphere and none at all once it has
re-entered the sea-it is only so long as water
remains on or within the land mass that we
can use it for our own purposes.
Of the precipitation which comes into
contact vvith the surface of the land and
does not get evaporated immediately,
a portion runs off as surface flow while the
rest percolates into the soil. The amount of
water which runs off and the amount which
passes into the soil and later into the sub·
soil strata in the form of groundwater
depends upon a number of factors. Broadly
speaking, the greater the intensity of rain-

fall, the greater the slope of the land and
the greater its state of denudation, the
greater will be the run-off and therefore
the lesser the amount of water available to
saturate the soil and recharge groundwater
aquifers. Further, since all flowing water
dislodges and carries away some amount of
the top soil, it also follows that the greater
the run-off the greater will be the erosive
action of water.
It is exb'emely important that these basic
facts about the interaction between precipitation and the land surface on which it
falls should be properly appreciated because it is this interaction which holds the
key to the understanding of almost all problems of water as well as of land management. For it is as difficult to manage siltladen waters as it is to manage lands
denuded of their top soil and therefore
deprived of their rightful share of soil moisture and groundwater.
Let us see why this should be so. The
vicious circle of erosion has its beginnings
in the destruction of the natural vegetative
cover of the soil. Once this cover has been
destroyed, whether by overgrazing or by the
conversion of forest lands into agricultural
lands, and the soil laid bare to the fury of
tropical rains, it begins to lose its fertility
and therefore its capacity to support vegetation. For unlike water, the soil is for all
purposes a non-replenishable resource-it
takes Nature anything b etween 500 and
1,000 years to build an inch of the fertile top
soil. This is why erosion becomes more difficult to control with each passing year, and
is accompanied by increasing aridity be-
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cause denuded land surfaces offer little resistance to run-off.
The conservation of the soil is therefore
necessary as much for its own sake as for the
conservation of water. It is, however,
equally necessary for the prevention of the
damage which silt-laden waters cause in a
variety of ways. For sediment not only
eats into the storage capacity of expensive
tanks and reservoirs but also makes the
management of rivers an extremely difficult
affair. For the carrying capacity of rivers
gets reduced as sedimentation in their lower
reaches raises their beds and causes them
to overflow theii· banks. Devastating floods
and changes in the courses of rivers are thus
the direct result of soil erosion. The construction of embankments and dykes for the
control of floods is not only an expensive
business but offers no permanent remedy
since they have to be continually raised in
height to cope with the progressive rise in
the level of river beds. The deposits of silt
near the mouths of rivers choke bays and
harbours and create acute problems of
dredging and drainage in deltaic areas.

A Sensible Water Policy
is clear from what has been said above
I T that
a sensible water policy should concentrate on tl1e conservation, to the maximum extent possible, of water as soil moisture and groundwater rather than, as is
happening now, on the storage of silt-laden
waters in gigantic reservoirs and on the
construction of expensive works for containing floods which are uncontrollable because
they are bound to increase in fury with each
passing year if their catchments continue
to be neglected.
The rich dividends which a sensible water
policy-sensible because it takes account of
the realities of the relationship between
land and water, and is not based on a purely
engineering approach-would pay are easy
to set out. Precious soil resources would be
saved for the community-it has been estimated that the amount of soil which is displaced as a re~ult of water erosion is of the
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order of 60,000 million tonnes annually and
contains nutrients equivalent to 5.37 million
tonnes of NPK. Floods, which cause losses
of the order of Rs. 300 crore annually would
be reduced in incidence and severity. The
danger posed to tanks and reservoirs-on
which thousands of crores have been invested-by sedimentation would be removed.
Finally, a great deal of water which is being
lost to the sea would be conserved as
groundwater.
The benefits which additional supplies of
groundwater would confer on the community need special mention. For not only does
this resource represent water in its purest
natural fonn, but it also costs absolutely
nothing to store for indefinite periods and,
what is more, to convey over the large
distances which it h·avels under the surface
of the gr·ound in an effort as it were, to serve
the largest possible number of people at
their very doorsteps. Further, it suffers no
losses by evaporation or seepage-either
during storage or during transmission-such
as surface waters are subject to. It is easy to
tap as individual tubewells can be installed
at little expense and within a matter of
weeks if not, in fact, days. Once developed,
groundwater is available as and when
required by the user on the mere pushing of
a button and therefore lends itself beautifully to the requirements of modem agriculture.
By contrast, smface "vater is extremely
difficult to store and manage. Big projectssuch as are the vogue in this country-take
decades to design and build, require large
areas of precious land for submergence and
for dish·ibution systems, are subject to
serious evaporation and transmission losses,
and demand stupendous outlays for their
completion. They also create significant
problems of waterlogging and drainage and
thus pose a threat to the very land they are
meant to serve. Their storages are exposed
to the threat of siltation and their command
areas require large outlays for the full
development of their potential. They require
large staff for maintenance and operation
but find it difficult to give full satisfaction
to the farmer in the matter of supplying

A Policy fo1' W ate1'
water as and when required. Financially
such projects are still in the red-the annual
losses on their operation are of the order of
Rs. 150 crore. But above all, they are wasteful of water-not only do transmission losses
amount to around 40 per cent on the average, but since water is generally not
charged for on a volumetric basis, the
farmer is also extravagant in his use of this
resource.
For all these reasons, every effort must be
made to replenish groundwater resources to
the fullest extent possible. Apart from
facilitating the natural recharge of groundwater through soil and water conservation
measures, efforts must also be made to
undertake artificial recharge wherever this
is possible. (Thus it would be a good idea
to investigate the possibility of diverting the
flood waters of the Ganga into the Rajasthan
desert-to make use of the groundwater
storage available there-instead of thinking
of taking them all the way to the Cauvery) .
Conditions must also be created to encourage groundwater development to the
fullest possible extent by carrying out land
reforms and consolidation of holdings, by
undertaking scientific investigations designed to ascertain the limits of safe pumping in
given areas, by providing technical advice
and guidance to farmers, by arranging for
loan assistance on an adequate scale and by
making sure that tubewells do not remain
idle on account of lack of electricity or
diesel. In situations of limited supply of
groundwater, statutory powers must also be
exercised to regulate development.
In an ideal situation, the planning of
water conservation and use would be
undertaken on a sub-catchment basis, in
order to ensure that the water which flows
into the main river system from each of its
sub-catchments is not onlv free from silt
but is also such as is gen~inely surplus to
local requirements. The calculation of local
requirements would naturally depE?nd upon
the land use which is considered to be the
best for the area in question and would
involve a study of local soils, climatic
conditions and available water resources.
Arid areas should, in particular, not allow
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any run-off to be lost and must utilise all
precipitation locally-whether for growing
crops or merely grasses and trees. Protection against overgrazing and overfelling
must, in all sub-catchments, be undertaken
alongside such measures as contour ploughing, contour terracing and bunding and the
construction of gully plugs and detention
weirs.
JT is not difficult to imagine the dramatic
change that the implementation of such
an approach would bring about in the ecological environment that governs our fate
as a nation. The denuded Shivaliks, the
ravines along the Chambal, the Jamuna, the
Sabarmati and the Mahi would become
things of the past, as would the treeless and
grassless slopes of the Deccan plateau and
the bare hills of North-Eastern India which
have been stripped of vegetation by imprudent shifting cultivation. The millions
of hectares of the so-called waste lands
which yield nothing but silt and floods
today would become important producers
of grasses and trees and would contribute
significantly to the replenishment of the
country's groundwater resources. Our rivers
would carry less sediment and, thanks to
return flows from groundwater aquifers,
would maintain more even flows throughout
the year. Our storages would acquire new
leases of life and the severity of both floods
and droughts would be reduced.
All this can, however, become possible
only if the management of our water resources is not looked at as a problem of civil
engineering but as something inseparable
from the total management of our land and
soil resources. If this is done, the conclusion
will soon be reached that the first task before our irrigation departments today is to
make the fullest possible use of the waters
which have been already impounded at such
heavy cost as this offers the best hope to
the country for achieving self-sufficiency in
food in the shortest possible time. This is
however a task which requires a drastic
reorientation in the attitudes of the irrigation engineer. Instead of dreaming of
building more gigantic structures he must
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learn to pay attention to the detailed requirements of efficient irrigation and undertake the execution of the numberless small
works which are required in each command
to maximise production, and to prevent
the wastage of water as well as damage to
the soil. To illustrate, distribution systems
need to be extended in a scientific manner
over tens of millions of hectares so as to
reach the last field in each outlet command,
fields need to be levelled and reshaped in
accordance with the contours of the land,
and field as well as intermediate and major
drainage provided wherever water-logging
is or is likely to become a problem. A
comprehensive approach to irrigation problems would also induce engineers to take
more than a theoretical interest in the
protection of reservoirs against siltation and
would involve them seriously in soil and
water conservation measures in catchment
areas. All these are extremely complicated
tasks and present a very big challenge
indeed. They will also require huge outlays,
running into thousands of crores and will
take decades to complete. The reconsideration of existing irrigation policies 'vill
thus not affect job opportunities for
engineers in any way; if anything, it 'viii
enhance them.
The new approach suggested above will
also yield some other benefits. By confronting Irrigation Departments with the total
costs of projects-costs which include those
of command area development and drainage as well as of reservoir protection-and
by acquainting them with the difficulties in
the way of planning and executing such
'total' projects, it will bring them down to
earth, both literally and metaphorically, and
dampen their ardour for taking up big new
projects even while existing projects are
languishing. Such a change in attitude will
be most welcome indeed and will hopefully
cure Irrigation Departments of the disease
of giganticism that most of them are suffering from. For today Inigation D epartments
think it below their dignity to even look at
projects which cost less than Rs. 30 lakh
each; such projects are ·classified as 'minor'
and left to Panchayats and Agriculture
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Departments to plan and execute. Yet it is
precisely such 'minor' projects which are
needed to be constructed in large numbers
in the future if better use is to be made of
soil and water resources.
The new approach will also end the isolation in which the civil engineer has functioned so far in tackling irrigation problems,
which by their very nature require the
concerted attention of a number of disciplines. For it will no longer do to consider
a project completed if the storage structure
is completed and the distribution system
built up to the outlet which serves blocks of
land of anything up to 200 hectares. If the
heavy investments made in irrigation projects are to yield the results expected of
them, the agronomist, the soil scientist, the
extension worker, the drainage engineer
and the economist will have to sit dovm
with the irrigation engineer and consider
what would be the best cropping patterns
to adopt in various parts of the command,
what would be the best way of meeting the
water requirements of the crops to be
grown, how excess water should be drained
away • and how various on-farm works
should be financed.

Broad Features
background, the broad features of
I Na this
water policy which might suit our
circumstances ·would appear to be somewhat as follows:
( i) All land and water management problems must be viewed as a whole, as they
do constitute an indivisible whole and cannot be considered in isolation from each
other. Soil erosion , denudation, droughts
and floods are all symptoms of the same
disease of poor land and water management.
( ii) The natural unit for the planning and
execution of all land and water management programmes is the sub-catchment
which must retain for local use all the water
which it needs. It is only if this principle is
adhered to that it will be possible to build
up rational River Basin Plans on the basis
of plans for each of the sub-catchments
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within the basin. Needless to say, such
River Basin Plans will deal ,vith land use
matters as well as with the use of ground
and surface water resources and the prevention and control of floods.
(iii) The conservation of water to the
maximum possible extent must obviously be
worked for. It must b e realised however
that this is possible only if the conservation
of the soil is achieved as a prerequisite. The
prevention of erosion by "vater must therefore form a cornerstone of any water policy.
( iv) Since water is b est and most conveniently conserved in the fonn of groundwater, high priority must be given to the
replenishment of groundwater resources by
natural as well as artificial measures.
( v) The maximum possible development
of groundwater must be aimed at in view
of the unique natural advantages offered by
this resource. All the administrative, technical, financial and legal measures necessary
for this purpose must be adopted as a matter of priority and the care of this resource
should not be neglected any longer.
(vi) There is great scope for improvement in the working and utilisation of
the potential of existing and ongoing surface irrigation projects, and therefore for
a quick increase in our agricultural production. Priority attention must accordingly

be given to the investigation of shortcomings in each project and thereafter to
make each project financially viable.
(vii) New surface irrigation projects
must be investigated with great care and
steps taken to avoid the mistakes noticed in
the planning and execution of similar projects in the past.
(viii) Land and soil are om most precious non-renewable resources and must on
no account be allowed to be damaged by
water in the form of floods or water-logging.
( ix) Water must be used with the utmost
economy, whether for agricultural, industrial or domestic purposes. It must also be
protected against pollution by agricultural,
industrial or municipal wastes . Recycling
techniques must be investigated and adopted wherever possible.
( x) The problems of water management
are, by their very nature, not such as can be
tackled by any single discipline. All the
disciplines concerned with good land and
water management should be brought together under new integrated Departments
of Land & \Vater both at the Centre and in
the States.
(xi) \Vater is a national asset and must
accordingly be placed in the Concurrent
List.

The People's Rights
Recent works on ancient Indian polity, and the rights and duties of kings or other
political authorities also seem to be in some conflict with the prevalent view of the
traditional submissiveness of the Indian people. According to some the very word
'Raja' meant 'one who pleases' and therefore any right of the king was subject to
the fulfilment of duties and was forfeited if such were not performed. Further, an
oft-quoted verse of the Mahabharata states: 'The people should gird themselves
up and kill a cruel king who does not protect his subjects, who extracts taxes and
simply robs them of their wealth, who gives no lead. Such a king is Kali (evil and
strife) incarnate. The king who after declaring "I shall protect you" does not
protect his subjects should be killed (by the people), after forming a confederacy,
like a dog that is afflicted with madness."
-Dharampal, Civil Disobedience and Indian Tradition,
p. xxv ( Sarva Seva Sangh, ] !=l71 )
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INDIAN AND WESTERN MUSIC

WHEN an Indian hears Western music
for the first time, he is bewildered by
its alien sound. He does not find hannony
and counterpoint congenial to his listening
habits. He is puzzled by the great variety
of instruments. He finds it strange that the
Western musician plays after looking at the
notation. The fact that Indians show deep
ignorance about Western music can be seen
from the way they start applauding after
the first movement of a work. Once in Jaipur
Gisella Jahn, the conductor of Munich
Orchestra, looked back in anger when she
found the listeners indulging in this lapse
in the case of a Bach concerto. Some of my
friends were surprised to find that the first
movement was. in fast tempo and the second
movement was in slow tempo. Most Indians
find this strange because they are not used
to this sort of transition. They complain
rather naively that Western music has no
improvisation. A little commonsense would
show that one can't possibly improvise on
35 instruments and that improvisation is not
a virtue in itself. There is an equally important virtue in musical organization. In
all musical expelience there is a choice between improvisation and organisation, but
this fact is often ignored.
On the other hand, the Westerner is
equally intrigued when he finds the absence
of notation in Indian music. He is surprised
as much by the vocalist who goes on weaving endless melodic patterns as by the accompanist who plays a progressively intricate sequence of syllables on the tabla. At
the same time, he finds time-'svar' continuum of Indian music as sickening as the

fact that he has to squat on the :floor when
he goes to hear an intimate recital at a
friend's house.
With all our new mass media of communication and transport facilities, this
ignorance has persisted on both sides of the
Atlantic. This can be seen on a higher level
in certain scholarly works. Thus Percy A.
Scholes who wrote a book on music in 1950
called it A History of Music. He took it for
granted that Western music was the only
music that mattered. The balance was retrieved much later in 1966 when Donald
Jay Grout called his work A History of
Western Music, and mentioned in the preface that he had added the word Western'
to the title of his work because Indian music
could no longer be ignored. He knew that
Western music is one half of the circle and
that the other half cannot be left out.
But this sort of misunderstanding is not
one-sided only. The folly persists in the
Indian subcontinent also. There is so much
ignorance of Western music in India that
ProfessorS. K. Chaubey in his book Indian
Music Today (1945) (p. 108) refers to
Beethoven's Unfinished Symphony. The
great scholar of Indian music did not know
that Schubert was the composer of the Unfinished Symphony. Indeed, in all references, Professor Chaubey shows only perfunctory and superficial knowledge of
Western music. In the same way 0.
Go.swami, who wrote his A Story of Indian
Music as late as 1965, entitled one of his
chapters 'Western vs Indian Music.' The
connective 'versus' is highly misleading. It
gives the impression that he is going to
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describe a tennis match, say, West Germany
vs India. It may be true that these systems
can be contrasted but in their total musical
value, they only supplement each other's
finer points.
The fact that Goswami never took Western music seriously can be seen from many
passages in the abo:ve chapter. Having
decided that Indian music is the norm, he
found Bach and Beethoven wanting. He
found Debussy closer to Indian music because of his use of muffied tones, and he
regarded him not as an Impressionist, but
as a Romantic. To quote Goswami:
The harmonic sequences of Eric Satie
and Debussy were signs of this groping
towards a new musical ideal, thanks to
the pedal effects of the piano, which when
played in a natural and direct manner
is able to produce a sort of confused flow
of sounds where to some extent the notes
lose their individuality and become integrated into a whole. But this integration
is still a shadow-a faint image of the
true model of old music that is still prevalent in the East. The groping, searching and striving for the ideal still continues and will continue until such time
as the vVesterners are prepared to change
their approach to music and reconstruct
the whole musical system on the natural
laws of sound ( p. 246, italics added).
The only comment one can make on a
passage like this is that Westerners can
safely afford to ignore this fatherly advice
because the author makes a 'confused flow
of sound' a virtue in itself and he makes
'natural laws of sound' the sole monopoly
of Indian music. Such aesthetic norms do
justice neither to Indian nor to Western
music. The trouble with Goswami is that he
hears Western music as if it is bad Indian
music.

Obstacles to Understanding
this sort of ignorance persists beBUT
cause most musicologists see only one
half of the story. One is reminded of the
story of the seven blind men and the eleQUEST

phant. No genuine understanding of a new
system is possible unless one makes an
effort to understand the rules of the game.
At present, there are various obstacles,
which hinder this sort of understanding.
Let us take into consideration the semantic ones first. In so many books written in
English on Indian music, no satisfactory
definition of raga is available because it
cannot be easily defined in terms of Western concepts. Every raga has its own movement and its own personality. It is neither
a sonata nor a concerto with a fixed form,
hence its ontological situs cannot be determined. After all, a raga is. not a particular
composition that is sung in it; instead, it is
something which enables every artiste to
discover himself through it. One would have
to test all one's resources in cultural linguistics to attempt the definition of a musical
concept like raga.
Another common mistake is to compare
a raga with a mode. Bach may have composed a piece in E to E mode but this has
no resemblance to the raga. Such comparisons tend to ignore the basic fact about
Indian music that it uses only 12 notes but
these are sharper or flatter according to the
character of the raga and according to the
character of each temperament. That is why
a raga can be roughly defined as any melodic
system which, within certain limits, everyone discovers for himself according to his
temperament.
One can say in a sense that Beethoven is
a raga. Minor eccentricities apart, in every
case there are certain common traits which
easily come to mind when we remember
Bach-that monument of polyphony-or
Wagner-the master of music drama-or
Sibelius who reminds us of the swans of
Tuonela in the same way as Sarang reminds
us of rain. Likewise certain associations
easily come to mind when we remember
Darbari-the courtly grandeur-or Myan ki
Malhar-the arrival of rains-or Bhairavthe worship in early morning. But the difference between these associations is characteristic. In the former we have the
renaissance assertion of personality; in the
latter, we have total dissolution of persona-
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lity. In the la tter, the self gets submerged
in melody; while the sweet sadness of
Mozart's Symphony No. 40 in G minor reflects his state of mind at that period in his
life.
In the same way, an Indian student of
Western music faces a parallel difficulty
when he tries to understand tonality, chromaticism, chords and their progression, and
major-minor modes, because parallels for
these concepts are not to be found in Indian
music. One has to shake off one's old habits
and beliefs and imaginatively project oneself into a new world before these concepts
become familiar.
But this sort of understanding is not
forthcoming. A common error made by
many reviewers is to equate Ma tivra with
F Sharp. Now F Sharp is a fixed identifiable
note on the piano while Ma tivra varies
according to the tonic of every singer. And
yet the sort of equation is a common recurrence in the reviews published in The
Statesman. A similar difficulty crops up
w·hen one tries to understand Tal in terms of
Western concepts. There is no equivalent
word available, hence it is rather difficult
to explain the use of time in cyclic order in
Indian music as opposed to the linear one
in Western music. The presence of bars in
Western music creates a misleading impression but this device is only a matter of
harn1onic convenience. A Western student
always finds the idea of sam and klw1i
intriguing until his nervous system gets
used to it. Also it is not right to say that
Indian rhythms are more complex than
Western ones: Stravinsky is not less cemplex rhythmically. The essential difference
can be seen in linear vs cyclic terms.
The failure to understand this difference
in terms of cyclic vs linear terms leads H. J.
Koelh·eutter to maintain that 'Time in
Indian music is "experienced" time, not
rationally "measured" time' (Three Lectu1'Cs on Music, p. 28 ) . This may be theoreti- ·
cally true but it is not true in actual practice.
Every sensible tabla player does use a
metronome in the beginning and in this
sense, uses 'measured' time. On the other
hand, evmy conductor has to fall back

upon 'experienced' time dming the actual
progress of the symphony. He can't possibly keep a metronome while the symphony
is in progress. It is on this account that
Herbert von Karajan is slower in interpreting d=60 than Thomas Beecham. This only
shows that the difference between 'measured'
and 'experienced' time is relative and not
absolute. This is a simple gestalt fact: mere
indication of tempo in terms of andante and
allegro does not ensure that it will be observed exactly in all cases. If David Katz's work
on the gestalt study of perception in relation to music is to be believed, the variations
remain fairly high.
The other common word which is used
in different senses in both systems is 'tension'. While tension in Western music is
dramatic and organised, in Indian music it
is impromptu and unpremeditated. The
latter may not have the conflict of contrasts
but there is persistent effort to create the
tension by hiding the sam (the climatic
point) or by having a prolonged intricate
sequence of syllables on the tabla or by
having a prolonged animated tan (fast
figure) which leaves one with bated breath.
Melodically, tension is created by remaining away from the tonic for a longer duration
than 'expected'. However, there is a prevailing misconception that Western music has
tension while Indian music lacks it. This
misunderstanding can be easily removed if
we observe that the use of tal in Indian
music is a fine texture of expectation, disappointment, surprisal and satisfaction, and
this sustains tension all the time.

Melody and Harmony
THERE are two other terms which are
often misused while distinguishing between these two systems. It is commonly
assumed that the difference between Indian
and Western music is the difference between
melody and harmony. Yet the difference is
one only of degree and not of kind. When
an Indian vocalist uses the sarangi for the
purpose of accompaniment, he does make
use of heterophony, and when his accompanist tunes his tabla to Pancham, he does
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make use of ham1ony of a rudimentary kind.
And to say that W estem music has no
melody would be unfair to Mozart-though
melody in the Westem sense is different
from melody in the Indian sense. The former has a predetermined beginning and
end while the latter is essentially developed
by playing tricks with notes, by an individual perception of the tune unfolding in
any direction the artiste pleases. Indian
melody is characterised by certain subtle
nuances and finer details which are conspicuous by their absence in Western
melody. The melodic devices like meend,
murki, gamak and khatka have reached a
point of sophistication for which no parallel
can be found in slur or portamento or appogiaturas.
In spite of these semantic differences,
both systems use the same terms-'rhythm',
'tension' and 'melody'-without pointing
out the separate universes of discourse
that these terms refer to. No understanding
of the two systems is possible unless sharper
distinctions are drawn in the use of these
terms.
The fact that this sort of understanding
is not easily forthcoming can be seen from
the way certain Western musicologists maintain that Indian music has no structure. In
a sense this is true because Indian music has
the romance of the unknown, and for most
of the time, one just can't anticipate the
next impulse of the artiste. One may get
tired of hearing the Eroica-after all, the
difference will be only one of interpretation
-but an Indian recital always has unforeseen possibilities. There is no value judgment in such a statement. There is good
Indian music and there is bad Indian music,
depending upon whether improvisation is
tmated as a virtue or as a vice. Whereas
Western music has a rationalistically
arranged design, and occasionally the form
is obvious as in the classical sonata, where
there are three movements-allegro, andante,
allegro-and within the movement, the exposition, development and recapitulation,
in Indian music the structure is more flexible but not without its mvn im1er logic. It
depends essentially on an artiste's ability to
QUEST
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evoke the mood and atmosphere of a raga;
all the same, it is not entirely without structure.
While the forms in Kamatak music are
fairly fixed, the gharanas of Hindustani
music have solved this problem in their own
way. For instance, musicians of the Patiala
school rely for their structure on melodic
variety. Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan, the
chief exponent of this school, had a theory
that the duration for which a raga can be
elaborated depends on its melodic possibilities. The progression of a raga in the Agra
school is based on considerations of rhythmic variation, particularly in relation to
word figures. In our own time, Amir Khan
has ~onsciously shown his concern for
'architectonics'. He builds his musical edifice
note by note in observance of the principles
of gestalt psychology-namely, when you
touch the next higher note, an entirely new
whole is formed in relation to earlier notes.
Also, the vilambit part of his recital shows
the possibility of the development of a raga
in the lower octave, while the drut part has
all the unpremeditated tans ascending in
the upper octave, giving an impression of a
breathless leap into verticality. All the
above instances show that Indian music is
not as casual or wayward as one may suppose on preliminmy considerations.
But this sort of understanding has been
rather slow in coming because earlier there
were few opportunities. Haydn was fond of
saying that he would not have composed
the way he did if he had not got the patron
he did get. Likewise, the truly romantic
parts of Beethoven were caused by the fact
that he had an absolute freedom from the
bonds of patmnage. There is similar historical inevitability about the twentieth century. It is only in our own time that the
'gigantic anthropological circus riotously
holds open all its booths'. Ours is an age of
anthropology which has distinguished itself
by sympathetic, painstaking study of primitive cultures. It is a pity that at such a time
considerable musical value should be lost
simply because there is lack of a sound, intellectual apprehension of the other system.
We are lucky to live at a time when music
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can be available in our drawing rooms in
so many forms. The real emancipation of
Indian music has come through tape-recorders, long-playing records and All India
Radio. It is no longer an esoteric mystery
that it used to be.
After all, music is only one part of a total
cultural complex. The realisation of this fact
makes any value judgment futile. A cat is
not a defective kind of dog, nor is Indian
music a defective sort of W estem music.
The wrong impression is conveyed by
semantic refraction created by certain key
phrases. Most Westem musicologists describe Indian music as 'modal monophonic'
and this gives the impression that Indians
did not have the good sense to realise the
possibility of polyphony or homophony. The
above description of Indian music is not
wrong in a way, but it is misleading. To one
who is not conversant with Indian music
it gives the misleading impression that
Indian musicians only go up and down the
octave and that they care only for melody.
This view is wrong because Indian music
is melodic against a strictly rhythmic background, and without the latter it looks like
a figure without ground.
The other extreme from this view would
be to say that Indian music is spiritual. The
epithet may be true of an occasional 'alap'
on Veena or it may apply to Abdul Karim
Khan who used to identify himself completely with his music and treat it as some
sort of sadhana. He would close his eyes
and stretch every note, and this made many
think that he was doing something spiritual.
But generally speaking, to say that Indian
music is spiritual is as misleading as to say
that W estem music is secular. Spirituality in
music is often mistaken for some sort of organisation of impulses or a desirable equipoise, and to apply this loose adjective only
to Indian music is to create an unnecessary
false bogey.
As far as the assessment of Indian music
is concerned, the pendulum has tended to
swing between the two extremes mentioned
above. Earlier Indian music was regarded
as one of the undertones in world music;
now it has been deified in highly reverential
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terms. The truth lies somewhere in between
these opposite points of view. In fact, Indian
music provides an authentic counterpoint
to Westem music.
The above point can be understood better
if we work out the parallel in religious
terms. The Gospel of St John begins with
the clause: 'In the beginning was the
word'. Likewise, Western music began with
the principle: 'Set it down.' It was written
as far back as the Gregorian chant of the
11th centmy. On the other hand, Indian
music took the Buddha more seriously and
believed in his saying that 'names only hide
the reality of things around us'. Hence
Indian music refused to be pinned down to
symbols. It remained intuitive and therefore, discursive. It had no history. External
conditions like the forms of patronage
changed but music remained much the
same. Even the classical treatises on Indian
music like Bharata's Natya-Shastra or
Sarangdeva's Sangita Ratnakara have only
an archaeological interest.
On the other hand, W estem music shows
a clear evolution from the simple to the
complex. It became cumulative because it
had notation. This difference can be seen
from the fact that whereas an Indian flautist
can look at the mountains and play, the
Westem flautist will say 'Let me go and
bring some music', and then look at the
page and play. Thus Westem music is the
repository of the best musical thoughts of
the best musical minds. But in Indian music,
the inherited part is vmy minor. Raga
Malkauns may have come down the generations for more than 2,000 years, yet in its
contents, it is astonishingly sin1.ple. What
history has passed on to Indians are the five
notes Sa, Ga, Ma, Dha, Ni which comprise
this raga and the rest is 'do what you like
within certain limits'.
But this flexibility has given a misleading
impression that the written music of the
West which embodies the progressively intricate forms of harmony is the highest consummation of musical organisation while
improvisation and melody, the chief features
of Indian music, are regarded as something
in a minor key. The fact that this view is
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wrong can be seen by taking an analogy
from painting. When the W estemer looks
at an Indian painting, he is surprised to find
that Indians did not know perspective. But
he ignores the fact that what is lost in perspective is gained in texture and that one
can't have both perspective and texture at
the same time. Only when one knows the
inevitability of this choice does one realise
the matchless brilliance of the texture of a
.\lughal miniature. Hannony and melody
seem to be in the same plight as perspective and texture. The full appreciation of
melody and texture depends on one's ability
to realise the aesthetic postulate that the
value lies in minute particulars. After all,
the clouds appear in the sky every year but
their pattems are different. When one hears
Indian melody from this point of view,
one realises that God has evenly distributed
his gifts between the two hemispheres. The
real choice is between tone colour and
shrutis, or between harmony and rhythm,
or between modulation and melody, and
between organisation and improvisation.
Only when one attends to both systems
carefully, can one en joy all these musical
clements fully.

Musical Choice
This problem of musical choice can be
fully understood if we see the difference
between Indian and Westem civilisation in
broader terms. W. B. Yeats summed up the
achievement of the West by saying:
'Measurement began over might.' On the
other hand, he found 'Asiatic, vague immensities' in the East. This difference can
be seen by comparing the plummetmeasured fa ce of Phidias' statue with the
serene but disproportionate statue of the
Buddha in the Ajanta caves. Indian sculptors did not care for dimensions; they
cared for the beatific smile on the Buddha's
face. They went inside while the sculptors
of the Parthenon went outside. In the same
way, the Indian musician emphasises the
intuitive perception of melody while the
Western musician aspires for precision in
melody by having the 88 notes of the piano
QUEST
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periodically tuned to fixed, measured frequencies. Indian music cares for the unheard melody between the notes while
Western music cares for the measured notes
but lends them immense variety by playing them at the same time on a large
number of instruments.
In spite of these differences, there have
been many attempts to borrow the good
points of the two styles. In its effort to be
progressively complex, Westem music is
tending to arrive at a dead end. TI1e pa1tial
exception to this rule is Stravinsky, who, as
a neo-classicist, has revived 14th century
madrigals or Bela Bartok and Vaughan
\Villiams who have used national folk
idioms in their classical compositions. Incidentally, Bartok and Williams, like Bade
Ghulam Ali Khan and Kumar Gandharva,
have all along believed that all art must,
anteus-like, grow from the soil. They have
regarded classical music as a sophisticated
version of folk music; after all, primeval
rhythm and melody are the sources of all
great music. But these are exceptional cases.
Otherwise, the belief in 'progress' in the
W estem sense has led to musical chaos such
as the one expressed in the atonality of
Schoenberg. It is to counteract this lawlessness that Yehudi Menuhin recently suggested that ·w estern music should cultivate the
melodic grandeur of Indian music.
But no genuine musical cross-fertilisation
has yet been possible. While it is interesting to note that Ravi Shankar can play a
Bach suite on the Sitar or that Yehudi
Menuhin can play Raga Malkauns, these
remain superficial novelties. After all, John
Meyers spent a large number of years in the
British Museum, trying to work out some
system whereby he could combine harmony
with melody but these efforts have not
borne fruit. TI1ey have succeeded as much
as Roussell's symphony inspired by four
cities of India or Gustav Holst's musical
epic inspired by Savitri. Otherwise, jazz,
which has no classical pretensions, is the
only form of vVestern music which has not
only borrowed the intricacy of Indian tal in
the form of syncopation but also cultivated
improvisation in the Indian style. It is inter-
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csting to see George Harrison play an alap
in raga Kafi and improvise the same raga
as a jazz tune. But all this looks like Mahesh
Yogi's transcendental meditation which
promises all this and spirituality too.
Among the Indian borrowings of Western music, the most futile attempt has been
made in the realm of All India Radio's
Vadya Vrincla. Earlier, Indian music had no
orchestra except the disorganised jumble
which used to accompany dramatic perfonnances. But since 1953, an attempt has
been made to incorporate many Indian
instruments into an orchestra. While Ravi
Shankar has occasionally succeeded in adding a rudimentary harmonic dimension to
some of his compositions based on folk
themes, or T. K. Jayarama Iyer had added
the Western concept of 'movement' to his
'Dhanyasi' or Anil Biswas has added a very
repetitive counterpoint in his 'BasaU:t
Agman', all these innovations remain as
superficial as Ravi Shankar's attempt to
compose a sitar concerto. AIR's orchestral
compositions remain superficial novelties;
they remind one so much of Western
renaissance music, and can be tolerated
only by ears not trained to hear Western
music of the 18th and 19th centuries.
Indian music, these days, would not have
been on the world map if Ravi Shankar
had not had his encounter with W estern
music during the early days he spent in
Paris. H e recalJs in his autobiography, My
Life, My Music that during those days
Indian music was accused of repetition and
redundancy. This made him resolve that he
would present Indian music in Western
costume by premeditating his rhythmic
sallies and by avoiding unnecessary im provisation. Besides, as a result of the
influen ce of W estern music, Ravi Shankar
takes pride in the fact that he has introduced Jugalbandi in Indian music. But he
is oblivious of the fact that it lacks the
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simultaneity of \iVestern music and amounts
only to 'you play this piece and I shall follow with that'. But Ravi Shankar continues
to believe in the Western idea of progress.
Hence he is fond of introducing new ragas
like Rasiya and Manj Khamaj or adopting
ragas from Karnatak music like Kirvani,
Charukeshi and Simhendra Madhyam. But
even here he ignores the fact that no raga
can be a raga unless it has temporal sanctity
and old associations. If culture is a configuration of values Ravi Shankar has, with these
innovations, created a precarious imbalance and progressively become an alien in
his own soil.
The indiscriminate mixing of Indian and
\\:estern music leads to interesting experiments but not to any aesthetically satisfying experience. After all, what is AIR's
Vadya Vrinda but second-rate Westem
music, and Yehudi Menuhin's raga Malkauns but second-rate Indian music. All such
experiments show disrespect for the autonomy of the two systems, because each has
its ovvn peculiar genius. In the interest of
total musical value, both systems should try
to develop their own strong points instead
of being mediocre imitations of each other.
As a matter of fact, Indian and Western
music are strictly complimentary. They are
two halves of the same musical circle. If
Indian music has pleasing melody with its
shriitis, meend, murl<i, gamak and such
other melodic devices based on intricate
rhythmic patterns, Western music has brilli ant harmony with many intricate variants
created by fine orchestral effects. Hence
what one gets in Indian music, one doesn't
get in Western music, and vice versa. Wh at
is needed is a greater awareness of these
two systems as expressions of various forms
of consciousness, and the widening of this
realm of consciousness through understanding and sympathy so that any musical mind
can encompass both the systems with ease.
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THE BIRD, THE MOUNTAIN AND
SWAMINATHAN

J.

Swaminathan is unique even among D.'s
highly individualistic friends. Swami is
a renaissance man, not a specialist but a
whole man. He has been in politics: a
socialist who migrated to communism and
became a card-holding member of the CPI,
then rejecting that ill-conceived and stifling
ideology retumed to an unblinkered humanism. Rather like his friend since childhood,
the Hindi writer Nirmal Verma, Swami is an
authentic modern Indian in search of himself. He has also been a journalist and
pamphleteer, a polemicist, and also a painter. And it is remarkable that with such a
complex background, more suitable to a
writer or a film-maker, Swami has settled
down to paint despite being an outsider to
paintings.
Swami exhibited his recent paintings at
the Pundole Art Gallery in Bombay which,
thanks to Kali Pundole's self-effacing but
perceptive handling of painters, has become
by far the best commercial art gallery in
Bombay competing healthily with Keku
Gandhi's
earlier
established
Gallery
Chemould.
Swami's paintings at the exhibition had a
startling feature. All of them seemed to be
variations on a single theme with three
elemental images moving, from canvas to
canvas, into various spatial, textual, chromatic and tonal relationships. There was a
bird, a mountain and a tree in each paint-ing. Occasionally, the 'trees were multiplied,
the bird cast a shadow and the mountain
was reflected in concentrated inner space-

that counter-environmental visual field
every gifted painter naturally creates in
order to separate his vision from the given
visual world.
Swami's bird, mountain and tree are not
symbols. They are elemental images of
natural life and, seen in a city art gallery,
they become nearly epic reminders of a
grand natural environment finding its echo
in a contemporary naturalist's mind. Ours
is a mountainless, treeless and birdless
world severed off from the natural system of
which we have been a living part. Swami
isolates these three natural entities and
places them in space governed by his own
vision. The mountain defies gravity, often
becomes light as a cloud; the bird is in free
flight; the trees are still. Swami is not painting the equivalent of a Romantic nature
poem; he is not harking back to religious
mysticism; he is not claiming to belong to a
cultural or artistic tradition. H e is a painter
returning to visions of nature but not as
realistic or naturalistic landscape; nor as
representation or symbolism. For, the bird
flies in a sky on canvas, unlike any real sky.
The mountain is a visual mass, remotely like
any real mountain. One ponders the
structured space, the masses, the textures,
the tones, the separations and the distances.
But one cannot reduce the felt impact of
this series to formal analysis. For a bird is a
bird and a mountain a mountain to the
human mind. It is not mythology. It is not
science fiction yet. Part of this planet still
remains natura.!, elemental. Part of man
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also still remains natural, elemental. All of
us have at least a vestigial faculty which
grasps our own relationship to natural
environment. In an artist like Swami, it is
much more than a mere vestige.

Hindi Films of the Year
By an odd stroke of luck, D. was able to
view more than a half dozen of the more
pretentious Hindi films produced last year.
The last year, of course, was a rather lean
year for Hindi films with only Ankur,
Rainigandha and Tri.sandhya being decidedly better than the average. But none of
these offered a well-integrated and authentically cinematic experience. Shyam Benegal's Ankttr proved to be a victim of shallow,
though pretentious, direction despite
Govind Nihalani's perceptive camera work
and Sadhu Meher's superb acting, in addition to Miss Shabana Azmi's subdued sexual
charisma. Raj Marboros's Trisandhya was a
pot-pourri of gimmickry which murdered a
cinematogenic theme \vith world-class
potential. Rajnigandha, reviewed earlier in
this column, was modest but well-made and
Basu Chatterjee, the director, shone by th e
sheer negative virtue of managing a neat
arrangement within his limited means.
·what is significant from the point of vievv
of the sociology of cinematic taste, however,
is the heart-warming fact that both Ankur
and Rajnigandha succeeded at the boxoffice where blatantly commercial bonanzas
often failed , taking millions of rupees down
the drain. Although this is a success only of
bourgeois cinema in an industry dedicat~d
to administering mass opiates, out of thrs ,
one hopes, more films of better-thanaverage aims will emerge.
There were some other off-beat films like
Kantilal Rathod's Parinaya, a Gandhian
love-story if there could be one, and a
miserable waste of precious colour stock,
lensman K. K. Mahajan's talent and-again
-Miss Shabana Azni's attractive camera
presence.
On the purely commercial side, 'star'
script-write1:s Sali:r' a~d Jav.e~ .continu.~ t?
cater to th en· audiences sad1stlc and cmmQUEST
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nal instincts, reducing an actor of Amitabh
Bacchan's calibre to a kind of Bhelpuri
gangster. Men like Guizar and Hrishikesh
1\!Iukherjee continue to titillate the middle
class while others offer shameless variety
entertainment programmes \'lith a flabby
narrative as a spine. Super-stars have been
cut d own to star size and many asteroids
have zoomed in. The values of stage and
folk entertainment still continue to dominate our cinema, which is merely Ram Lila
geared to modern audio-visual technology.

Revolt in the Congress
For once, Mrs Gandhi has made a selious
miscalculation in asking Mr Mohan Dharia,
her pro-JP minister to quit her cabinet. Mr.
Dharia has become a national hero, which
he deserves, for his very correct and uncompromising gesture. Some sixty per cent
of Congress MPs are said to be sympathetic
to him and perhaps the day is not far when
Chandrasekhar, Dharia, Krishna Kant, Ram
Dhan and other dissidents will force Mrs
Gandhi into even more disastrous errors.
There is some truth in the view that
JP's movement, which is historically the
greatest mass movement in independent
India, has resulted in merely a motley
political coalition. Had it remained a mass
movement forcing every political party in
India to adjust itself to th e people's needs ,
the scenario might have been better.
Instead, it has pushed Mrs Gandhi into a
more dictatorial mood and the opposition
parties into more short-sighted opportunism
based on JP' s, and their own, tremendous
pulling power. The real hope for India lies
now in a split in the ruling party itself if not
in Mrs Ga~1dhi's making a political U-turn.
She is not likely to, anyway. There are
possibilities that like Mujibur Rahman she
may radically alter the Constitution itself to
assume greater powers . If things remain as
they are, she will return to power in 1976,
albeit with a reduced majority and we
might enter a period of greater political
instability and progressiive economic
paralysis.
Will Mr Chandrasekhar emerge as a chal-
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lenger to Mrs Gandhi within the ruling
party? He is the dark horse she has to fear
most. He is from UP, he is young, has a
clean record, a radical image and a growing following. These qualities can make a
future Prime Minister of India.
Mrs Gandhi's present dilemma and her
permanent tragedy has been her isolation
even from her supporters, including the
communists. So far, she has played tl1e
communists against members of her own
party who differ from her. But the returns
are diminishing. Her super-cabinet of
Haksar and Parthasarathy, her snubbing of
the docile Chavan and the ageing Jagjivan
Ham, her removal of Dharia-all these point
not to a systematic sh·ategy towards dictatorship but to a confused plodding towards
her o~vn earlier popularity. Even her followers do not trust her because she has the
knack to make everybody feel insecure.
Such anxiety and insecurity sooner or later
pushes even the most b enign people into
rebellion. Victim of her own political style
Mrs Gandhi's isolation and passion for
11ower may lead her into a more violent
frame of mind which the CPI will be quick
to cash on. Mrs Gandhi will be the loser
either way. She has already laid the foundation for another split in her own party by
refusing to heed the warning signals emitted by the Bihar movement.
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which, though prescribed, remains unobtainable in Bombay.
Now the university has issued a cyclostyled 'Question Bank' to help panicky
students who do not get the prescribed textbook. Private entrepreneurs have promptly
come out with an equally cyclostyled
'Answer Bank' to help greedy mugging.
Now what was the problem with the
earlier text-book? The problem is partly
connected with metrology- or measurement systems. Prior to World War II, the
centimetre-gram-second system, known
as the Gaussian system, was in vogue. After
World Vlar II, the technological explosion
and the developments in electronics and
engineering brought in, via the USA and the
Soviet Union, the MKSA system-or the
meter-kilogram-second-ampere system, or
equivalently, the meter-kilogram-secondcoulomb system using th e latest engineering
units in physics. Both the Gaussian system
and the MKSA svstem are perfectly logical
and self-consiste~t. Either can be taught
but one must be firmly adhered to for the
sake of standardization in practical work
and to maintain continuity between practice and theory. Conversion from one to the
other is simple enough in mechanics, beat
and sound but extremely complicated in
electricity and magnetism where, indeed,
there are extant as many as four fundamental systems of measurement.
Science in Bombay
Now the problem is the unfamiliarity of
students
with the MKSA system which is
D. is, as readers know, a man of the
used
in
all
sophisticated electrical equipirrational. He has no grounding in science.
ment
today.
Nor are most teachers familiar
But even he can understand part of the
confusion created by the science textbook with it. Tl~e result is confusion and panic.
Heverting from excellent standard textpolicy of Bombay University. Junior ~.Sc.
students in this university were prescnbed, books of contemporary design to slipshod
some time ago, the PL 480 edition of an measures like 'Question Banks' and comexcellent physics text-book by the eminent mercial 'Answer Banks' created in response
American physicists, Hesnick and Halliday. to them, is just pathetic. Isn't the university
Found too contemporary, sophisticated and aware of its own self-deception in imaginhence difficult to cope with by both ing that its present examination system,
students and teachers reared on a pre- coupled with obsolete conditioning and
World War II British h·adition, this book methods of teaching, only disseminates conwas eventually discarded and replaced by fusion instead of knowledge and mental
another American b ook authored by skills?
D.
Richards, Sears, ·wehr and Zemansky

THE SHAPE OF THINGS TO COME?
NEW DELHI, March 10-Apart from the
issue being raised in the Lok Sabha, the
reported presence of Soviet diplomats at
the Orissa Congress meet has created a stir
in Congress party circles.
Depending on whether they belonged to
the now-defunct Socialist Forum or the
Nehru Forum, Congress MPs tried either to
play down or blow out of proportion the
episode.
Those belonging to the first group tried
to explain away that the Soviet diplomats
had gone there as 'tourists' and were invited to tea 'after the Narora-type conclave
had adjourned.' But the fact of their being
present in the area of the Congress camp
was not denied.
The other group felt that the Soviet diplomats had, in fact, tried to 'poke their nose'
in the internal affairs of the Congress party.
This group sought to draw a distinction betw een the AICC and Congress sessions where
foreign diplomats are given passes to watch
the deliberations and the Narora-type conclave which is meant exclusively for Congressmen. They pointed out that even newsmen were kept out of the Narora conclave
and the meetings at the State level that have
taken place are only an extension of the
Narora concept.
According to a report reaching here, a
member of Mrs Nandini Satpathy's Cabinet
had protested against the presence of the
Soviet diplomats in the Congress camp.
-Hindustan Times, March 11
BHUBANESHWAR, March ll-Congress circles
here explain away the presence of four Russians
at the Narora-type conference of the party workers
of the Puri District at Konarak on March 2 as just
a 'coincidence'.
The four Russians alleged to have attended the
conference are: Miss R. Shamsoudtinoev and Mr
T. Igalliullin, Vice-Chancellors of Soviet universities, Mr R. Smychlieve, Second Secretary in the
Soviet Embassy in New Delhi and Mr N. Mevelbaev, Vice-Consul of the Soviet Consulate in Calcutta.
Contrary to reports in a section of the Press,
their presence during the conference has neither
created any flutter in the Congress circles here nor
anyone has expressed resentment against their presence to party chief Nandini Satpathy.
'No political significance should be attached to

their brief presence', Mr Govincla Tripathi, President of the Puri District Congress Committee, told
the Express News Service.
Since they happened to be at Konarak, 'we invited them to the meeting after its formal session
was over. Neither there was any meeting nor any
of them addressed us. All that happened was that
Miss Shamsoudtinoev answered our questions on
planning in Russia. They were with us for only
15 minutes, Mr Tripathi added.

-Indian Express, March 12

CALCUTTA, March 17-The West Bengal
Assembly was shocked when Mr. Pankaj
Banerjee (Congress) told the House today
that a CPI mob had burnt two children of a
poor farmer alive in a village in Midnapore
on March 7.
Congress members burst out in anger .
Some 30 of them were on their feet simultaneously, shouting and gesticulating at the
CPI benches.
In the absence of the Chief Minister, who
is away in Delhi, Dr. Zainal Abedin, the
senio~most Minister present in the House,
promised a full inquiry into the incident.
The Congress benches were not satisfied, and
they continued to shout angrily for nearly
15 minutes.
Mr. Banerjee had said that two children
of Ganesh Rahut died when a CPI-led mob
had set his hut on fire after locking the door
from outside.
He said that Rahut had earlier resisted an
attempt by the mob forcibly to occupy his
land.
-Indian Express, March 18
According to a news agency report the Abdullah
government in Jammu and Kashmir has placed a
blanket ban on the entry of local journalists into the
state secretariat. If true, this is both retrograde and
regrettable. No state government, least of all the
one headed by Sheikh Abdullah, should need to be
reminded that without free access to sources of
information, which must include ministers and
senior officials, there can hardly be a free press.
Indeed, what makes the Sheikh's action not only
sDd but also surprising is that only the other day
he had spoken out against the tendency of All
India Radio and other official media to shut out
unpleasant news.
-Times of India, March 7

Notes

I. MUSIC IN INDIAN

UNIVERSITIES

THERE are adequate grounds to maintain that music education in Indian
universities has now a tradition. The number of universities that have music in their
syllabi and the number of years they have
taught music lend conclusive support to the
above statement. Hence it is time to examine this tradition in depth. What sort of
tradition is it? Is its movement purposeful
and well-directed? Does it have a clear-cut
educational philosophy supporting it? Are
its results evaluated and are modifications
brought about in the curricula, teaching
methods, staff structure and such other matters as a consequence?
Before we tly to answer these and similar
questions it is instructive to note the background against which music was introduced
in the universities. Its introduction was a
direct consequence of the work of two
great reformers in the field of music
in the first quarter of the centmyPandit Vishnu Digambar ( 1872-1931) and
Pandit V. N. Bhatkhande ( 1860-1936 ) .
The former was mainly instrumental in
institutionalizing music and giving musicians a place of pride and social status in
the daily life of the community. The latter
rationalized musicology and made music
intelligible to the educated. Pt Vishnu
Digambar removed the social stigma
attached to the musicians and facilitated
the essential occupational b·ansition from
medieval to modem conditions, removing
music from court patronage to popular
pab·onage. Pt Bhatkhande erased the schol-

astic stigma attached to the Indian musical
system (which for most Westerners and
educated Indians was virtually non-existent)
by doing away with the element of mysticism introduced in it indiscriminately and
unjustifiably by the practising uneducated
musicians. Both Bhatkhande and Vishnu
Digambar were products of the renaissance movement in 19th century Maharashtra. The introduction of music in the
universities meant for them and their followers a culmination of the processes. initiated as status-endowing. Music was now
given a place in the educational structure. It
was brought nearer to the educated and
vice versa. And, lastly, a permanent channel
of employment was created for professional
musicians, thus bringing them in line with
the respected categmy of middle-class intelligentsia which included professors, legal
practitioners, doctors and journalists. Many
problems of music education (including
university education) are direct consequences of the Bhatkhande-Vishnu Digambar phase of institutionalization and elevation of music and the profession of music.
It is interesting to note that the protagonists of music education were throughout
on the defensive as far as their policy vis-avis the university authorities was concerned.
Their inclination was to fall in with the
other subjects rather than draw attention to
and insist on the separate identity of music
as an educational subject. Obviously, an outgrowth of the past in which music and
musicians were liked but not respected, the
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enhy of music in universities unofficially
conferred on it a status of a 'subject under
obligation'. It was a subject on trial
and music protagonists were prompted to
prove themselves by fitting music in all possible aspects in the general pattern. Curliculum, teaching method, work-load distribution, theory-practice dichotomy, degrees
and diplomas conferred-all such matters
were treated by them as excuses for hasty
attempts at total identification.
This had many adverse consequences. It
was almost forgotten that music is a performing art and hence in its case the training bias should have been similar to that of
branches like medicine or engineeling.
Emphasis on professional competence
should have been the guiding principle. In
disregard of this fact, music courses were
designed to fit in the pattern of humanities
and science courses. They were at best
capable of turning out graduates knowing
the theory of music and not graduates practising the art of music. Our B.A.s, B.Com.s
and B.Sc.s were never expected to sing or
play the instmments proficiently. This was
natural because all the time the talk was
about the art of music while mostly they
were taught the grammar of music. In the
humanities and the sciences we were interested in impmting general education but in
the case of music we wanted to give professional training, and yet we still pursued the
pattern of general education. Unfortunately,
things have not changed much and therefore a degree in music has become a disqualification if the degree is referred to as
a criterion of musical proficiency.
A still unrectified error lies in the lack of
diversification of courses. Broadly speaking,
the mapping of the musical courses at the
university level should fall into five categories: ( i) music appreciation courses,
( ii) hobby courses, (iii) music proficiency
courses, ( iv) music theory courses, and
( v) music training courses. Each category is obviously expected to fulfil a
different set of musical needs. The proportion of practical training valies from
category to category in consonance with the
needs related to it. The curriculum content
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for each of the categolies should vary
considerably. Music appreciation should not
include music theory and hobby courses
should not be saddled with the theory and
history of music or such other subjects. Our
music theory is still confined to the grammar of music, i.e. musicology when, in fact,
it should include disciplines like musical
acoustics, organology, music psychology
and other systematized branches of musicrelated knowledge. It is high time that we
took cognizance of the fact that for any
· anthropological venture and survey scheme,
as well as for all museums and cultural
orientation programmes and in application
of music, a wider conception of the theory
of music is necessary. In the absence of such
a conception music cannot play its proper
role in cultural and educational studies.
Our university curricula show a woeful lack
of historical perspective by failing to reflect
the changing structure of musical needs. All
curricula are pe1iod-based and they age
with time. To reflect these changes the curriculum has to be flexible and here the old
pattern of a three-hour paper for hundred
marks, one paper for each subject, and all
such concomitant features have to be dropped. These are evaluation techniques that
go with the lecture system prevalent in the
humanities and the sciences. Music training
cannot be burdened with them as it has to
proceed on the basis of a modified gurushishya tradition. The guru-shishya tradition of imparting training is relevant in at
least three categories-hobby course, music
proficiency course and teacher training-of
the five mentioned earlier and hence deserves some attention.

The Guru-Shishya Tradition
tradition means, along
T HEwithgum-shishya
a favourable teacher-student ratio
and the possibility of individual attention,
a sense of total responsibility on the part of
the guru for the disciples put in his charge.
Music education at the university level
means institutionalized education, which due
to the improper identification of music with
other subjects has unfortunately become
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an impersonal and one-way process. Unlike
this impersonal and one-way process, the
guru-shishya tradition includes elements of
interpersonal communication and supervised practice. It means training followed by
regularly rein_forced evaluation of the
received musical material. In it the disciple's failings and achievements can be
clearly traced back to the guru. He gets the
credit undivided and this is highly unlike
what happens in ordinary class-room teaching where the teaching process is impersonal, one-way and mechanical.
The conventional guru-shishya tradition
however has one defect. It depends to an
undesirable extent on the temperamental
vagaries of the guru and hence consumes
more time than it should to bring the disciple to a minimum standard of achieved
skills. Being institutionalized, the revival of
the guru-shishya tradition in the university
environment would ameliorate the situation
to a considerable extent. The guru is bound
by the time limit as well as the curriculum
content. Institutionalization and interpersonal communication would ensure a
fruitful and total educational process.
FROM the structure we must move to the
method of teaching. The guru-shishya
tradition essentially follows the demonstration-imitation-correction method of teaching, and at least in the earlier stages it does
not have any effective substitute. But why
not couple it with conscious and judicious
use of modem electronic aids like the taperecorder, record-player or radio? An intelligent use of the record library should be a
great help in reducing the burden of the
repetitious part of teaching that is borne by
the gurus at present. A still more imaginative use of tape-recorder would be to
record the student himself and to play it
back to him as in language teaching. At
present we use the recording apparatus solely for storage purposes and that is only half
ex-ploiting this important resource. When
played back with graded goal-setting, recordings will enable the student to attain
accelerated progress in correspondence
with his receptive capacities. Playback of
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recordings should be converted into regular
listening sessions where carefully planned
listening will ensure the student's exposure
to varied musical influences helpful in giving him a wider perspective on musical
styles, forms and traditions.
In fact, the case for using modem aids in
music education cannot be overstated. But
Indian universities do not seem to have
realized this. Tape-recorders and other aids
are no longer a secret. That these aids are
used in language teaching and similar
branches is also known. But still music
teaching in the universities continues to be
impervious to what is being achieved in
other fields of education. It is obviously
necessary to keep pace with the general
educational thinking if music education is to
be fruitful. In this context it is surprising to
note that very few universities seem to be
interested in envisaging music education in
the total context of art education and general education. Due to the mistaken identification of music education with general
education already referred to, music education always seems to be re-organized but
never reformed. Some ragas are changed or
omitted, some topics are introduced for
essay-writing and some new books are
prescribed! But beyond that no steps are
taken to review the principles and methods
of music education in the light of relevant
branches of research in general education.
The plague of compartmentalized thinking
rages unabated as far as music education is
concerned. While more and more educated
people are entering the field of music education, there are no attempts to modernize
music education in respect of basic patterns,
adoption of modern teaching methods and
evaluation procedmes.
rationalization of music education
T HE
should also take into consideration the
fact that the need-based pattern of music
education discussed above is also to be linked up at some stage with the employment
potential. One cannot maintain that there
is no employment potential to music.
There is a slow increase in the number
of fields where persons qualified in
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music are required. Apart from continued
employment opportunities in the AIR,
TV, Films Division, universities, schools,
music schools, mus eums and organizations
like the Anthropological Survey of India,
the use of music in medicine, industry
and such other fields is also on the increase.
Music educationists should take a survey of
these and similar fields and map out their
requirements. This will enable them to
assess correctly the nature and number of
needs that a student of music may have to
fulfil. Music teaching could then be modified and interdisciplina1y approach developed. The consequent alteration in th e
roles of music and musicians will benefit
both musician and society. True, the very
idea of making art education job-oriented
has always caused some people to raise their
eye-brows. But it need not be so. What is
advocated here is the propagation of music
education with varied biases without diluting its skill-acquisition content.
addition to this awareness of perfonnI Nance-orientation,
it is necessary to note
that there is henceforth less likelihood of
having any demand for musicians who are
entirely without education. A minimum
level of general education will be assumed
in the years to come and a successful pattern
of music education will have to be designed,
in which an early completion of general
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education followed by specialized education, which in tum is followed by professional high-level training, will be contemplated. Here the linking up of university
with school education in music comes into
the picture.
At this point the problem goes out of
the sphere of university education and
becomes a problem of overall educational
policy. At some stage or another this is
inevitable. There is little or no co-ordination
between the school curriculum and collegelevel courses as far as music is concerned.
What is lacking is a firm desire to examine
the question in its entirety. As argued
earlier, the protagonists battled to the position where music was successfully established in the curriculum at various stages of
education. Unfortunately, there was no
significant change in the later line of action.
Music education followed the same pattern
even when the education in other subjects
was modified or overhauled. Various
reasons can be put forward for this lapse,
but none would be strong enough to be
justifiable. Whatever may be the reason it
is high time that steps were taken to rectify
the error. With increased cultural awareness it is logical that universities will have
to play a greater role in art education.
Music educationists must have a well-prepared programme for such an occasion.
AsHoK D . R ANADE

2. THE CONGRESS PARTY
Disturbing Parallels
QNE of the most persistent charges made
by the Congress party leadership against
Mr Jayaprakash Narayan is that the movement being led by him in Bihar is 'Fascist'.
It is probable that those who make this
charge against Nir Narayan have only a
vague idea of the character of Fascism. An
enquiry into the nature and characteristics
of Fascism reveals that far from Mr Narayan
QUEST

leading a Fascist movement, racial paranoia
excepted, it is the socio-economic and
political attitudes of the Congress party in
contemporary India which are disturbingly
similar to those of the National Socialist
Party-the primary example of a Fascist
party and which ruled Gem1any in the
nineteen-thirties.
It is a well-worn cliche that the Congress
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is a heterogeneous party in which those of
the right co-exist more or less peacefully
with those of the extreme left. There is no
doubt more than a little truth in this cliche.
However, if one rips off the veil of socialist
rhetoric which covers the real face of the
Congress party, it becomes apparent that it
is the party of the relatively articulate
middle class, and its aspirations and value
premises are essentially bourgeois.
This is not to say that the Congress pmty
is cohesive or well-knit. Though broadly a
middle class party, it is a divided house in
which the entrenched or upper bourgeoisie
is engaged in a losing battle for ascendancy
with the petite bourgeoisie, the prize being
the fruits of economic development. Indeed
a Lorez Curve showing the proportion of
national output consumed by the various income groups will show that the top ten per
cent of income recipients consume almost
fifty per cent of the national product and
almost the whole of the industrial value
added since Independence. The differences
of opinion with regard to the redistribution of this fifty per cent of the GNP
within the top ten per cent was the main
cause of the split in the Congress in 1969.
Indeed, the entire history of the Congress
party since it was founded by the liberal
pah·icians (such as Annie Besant, Dadabhoy Naoroji and Motilal Nehru) to the
present time, when it has become essentially the party of the petite bourgeoisie
personified by Shankar Dayal Sharma,
Chavan and Jagjivan Ram, can be read as
a historical account of the gradual ascent
of the petite bourgeoisie to the pinnacle of
power and the gradual eclipse of the upper
bourgeoisie.
This ascent of the petite bourgeoisie to
power has however been gradual enough
to enable the representatives of the older
entrenched upper bourgeoisie personified
by Mrs Gandhi to retain the vestiges of
power for some more time. But the room
for manouevre available to the patrician
bourgeoisie composed of a few ministers
and older civil servants is steadily shrinking. This phenomenon would, to a certain
extent, explain the inability of the entrench-

ed bourgeoisie within the party to prevent
the inexorable expansion of an admittedly
inefficient public sector and the bureaucracy; political compulsions necessitate that
the adherents and followers of the dominant petite bourgeois faction in the party
are provided with sinecures and relatively
well-paid jobs.
It is further pertinent to note that this
newly arrived bourgeoisie is mainly composed of the middle class protected tenants
who were the chief beneficiaries of the abolition of the zamindari system, small town
professionals, petty tradesmen and smaller
manufacturers, and the vast army of urban
organised labour and Government employees. It is disturbing therefore to note that
Adolf Hitler and his National Socialist Party
drew their principal support from the same
segments of the German population in the
'thirties. The obtuse German middle-class
peasant, the petty tradesman and manufacturer unable to withstand the cold winds
of competition emanating from the larger
businessman, and the bureaucracy and organised labour who, the vast hordes of the
unemployed at the employment exchanges
notwithstanding, felt that they were
not getting a large enough slice of the
meagre national cake-these elements were
moulded by Adolf Hitler to fonn the
nucleus of the Nazi party. All these social
groups, from which the Nazi party drew
its support, were united by their bias
against big business or (in the Indian political lexicon) 'monopolists'. This bias was
successfully exploited by Hitler so as to
enable him to emerge as the leader of the
largest single group in the Reichstag in
1933. In a similar manner the very same
prejudices of similar influential social
groups were exploited by Mrs Gandhi and
the Congress party to sweep the po1ls in
the 1971 general election.

The Nazi Parallel
the essence of Fascism is to be found
BUT
in the historical fact that Fascist parties
profess a bias against large-scale enterprises and monopolies but, at the same
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time, rely on cartels and monopolies for
electoral funds. These electoral contributions ensure the perpetuation, through the
exercise of state discretion in the grant of
licences, of D.~ese very cartels and monopolies. As William Shirer points out, 'All
the propagandists in the Third Reich from
Hitler down were accustomed to rant in
their public speeches against the bourgeois
and the capitalist and proclaim their solidarity with the worker. But a sober study
of the official statistics, which perhaps few
Germans bothered to make, revealed that
the much-maligned capitalists, not the
workers, benefited most from Nazi
policies'. 1
One need not be particularly perspicacious to notice that by creating laws and
procedures that confer a wide discretion on
the executive arm of the government, the
Congress party in parliament has created a
maze of licencing procedures in the shelter
of imposing tariff barriers that enables every
businessman-particularly the 'monopolists'
-to make vast profits. These licensing procedures are designed more or less deliberately to create artificial scarcities which
make the existence of a black market inevitable, which in turn creates the unaccounted
money which finances electoral campaigns
and which somewhat soothes the itching
palms of the political and bureaucratic
elites. It is therefore not surprising that the
assets and network of the 'monopolists'
continue to grow apace and the relatively
large industrial houses continue to dominate the economy.
But though there is a large gap between
the Congress party's anti-monopolist professions and its actions, one cannot forget
look that there does exist within the Congress a group of radicals, confused and
shallow as they may be. But here again the
parallel with Hitler's Nazi party runs true.
Until that bloody night of the long knives
when Roehm was liquidated (30 June
1 William Shirer, The Rise and Fall of the Thi:rd
Reich (Seeker & Warburg, London 1960), p. 264.
2 Ibid., p. 206.
3 Ibid., :p. 264.
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1934), there did exist v.'ithin the Nazi party
a genuine group of radicals, who supported
Adolf Hitler because they somewhat naively
believed that on attaining and consolidating his power, he would nationalize the
giant industries and introduce worker participation in industry. But just as is the case
with the radicals in the Congress, the radicals in the German National Socialist Party
were, as Shirer informs us, 'those who
belonged to the ragged army of the dispossessed and dissatisfied' who were 'anticapitalist through experience and they
believed that the revolution which they had
fought for ... would bring them loot and
good jobs.'2 Similarly, there is little doubt
that the fiery radicalism of the left wing in
the Congress owes less to ideological zeal
than the desire to appropriate to themselves
and their followers the meagre fruits of
national development. Incidentally, unlike
their German counterparts, they have successfully achieved this goal.
A further characteristic of the National
Socialist Party was its dubious ability to
make a mess of the German economy.
Though it put an end to the mass unemployment which had become associated with the
preceding years of the Weimar Republic,
this development was largely fortuitous and
owed its emergence to the gradual lifting
of the Depression. In fact, Hitler's contribution to the revival of the German economy
was to augment savings for investment by
suppressing workers' wages (skilled workers' wages declined from 20.4 cents per hour
in 1932 to 19.5 cents in 1936 and the wages
of unskilled workers from 16 to 13 cents ) 3
with a particular ruthlessness.
Another marked characteristic of National
Socialist rule in Germany, which finds an
echo in contemporary India under Congress
party rule, was excessive bureaucratization
and the consequent inability of the hamstrung German industry to function efficiently. Contrary to the popular image of the
super-efficient German war machine, it is
incredible but true that German armament
production reached its peak as late as
July 1944 when it rose to the average index
figure of 322 from 98 in June 1941 when the
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Russian campaign began. 4 It is more than
probable that had the German forces been
able to obtain armaments in 1941 to the
same extent as in 1944, the course of world
history would have been different.
With regard to excessive bureaucratization, Shirer's description of the plight of
industry in National Socialist Gennany that
'buried under mountains of red tape, directed by the State as to what they produce,
how much and at what price, burdened by
increasing taxation. and milked by steep and
never ending "special contributions" to the
party, businessmen. . . became greatly disillusioned',5 could apply as much to the
fate of industry in this country as it did to
Germany under Nazi rule.
In the same vein, there are many other
disturbing parallels between Nazi Germany
before she set out on the disastrous road
to war and the Congress party after the
death of Nehru. These relate particularly to
Government interference with the freedom
and working of the judiciary and the press,
and the Government's increasing tendency
to ride roughshod over the well-established
processes of the law by invoking extraordinary emergency legislation such as the
Maintenance of Internal Security Act and
the Defence of India Rules in dealing with
ordinary criminal and civil offences. So also,
the studied nonchalance with which the
party leadership tinkers with the constitu4 Albert Speer, Inside the Third Reich (Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London 1970), p. 210.
5 William Shirer, op. cit., p. 261.
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tion cannot but bring to mind the manner
in which Adolf Hitler shaped to his own
ends, and £nally destroyed, the Weimar
Constitution.
THUS though it is true to say that in its
anti-big-business bias, its proclivity to
excessive bureaucratization, its cynical
ability to snatch the pitiful fruits of development (which are pitiful in the fust place
because of its inability to manage the economy) for its own adherents and its various
other characteristics, the Congress bears a
disturbing resemblance to the Nazi party
on its march to power, the comparison is
in all fairness, not totally apposite. The
Congress party unlike the Nazi party with
its lack of tradition and half-baked ideology,
is a political party with a great tradition
which cannot be cast lightly aside. Nevertheless, the Congress which is swiftly becoming the party of the cynical newly arrived
bourgeoisie whose instincts are essentially
predatory and whose watchword is expediency rather than principle, stands uncertain
at the crossroads. On one hand is the broad
and easy path along which the Nazi party
led the German people to disaster. On ot.~er
hand lies the less inviting straight and
narrow path that leads to a just and equitable society. But in order to traverse this
path the Congress must set its house in
order and undergo a painful process of selfpurillcation. If JP' s movement and call to
arms can force the Congress to do this, it
will have done the nation a signal service.
Du.IP THAKORE

THEY
CALL US
COLOUR
THIEVES l

We plead guilty.
Nature's brilliant paradise inspired
us to create the panoramic range
of Dyes.
Vivid, vital hues as haunting as the
beauty of a butterfly's wing. Sunset
oranges and grasshopper greens,
Rose-pinks, Beautiful blues and
myriad other shades.
All backed by Amar Dye-Chem's
high-powered colour technology and
research.
Easy-to-use. economical Colours with
good fastness and application.
And Amar Oye-Chem's quest for
colour magic goes on •..

~. - t o enrich India's life with colour!
~~AMAR DYE-CHEM LTD.
~

MEMBER

RANG UDYAN, MAHIM, BOMBAY-400 016

• • • • • Branches : Ahmedabad • Calcutta • Delhi • Jaiour - Madras • Madurai - - - - ·

QUEST

Discussion

ON TRAGEDY AND RELIGION

question whether tragedy is comT HE
patible with religion is raised, as Mr
R. B. Patankar (Quest 92) truly observes,
by those who first ignore the origin of
tragedy and then proceed to define tragedy
and religion in their own nanow, restricted
terms. The word 'tragedy' comes from
Greek, and the earliest attempt to define
the term is by Aristotle on the basis of
tragedies he had actually witnessed. Nowhere in the Poetics is tragedy defined as
a play that must end in death and disaster:
many Greek tragedies indeed end happily
and on a note of reconciliation-witness the
Eumenides, Philoctetes, Alcestis, the two
Iphigenias. All that is necessary for a tragic
drama is that it should b e se1ious, concerned
with grave issues. By emphasising pity anJ.
terror as the aim of tragedy (or, according
to another interpretation,1 what the tragic
characters undergo), Aristotle makes us
realise that the theme of tragedy is the one
inescapable fact of life, viz. suffering, and
the suffering is caused by powers which man
cannot control.
In ancient Greece tragedies were performed as religious rituals. Epiphany, the
manifestation of a deity or a deified hero,
was ofen an important part of the play.
Pallas Athene in the Eumenides, Heracles
in Philoctetes, Dionysus revealing himself
at the end of the Bacchae are only a few of
the many examples that could be cited.
According to Livy, in the year 361 B.c., in
Aristotle's life-time, 'Greek tragedies were
introduced into Rome not on artistic but on
superstitious grounds, as a kathormos
again~t a pestilenoe'. 2 It should be clear

from all this that at the beginning at any
rate no one felt that tragedy and religion
were incompatible with each other.
The question of incompatibility arises
when the emphasis is shifted from God to
man. Voltaire in the 18th century thought
that to the feelings of pity and terror m entioned by Aristotle should be added a third
-viz. admiration for the tragic hero. Shelley,
interpreting the Aeschylean trilogy on Prometheus as though it were a 19th century
libertarian tract, could not conceive of the
hero 'unsaying his high language and quailing before his successful and perfidious
adversary'. 3 To H egel the tragedy in the
Antigone was due not solely to Creon's
arrogance and disregard of what is due to
the gods, but equally to Antigone's inability
to see what was due to the State. But these
are misreadings of the plays concerned.
Both Aeschylus and Sophocles asserted
·tl1e wis dom and rightness of Zeus, and even
Euripides in the last of his plays the Bacchae
does not hold up Pentheus as a heroic figure
who has been unjustly destroyed. Cadmus
does indeed plead with Dionysus towards
the end :

Gods should not be like mo1tals in vindictiveness•
but the play ends with his acceptance of
whatever tl1e gods have decreed, in humility and resignation.
Renaissance humanism in its assertion of
the uniqueness of man, his greatness and
glory, was inclined to look on the famous
chorus in the Antigone 5
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\Vonders are many on earth, and the
greatest of these
Is man

as a paen in praise of humanity, ignoring
the climax to which it leads:

0 wondrous subtlety of man, that draws
To good or evil ways! . ..
He that too rashly daring, walks in sin
In solitary pride to his life's end
At door of mine shall never enter in
To call me friend.
In other words, Greek tragedy, like the
Hebrew prophets, emphasised that the fear
of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and
to defy the gods was hubris and asking for
trouble.
But trouble arose even when one obeyed
the gods without question, like Agamemnon
sacrificing Iphigenia or Orestes avenging
his father's death on his mother under the
orders of Apollo. Hippolytus met with a
bloody end because while he was devoted
to Artemis he seemed to ignore Aphrodite.
To be righteous overmuch was as great a
sin as to be unrighteous. In fact, too often
the ways of gods with men were mysterious. Even when one did everything to avoid
sin, as Oedipus did, one seemed to be driven
by destiny straight into it.
It is this which is the soul of great tragedy
-the incalculableness of the forces which
decide the fate of man, the fact that life at
best i> walking on the edge of a razor, and
not even the best of motives can save one
from disaster. Cordelia's

We are not the first
Who, ·with best meaning, have incurr' d
the worst
sums up the nature of tragedy. Lear's

Is there any cause in nature that makes
these hard hearts?
is another of the thoughts that arise insis-

tently when one witnesses a tragedy. The
subject matter of all great tragedy is mystery
-the strange workings of the universe and
of the human heart.
Those who feel confident that they ean
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interpret the sorrows and sufferings of
existence by means of a few simple fom1Ulae
-whether the theory of evolution ('survival
of the fittest'), or economics or sex, or even
the doctrine of karma or of maya will, of
course, not be bothered by any sense of
mystery. 'If Dasaratha dies in agony at
parting with his beloved son, it is because
he had himself been instrumental in depriving an aged and blind rishi of his only son.
If millions die in Kurukshetra and the good
as well as the evil-minded perish in indistinguishable ruin, all this is but illusion, and
there is really no cause for lament. Even the
Crucifixion from this point of view is not
tragic as it is the only way humanity can
be ransomed, and as Adam's eating of the
forbidden fruit was a felix culpa, a happy
fault, so what was enacted at Golgotha was
not a tragedy but a Divine Comedy.
Any discussion of tragedy and religion is
bound to lead to the problem of evil. If
evil is a reality against which God is· powerless, we have to take tragedy more seriously
than we can take God; but if evil is only an
illusion or part of God's deliberate scheme,
tragedy itself becomes an illusion or
part of the happy ending to which all
thi11gs will work together. According
to the Bhagavata Purana, the enemies
of God-Hiranyakasyapu, Ravana and Sishupala-are only former servants of God
seeking their salvation through enmity
which keeps them mind and soul obsessed
with God, and working for His greater
glory. 'The son of God I also am', claims
Satan. Shall we conclude from all this that
an appreciation of tragedy is possible only
to a Manichaean?
Such reasonings may have value as a
philosophical or religious exercise but do
not have much to do with literary appreciation. They also overlook insistent human
experiences. Ultimately good may prevail
but meanwhile there is no phiiosopher that
can endure the toothache patiently:

However they have u;rit the style of gods
And w.nde a push at chance and
sufferance.
Since a toothache can be put right by a
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dentist, it will not be a suitable subject for
a tragic drama. To the extent that a better
ordering of society can prevent the mise1ies
~ortrayed in Strife or The Silver Box, plays
like them are not really great tragedies. But
Loyalties is a greater tragedy than these
because it deals with an element in human
nature which, compounded of some good,
m~ch evil and a great deal of ignorance,
wilfulness and stupidity, seems like oriainal
0
sin to be incapable of being bloi.ied out,
and causes endless misery.

A discussion of tragedy and religion must

have a practical bearing. Is the reason
why no great tragedy is produced today because tragedy and religion are incompatible
with each other and we have all become so
truly religious that we have no use for
tragedy? Are they incompatible in the sense
that because the Gita is a supremely religious book, the story of the Mahabharata
cannot be thought of as a tragic story? Is an
appreciation of Euripides, Shakespeare and
Racine not possible for a truly religious
man?
So far from saying that tragedy and religion are incompatible, it can indeed be
asserted that the best tragedy can be produced only by those who have a religious
sense and can be best appreciated only by
those who have a similar sense. An age
which glorifies the human ignoring or as
against the divine, or thinks that the
universe is just a piece of mechanism which
has been put together like a clock and can
be easily explained, or traces all our ills to
the social set-up, bad economics or sexual
fmstration, will not be capable of tragedy.
On the other hand, a Thomas Hardy who
protests against the ways of God is not irreligious any more than Job or Milton's Samson who questions His ways. The irreligious
man is the one who can do without 'that
hypothesis'-God-not the one who is bewildered by His ways.
'All happy families are alike', wrote
Tolstoy,6 'each unhappy family is unhappy
in its own way'. This would lend colour to
the suggestion that there are different kinds
of tragedy, and it is wrong to app~y the same
criteria to all of them. And yet the feelings
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roused by tragedy are not as multifarious
as thos~ roused by comedy. Satirical comedy,
romantlc comedy, the comedy of humours,
the comedy of manners, farce, intellectual
comedy, pantomime and musical comedy
have less in common with each other than
tragedies wherever and whenever vvritten.
It is for this reason possible to say that
Loyalti,es is more tragic than The Silver
Box, Arthur Miller is not so great a writer
of tragedy as Shakespeare: whereas it
would be absurd to say that the Frogs is not
so great a comedy as As You Like It or
Patience is a better comedy than The 'rm,portance of Being Ernest. The formula
'pity and terror' is sufficient and can apply
to the Mahabharata as well as the Iliad
Samson Ag~nistes as well as The Mayor of
Zalamea, Kmg Lear as well as The Riders
to the Sea. 'Pity', says James Joyce,7 'is the
feeling which arrests the mind in the presence of whatsoever is grave and constant
in human suffering and unites it with the
secret cause'. 'The tragic emotion is static.'
Like all art it leads to contemplationspecifically to the contemplation of what is
grave and constant and inexplicable in our
lot.
In an essay entitled 'Tragedy and the
whole Truth',8 Aldous Huxley says that the
power of tragedy to act quickly and powerfully on our feelings is dependent on its
be~ng. 'chemically pure'. What tragedy
gams 111 depth and concentration it loses in
width and many-sidedness. If the bereaved
Mac~uff c?uld be shown eating his supper
~nd grow111g melancholy over the whisky'
111 the manner of Odysseus' companions
after the loss of their friends eaten up by
Scylla; or if Desdemona is shown tumbling
and showing her underclothes when she
reaches Cyprus the way Sophia is shown
by Fielding, tragedy according to Huxley
would be destroyed.
But these are frivolous suggestions. The
porter in Macbeth is shown drunk and
peevish at being disturbed; there are grotesqueries in Lear as when Gloucester imagines
that he is falling down a cliff when no such
thing happens. If tragedy is to be valued
only to the extent to which it accepts the
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whole of life with resignation, nothing
finer or more relevant can be cited in this
context than Edgar's

ourselves certificates and declare that the
tragedy is undeserved. Neither for all its
excruciating pain is it unendurable:

Men must endure
Their going hence, even as their coming
hither;
Ripeness is all.

Th e troubles of our proud and angry dust
Are frOJn eternity and shall not fail.
Bear them we can, and if we can we
must. v

The subject matter of tragedy is suffering, which seems to be both undeserved and
beyond human endurance. But the operative word is 'seems'. As we gain in wisdom
we shall realise that it is not for us to give

If no great tragedy is produced today, it is
because we are so cocksure and superficial.
And when our 'explanations' fail to explain,
we can think only of destruction and
suicide.
P. S. SuNDARAM

NOTES
1 Gerald F. Else: Aristotle's Poetics: The Argument, in the discussion on Catharsis.
2 Gilbert Murray:
Introduction to Bywater's
translation of the Poetics. Murray makes the reference to Livy VII 2.
3 Shelley's preface to his Prometheus Unbound.
4 Th e Bacchae
(Penguin translation, 1972)
p. 243.
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5 Antigone (Penguin translation, 1968) pp. 13536; Italics added.
G Anna Karenina.
7 A Port-rait of the Artist as a Ymmg Man
(Penguin edn . ) p. 204.
8 Music at Night p. 12 and the followin g pages.
9 A. E. Housman: Last Poems IX .

Short Story

Arun Joshi

THE ONLY AMERICAN FROM
OUR VILLAGE

DR KHANNA was easily the most outstanding immigrant physicist at the
University of ·wisconsin. Personally, he
considered himself to be t.."he finest of all
physicists, immigrant or native. He was also
among the dozen best-dressed men on the
campus.
When he was forty Dr Khanna, his wife
Joanne, and their two sons decided to visit
India, the counhy that Dr Khanna had left
15 years earlier and where his fame had
preceded him.
The four week trip was a success by all
accounts. He was received by an official of
the Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research. He addressed a conference on
inter-planetary radiation and inaugurated
three well-attended seminars. He met the
President and the Prime Minister. He was
offered many jobs each of which he politely
declined.
His wife and children were worshipped
by his relatives whom they had never met
before and for whom they had brought
Gilette razors, pop records and a mass of
one-dollar nechies. The records and the
neckties were unusable because the relatives
had neither record-players nor suits but the
razors were greatly prized, especially by
the women who saved them for their teenage sons.
The last of the four weeks Mrs Khanna

and the children went off on a sight-seeing
tour. Dr Khanna delivered his final talk at
a college in his former home town.
The talk went well. He was introduced
to the audience in glorious terms and the
boys stayed quiet which was not natural for
them. He was thanked profusely and, it
seemed endlessly, by the lecturer in Physics.
Some of the audience stopped by on their
way out and bid their humble farewell with
folded hands. At the end of them all an old
man came shuffiing along and insisted on
shaking Dr Khanna's hands. 'I am the
ashtamp famsh of the town', the old man
said staring up at Dr Khanna. His eyes were
heavy with cataract. The grease on his
jacket shone in the yellow light. Dr Khanna
looked on, puzzled. The Principjll was
embarrassed.
'Mr Radhey Mohan', he explained, sells
court paper in front of the District Courts.'
'Yes', the old man repeated. 'I am the
ashtamp farosh of the town. I knew your
father. I am very happy to see you. I came
here only to see you because I am only an
ashtamp farosh and do not understand such
matter~. Nor do my sons because they are
not even matriculates. I have not been out
of this town. I live in the village which was
also your father's village and is, therefore,
your village. Ha! Hal I can take you there
if you like.'

70
'I had been to our village when I was a
boy', said Dr Khanna hastily. He was glad
he cDuld say that because some trick of the
old man, a slant of the lips, a glint in the eye,
the accent, which had also been his father's,
had made him uncomfortable. 'I have been
to our village several times', he repeated.
T know. \Vhen you came with your
father, you always came to my house because your father and I were close, like
brothers, and I was not then the ashtamp
farosh because I had propmty and I did not
have to be an ashtamp farosh and I lived in
style. Of course, all this does not interest
you. I know that.'
There was a pause. The Principal, who
had been trying to put an end to this unexpected encounter edged Dr Khanna towards the door. The ashtamp farosh put his
hand on Dr Khanna's shoulder and began
again. Darkness gathered on the grounds
outside.
'He was a good student, the best. I sat at
the same desk, so I know. I carved my name
on my side of the desk. Your father did not
want to spoil the wood, so I carved his name
on his side. Before he died we went and
looked for the desk and, believe me, it was
still there. So were the names. It was very
strange. I had not expected the names to b e
there. Your fathers name is on the Honours
Board, too. Mine is not there because I
failed in matriculation. But his name is
there. If you like we can go and have a look.
He stood third in the state. May be you don't
know it. Standing third in forty thousand
boys was no joke. He won a scholarship as
he always did. He wanted to take up a job
but his mother said he must go to college.
So he went to Lahore. I am told he made a
mark there. But I don't know. I saw him only
when he came home for vacations. If he had
made a mark he did not let it get to his head.
He was always the same with me. I wanted
to know about the dancing girls of Lahore
but he did not know about such things. But
he had brains. Even I could see that. I met
him every summer, several summers running. Then he took a job somewhere. In
Lucknow or Kanpur or Allahabad-! don't
know. You must know better. I saw him
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when his mother died. He cried a lot. Then
he locked up the old house and went away.
'I did not see much of him for twenty
years. Only once or twice when he brought
you and your sisters to see the village. He
came back alter he retired. He looked old
older than his years, but he was happy. H~
was ve1y proud of you. He told everyone
what all you had done. He got angry with
me because I was not interested in what you
had done. He used to say you would be a
big government man when you came back.
He would say you were coming back in one
year, in two years, any time. Then you got
maiTied and he was quiet for many months.
But he started talking again. He said you
were the only American from our village. I
asked him once what was so great about
being the only American from our village.
He said it was an honour.
'Some of us used to go for walks. He talked all the time. And he talked only of you.
We got fed up with his talk, to tell you the
tmth. We had a foot in the grave, all of us.
What did we care for your achievementswhat you did and what you did not do. I
told him so one day. He was angry with me.
I suppose I should not have said that. He
stopped coming with us. He did not go for
walks for a while, then he started to go by
himself. He chose different timings and took
a different route. But I would see him now
and then. He had a stoop. You are developing a stoop similar to his, if you don't mind
my saying so.'
The ashtamp farosh paused. He seemed
to have lost the thread of his thoughts. Then
he started again: 'After his retirement he
had a shave every other day. Vve used to go
together, to the same barber. He would have
his shave fl..rst because he did not like to wait.
But he had to wait anyway while I had my
shave. It came to the same thing. But he did
not mind that. Some people are strange.
'Then, all at once, he started to shave
every day. He also had two shirts made.
Two new shirts and a suit. He said it was
too costly to have a shave eve1y day in the
hazar, so he bought his own razor. A razor
and a cake of soap. I asked him what on
earth had got into him? Why in God's name

The Only Amm·ican from Our Village
did he have to shave every day. He took me
aside and said he was expecting a ticket.
What ticket? I asked him. He said he was
expecting a ticket from you to visit America.
A return ticket. He looked at me when he
said that and his eyes twinkled.'
The ashtamp farosh fidgeted inside his
pockets for several moments and pulled out
a bidi. He did not light it.
'To tell you the truth I was impressed.
Kundan Lal going to America, that was not
something you could laugh away. I told
some fellows about the ticket and before
morning the whole village knew ab out it.
'You see what I mean? May be you don't.
May be you don't have villages like ours in
America but you must try to understand
what it meant after the whole village knew
you were going to send him a ticket. Did you
send him a ticket?'
The question took Dr Khanna by surprise.
He looked confused. He said: 'I could not,
I did not ... '
'I thought as much', said the ashtarnp
farosh, cutting him short. 'Then he did
another foolish thing: he turned religious .
All his life I had never seen him inside a
temple and now he went there every evening. Morning and evening. And that wasn't
all. He started even to sing, the old fool.
What did he h 1ow about singing? Yet he
would stand with all those old women and
sing, like a donkey, if you don't mind my
saying so. I say this only because it hurt me
to see him making a fool of himself. I
caught hold of him in the street one day and
I told him what I thought of him. What do
you expect from God, I asked him. Your sen?
A letter from your son? A ticket? What?
Why was he cutting himself off from the
rest of us, I asked him. If you were doing
well, as he said, what was eating him? Why
was he cutting himself off from his friends?
I thought he would be angry. But he wasn't.
He just stood there in the middle of the
street and looked at me, looked right
through me as though I were air. Then he
went off muttering to himself. I saw him
many times after that but I did not speak to
him again. I did not want trouble, to tell
you the truth. Then he fell ill.'
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The ashtamp fam sh lit his bidi, took a
deep pull and, on an impulse, threw it away.
Dr Khanna could see it smouldering in the
verandah. The smoke nauseated him for a
moment. Outside, it was totally dark. TI1e
\"'inter night had set in. 'Why did you not
send him the ticket?', the ashtamp farosh
asked suddenly. Once again Dr Khanna was
taken by surprise. 'I could not', he said. 'I
did not have the money.'
The ashtamp farosh looked at him, puzzled, but he said nothing. 'Nor did your
father have the money. So he stayed home
and became quiet once again.'
The ashtamp farosh fell silent. His expression became vague. He let his hands drop
into his pockets where they fidgeted with a
variety of objects.
'Of course he had never had much money.
He had a scholarship in school that paid for
his fees. But he had only two pyjamas and
two kurtas and he had no shoes. We went
to school together and came back together.
Between li~ e school and our village is the
cho. Do you remember the cho? It runs in
the rains. Nine months it is dry. In surnmer
the sand gets very hot. Have you seen how
they roast com in hot sand. You could roast
com in the cho. It was half a mile of boiling
sand in May that we had to cross. No more,
no less. And your father had no shoes. So
he would stop at this end of the cho and take
a handful of dhak leaves and tie them on his
naked feet with a string and he would cross
the sand. And if the string came off he would
jump around screaming on one foot while
I tied the leaves back on to his foot. That is
how your father crossed the cho for ten
years, Dr Khanna', said the ashtamp faro sh.
His tone was not harsh. He was not even
looking at him but somehow Dr Khanna
had the unreasonable feeling that the old
man was going to slap him. He wanted to
get away and he looked helplessly at the
Principal but the ashtamp farosh stood between them and the doorway. He had begun
to talk again, in a softer voice, as though to
himself. 'I told him not to do it. I told him
he was being stupid.'
After another silence he addressed them
again: 'When he fell ill your sister came.
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He asked me to write to you. I sent you a
telegram. It cost me one hundred rupees
but you chose to reply only by a letter. I
did not understand what you said except
that you had to attend some conference. I
told your father you had a conference. 'Does
he say when he can come?', he asked. I told
him you had not said when you could come.
'He must be busy', he said. He did not
mention you again. He got better. One day
he said, 'Radhey, let us go and look at our
old desk.' It was the month of May and it
was very hot but he was feeling better and
I thought a trip to town will do him good.
\Ve went in a rickshaw. And the desk was
where it had always been. The same room,
the same row, the same place. There were
his initials on his side and mine on mine.
We went to the Honours Board and had a
look at his name. We started back and came
to the cho. Then the mad thought entered
his head. It was madness. No more, no less.
There are no words to describe such madness. He even looked mad to me. He stopped the rickshaw before the cho. He got off
and kicked away his shoes and started
plucking at the leaves of dhak. He could not
tie them because he had a1thritis and he
could not bend. 'Tie these on my feet,
Radhey', he ordered me. 'You are mad,
Kundan Lal', I told him, but he had a bad
look on his face and I knew it was no use
arguing with him. I thought he would come
to his senses when he touched the boiling
sand. But I told you he wasn't himself. He
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stepped into the cho. I followed him carrying his shoes hoping he would stop, shouting at him to stop. I could feel the sand
through my soles but I told you he had lost
his head. He walked the whole half mile.
The leaves fell off on the way. God himself
could not have stopped him. He had fever
by the time he got home. The next day he
died.'
Dr Khanna winced but his training in the
new civilization had been perfect.
'I was ve1y sony to hear of his death', he
said calmly.
'We must go now, Radhey Mohanji',
said the Principal. He stretched his hand
but the ashtamp farosh was gone, shuffiing
through the dark, a bidi in his mouth.
That week-end Dr Khanna and family
boarded a plane for Chicago. At Chicago
they changed. As the plane for Madison
got aloft Mrs Joanne Khanna was heard to
say to her husband, 'What's the matter,
darling, you keep staring at your feet. I have
been watching you for the last two days
and you've done nothing but stare at your
feet'.
Since then a lot of people have been heard
to say that. To a psychiatiist Dr Khanna has
confided that he has periods of great
burning in his feet. He has further indicated
that he thinks he has been cursed. Dr
Khanna's output of research since he came
back has been zero. He has generally come
to be known as the man who does nothing
but stare at his feet.

Nissim Ezekiel

HYMNS IN DARKNESS* ·
1.

He knows, how to speak of humility,
without humility.
He has exchanged the wisdom of youthfulness
for the follies of maturity.
What is lost is certain, what is gained
of dubious value.
Self-esteem stunts his growth. He has not learnt
how to b e nobody.
All his truths are outside him,
and mock his activity.
The noise of the city is matched
by the noise of his spirit.

2.

Self-deception is a fact of being. How, then, to
b e undeceived?
He has found too many secrets that will not work,
too many keys that unlock no locks.
He lives in the world of desires and devices. It
is colourful and full of poetry.
For every truth in his possession , be has a
falsehood to go with it.
H e speaks with his own voice. He listens
with the third ear. He sees
with the eye
in th e centre of his fo rehead.
It's all of little use.
He's still a puny self
hoping to manipulate the universe and all
its manifest powers for his own advancement,
advantages.
Again and again, he loses the war of motives,
self-deceived.

'~>These

are the first four poems of a sequence of 16 which are titled Hymns in Darkness,
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3.

He has seen the signs
but not been faithful to them.
Where is the fixed star of his seeking?
It multiplies like a candle
in the eyes of a drunkard.
He looks at the nakedness of Truth
in the spirit of a Peeping-Tom.
Changing his name would be no help.
He is the man
full of his name.

4.

The difficult way is the subject of his theories.
The easy way is his choice.
He has played at being disciple.
He has played at being Guru.
To his wife an impossible husband.
To his children less than loving.
Now he calls it destiny.
He names the circumstances.
A life is a symbolic pattern.
He's this life.
He's the interpretation.
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Review Article
Peter Reddaway

THE RESISTANCE IN RUSSIA

A DECADE ago in the Soviet Union a

series of relentless, sometimes desperate struggles got under way. On one side
was the powerful apparatus of the regime,
long in power, ideologically ossified beyond
regeneration, instinctively and persistently
reactionary in suppressing ahnost all the
aspirations of its opponents. On the other
was a steadily increasing number of dissenting groups-cultural, intellectual, humanitarian, political, nationalistic, religious
-which realized they would have to
fight, and for a long time, to attain even
· a few of their aims. No longer, under
Brezhnev and Kosygin, did the hope of the
Khrushchev period persist that concessions
might be made voluntarily 'from above' and
that peaceful coexistence, or even dialogue,
with the regime might become possible.
Now it would be a struggle of attrition
which might last for decades and of which
the ultimate outcome was unpredictable.
Today the prospect remains unchanged.
These struggles inside Russia deserve
careful study, and not only because they are
continuing human dramas in which the
stakes are high, where one side tries to keep
us ignorant, misled, or indifferent, while the
other continually and often urgently appeals
to us for support in the name of values we
claim to hold. There is a second and at least
equally important reason. Study of these
struggles can tell us more than most other
sources about the ways in which the Soviet

Union is evolving, about the priorities and
values of its political leaders, their strengths
and vulnerabilities.
On this second point Western efforts have
so far been unimpressive. The essential basis
for study-an intellectual and above all
emotional understanding of the quartercentury of Stalinist slaughter and social
atomization-has been made accessible to
us, in more brilliant form than we really
deserve, by new sources, in particular the
works of Nadezhda Mandelstam and Alexander Solzhenitsyn. Some intellectuals and
students have, it is true, begun to discern
the richness of these new sources, but not
yet governments. Otherwise we might have
been spared such spectacles as Harold Wilson's recent homage to Mr. Kosygin as
'almost pa1t of the B1itish way of life' and
Messrs Nixon and Brezhnev boisterously
feting each otl1er in Washington and Moscow.
If, however, one absorbs the voluminous ·
writings and materials of samizdat, and
brings one's conclusions to bear on what is
known of the Soviet Union from other
sources, the picture is far from reassuring.
On the one hand the emotions pent up
throughout the Stalin era (when the only
honest emotion most people could wisely
display in public was fear) are now beginning to be expressed-not as yet, with any
clear purpose, among the workers and
peasants, but among those groups which
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have preserved or recreated their values and
have produced articulate leaders. The result
is gradually mounting pressures for a more
plural society, for some genuine politics
(after the apoliticism of a near-perfect totalitarianism), and for the legitimation of
minority nationalism.
On the other hand we see a regime increasingly on the defensive, physically
powerful but (partly because its public
discourse is pervaded by a degree of hypocrisy that must be unmatched in world history) morally weak; a regime prone, therefore, to viciousness. Hence the domestic
repression of forces for change and renewaL
the bullying and deception in international
relations which regularly show through the
mask of respectability, the vast sums spent
on intelligence activities and military buildup, and the skilful wheedling of loans and
economic aid out of capitalist enemies
(getting them-to paraphrase Lenin-to
provide the rope for their own hanging) .
In all this certain echoes of the last decades of tsatism are uncannily loud. Yet few
people pay attention. Some Western firms ,
indeed, apparently have few qualms at
negotiating barter deals with the USSR that
would produce no returns for twenty years.
Others are more prudent, recalling their
forerunners at the turn of the century and
taking care that the risks are not run by
themselves but by the US taxpayers, who,
in the end, bear the cost of the ExportImport Bank.
The unspoken assumption is often that
the Soviet system will be politically stable
for the indefinite future, or even forever.
The system's very longevity, compared to
the short life of many modem autocracies,
conb·ibutes to th1s assumption. So does the
memory of the false predictions of the
regime's demise in the 1920s and 1930s
when in reality its power was rising.
short-sightedness of such thinking is
T HEsharply
if often implicitly revealed in
the books under review. The historians
Valentyn Moroz and Andrei Amalrik, the
physicists Andrei Sakharov and Alexander
1

Published by Atheneum, pp. 193, $6.50.
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Voronel, the cybernetician Pyotr Grigorenko, the Christian socialist Anatoly Levitin, and the late poet and essayist Yury
Galanskov-all of these men ask awk'Ward
questions about the stability of the regime.
Moreover, }.'foroz, Amalrik, and Galanskov
sometimes go further, becoming prophets
whose voices often seem to have the ring of
truth.
David Bonavia's Fat Sasha and the Urban
Gue1·rilla1 is an admirable introduction to
the entire subject. Written in 1972, after
Bonavia spent three years in Moscow as the
London Times correspondent, it is an unusually illuminating and honest account of
the reaction of a sensitive Westerner to prolonged acquaintance with both officials and
dissenters. The author has retained his
critical sense, resisting the self-censorship
which the system induces in some intelligent observers, by means both crude and
subtle, even after they have left the Soviet
Union.
His detailed descriptions of the deceptions and perversities that permeate the
system, of the 'callousness and instinctive
mendacity' of its officials, support his intelligently argued conclusion that any belief in
a simple 'convergence' of East and West is
illusory. Although he likes and admires the
dissenters, he describes the ones he knew
with all their failings. His thinly disguised
porb·ait of the historian Pyotr Yakir, for
example, helps to explain how a few months
in jail in the experienced hands of the KGB
could make him 'sing' and thus facilitate the
big crack-down on dissent of 1972. Yakir's
fourteen years in Stalin's concentration
camps, his impulsiveness and weakness for
drink, his fear of a new fifteen-year sentence
and of his own death in captivity: these
factors were ruthlessly exploited by the ·
KGB to overcome his courage and high
principles and turn him into an informer.
Since Yakir and others portrayed by
Bonavia were involved in producing the
samizdat journal A Chronicle of Cu1'rent
Events, a picture emerges of roughly how
that remarkable record of the activities of
the main dissenting groups in the USSR is
compiled. Numerous telephone calls are

The Resistance in Russia
made; couriers hurry back and forth with
information and documents between farflung cities; political prisoners spirit desperate appeals out of forced labour camps
and 'mental hospitals'-with most of the
material ending up at the Chronicle's constantly mobile 'editorial office' in Moscow.
The admitted deficiency of Bonavia's
account of the dissenters is its Moscowcentricity. He knew Muscovite members of
the democratic and Jewish movements, but,
because of the severe travel restrictions, no
provincial members, or members of other
national or religious movements ....
ZHORES Medvedev's Ten Years After
Ivan Denisovich2 traces the decade
after 1962, when Solzhenitsyn's famous
camp story appeared, concentrating on the
fate of the author and his works. We learn
little that is wholly new, and gain no fresh
insights into Solzhenitsyn's complex personality, but the book is nonetheless absorbing, authentic, and personal. Medvedev was
on friendly terms with many of the people
involved in Solzhenitsyn's sh·uggles-the
Navy Mir editor Tvardovsky, the writers
Kaverin and Lakshin, the physicist Kapitsa,
the Norwegian journalist Hegge, and, of
course, Solzhenitsyn himself. He can therefore flesh out many familiar episodes with
new and often revealing detail. Of particular interest are his descriptions of the
methods used by the authorities to break up
the editorial board of Navy iHir in 19691970, to monopolize the ceremonies that
took place after Tvardovsky's death a year
later, thereby stealing some reflected glory
from the man they had just destroyed, and
to prevent Solzhenitsyn from receiving his
Nobel Prize in Moscow in 1972.
Since he wrote the book in Russia, before
he lost his Soviet citizenship while abroad,
it is not surprising that Medvedev has more
to tell us about the s1.'lllduggery against
Solzhenitsyn which the KGB organized on
such a large scale within Russia than about
2 Translated by Hilary Sternberg, published by
Knopf, pp. 202, $6.95.
3 Published by Universe, pp. 432, $10.95.
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the actions against him pursued by various
figures abroad. In particular, he appears to
have known little of the activities of the
Slovak journalist Pavel Licko and some of
his British associates. He refers to Licko
only as an 'impostor' who, posing as a
'representative' of the author, signed a contract for Cancer Ward with Bodley Head in
London; in fact Licko went further,
attempting to spread false and extremely
compromising inf01mation about Solzhenitsyn, in one case in the form of a sworn
affidavit. Again, because of his lack of full
information, Medvedev appears to have
believed that certain emigre publications
·were major proponents of the KGB's attacks
on Solzhenitsyn abroad, a belief for which
he produces no convincing evidence. It
should also be noted that Medvedev throws
little new light on the close but complicated
relationship between Solzhenitsyn and the
main groups of democratic dissenters.
HAPPILY, the relation of these groups to
the Jewish emigration movement has
at last been examined in some detail in
Leonard Schroeter's pioneering work The
Last Exodus. 3 Superficially, the Jewish
movement appears easily explained: following a resurgence of Zionism in the USSR a
certain proportion of Russian Jewry wanted
to go to Israel; and this has caused prolonged conflict because until 1970 the Soviet
regime operated an almost total ban on
emigration. But Schroeter reveals how many
complexities this process has involved, and
will continue to involve for the indefinite
future. He shows how significant in the
Zionist resurgence of the late 1960s was the
residue of Russian Zionism which had kept
itself alive since the 1920s; how important
for the Jews were the influence and
example of the human rights movement,
and especially, from 1970 on, of a central
figure in it, Academician Sakharov.
Schroeter explains why the Jewish movement arose simultaneously not only in the
major cities of Russia, the Baltic, and the
Ukraine, but also in Georgia and even Central Asia, where the Jewish communities led
a much more traditional and religious exis-
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tence and experienced relatively little perse- Union, and, though an American, worked
cution; why the movement gathered on the question of Soviet Jewry for the
momentum so quickly; why the authorities Israeli government, he has much to tell . . . .
radically changed their policy in 1970 and
permitted emigration on a significant scale
EWISH nationalism is a different crea(this was less because of pressure from
ture from Ukrainian nationalism, but
abroad, which had hardly begun, than be- the passions and intelligence which fuel the
cause the example given by the militancy latter can be equally formidable. Most
and skilful coordination of the Jewish formidable, beyond doubt, of the articulate
movement to other discontented groups Ukrainians is Valentyn Moroz, whose
was simply intolerable to the autocratic re- writings have been collected in t\vo volumes
gime); why some Jews adopted methods of (the one edited by Yaroslav Bihun being
underground conspiracy and others those somewhat fuller) which have now appeared
of open struggle and persistent legalism; in English.4
and why, after the big trials of 1970-1971
In his combination of elegance, precision,
had revealed the dangers of conspiracy, the and power of thought Moroz surpasses all
latter methods came to predominate. Some other Soviet dissenters. His defiant views
of the emigrants, it now seems clear, are are roughly summed up in what he told the
not convinced Zionists but exhausted authorities at his trial in 1970:
democrats, anti-Soviet malcontents, or just
TI1e awakening of national consciousness
plain adventurers. Schroeter believes the
is the deepest of all spiritual processes.
movement has an impetus which is likely
Your dams are strong, but now they
to pose strong demands for emigration for a
stand on dry land, by-passed by the
long time to come.
spring streams, which have found other
Schroeter discusses these issues with skill
channels. Your drawgates are closed,
and directness, telling in the process some
but they stop no one.... You stubbornly
awkward truths which the world Jewish
insist that all those you place behind
community has tended to suppress. In
particular he reveals how the Israeli govbars are dangerous criminals .... You can
ernment has hesitated to give the Jewish
pursue this absurd policy for, let us say,
movement its full backing, has caused
ten more years. But then what? These
severe resentment by suppressing samizdat
movements in the Ukraine and in the
documents, and has tried (with only partial
whole country are only beginning.
success) to prevent the movement's members from associating with the democratsHis trial-for circulating his essays on
all, apparently, out of a misplaced fear of Ukrainian nationhood and KGB methodsprovoking the regime into retaliatory steps was closed, and took place as if in an
such as reducing emigration. He also des- occupied country. Extraordinary KGB
cribes some of the methods the Israelis use measures in various cities prevented many
to try to keep the western diaspora in line of his friends from gathering outside the
with Israeli government policy. Since he is cordoned-off courthouse, and those who
the first person who has studied the volu- overcame these obstacles and got there
minous documentation, interviewed many were closely watched by some 200 troops
key figures in Israel, the US, and the Soviet and KGB agents. He was sentenced to
fourteen years of imprisoriment and exile.
4 Yaroslav Bihun (Ed.) Boomerang: The Works
One reason for this severity was probably
of Valentyn Moroz, Smoloskyp (Baltimore), pp. 272,
that Moroz collected evidence of what can
$5.75; $3.25 (paper); John Kolasky (Ed. & Tr.),
Report from the Beria Reserve: The Protest only be called cultural genocide. He noted
Writings of Valentyn Moroz, Peter Martin Asso- in an essay, for example, the mysterious
ciates (Toronto) and Cataract Press (Chicago), destruction, by fire, of national libraries and
other national treasures in the Ukraine and
pp. 162, $2.95.
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elsewhere, and analyzed the activities in the
Ukraine of the Society for the Preservation
of Historic and Cultural Monuments. He
wrote: 'What a strange Society.... It is not
clear whether it protects historic treasures
from pyromaniacs, or pyromaniacs from
public wrath. . . . [Its leaders] are not
concerned about drawing up lists of
national monuments, yet lists of the people
interested in these cultural monuments were
drawn up long ago.'
In 1972 the poet Anatoly Radygin, now
in the United States, had a chance meeting
with Moroz in Vladimir Prison, where
Moroz is still imprisoned, reportedly near
death. Radygin's account appears in both
collections of Moroz's writings. ·'He brought
to mind ... ,' he writes, 'photographs of the
not-yet-dead victims of Auschwitz. His
prisoner's garb hung loosely on the body of
this tall man as if on a thin wire skeleton.
His hair stood in sparse tufts of bristle on
his dry, sallow skin, and the skin itself, horribly greenish like a mummy's, was drawn
over his high forehead and raw-boned jaws.'
SOME dissenters, including Moroz, are
religious, and for many of the nationalist dissenters the churches have a definite
part to play in national regeneration. Partly
because national and religious traditions in
Lithuania are so closely intertwined, the
Catholic Church there has been much more
vigorous in asserting itself than, as yet, any
other church. Its priests and laymen have
organized mass petitions against the persecution of religion and national culture, have
printed literature on secret presses, and
have edited a remarkable samizdat publication, The Chronicle of the Lithuanian
Catholic Church. The church's position has
thus come to resemble somewhat that of the
church in Poland. Although the Lithuanian
case is unique, in several other churches,
notably the Uniate and the Russian Orthodox, one finds sympathy for dissenting,
often nationalist activities, and in most
denominations there is a movement for
5 Tr. Kathleen Matchett, University of California
Press, pp. 248, $12.00.
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greater religious freedom whose members
regularly clash with the KGB and maintain
links with the main groups in the democratic
movement.
Gerhard Simon's unusually competent
Church, State and Opposition in the USSR 5 ,
which deals with these activities, thus helps
to fill in the broad picture of dissent. He
gives a detailed account of the Russian
Orthodox and the Baptists, but, unfortunately, devotes much less attention to the
Lithuanian Catholics. His chapters on the
ways in which the life of the churches became more vmied and even more political
between 1900 and 1917 give a valuable
perspective on what is happening now. He
also includes a strong but balanced critical
analysis of Richard Wurmbrand's Christian
anticommunist crusade on behalf of the
Russian and East European churches, conducted from California and elsewhere. He
criticizes in particular the crusade's unreliability about facts and its tendency to
see those churches as leading a much more
'underground' existence than is really the
case.
If history should be repeating itself in
certain ways, then the USSR today could
perhaps be .compared with the Russia of
the 1880s. Then, as now, there was little or
no mass support for the oppositionists, the
regime used a similar variety of weapons
against them, and large-scale emigration of
Jews and others had begun. Today, we
should note, the Turkic Meskhetians and
the two-million Gern1an minority, as well
as some communities of Pentecostalists and
Baptists, are beginning to follow the Jewish
example by demanding to leave, but so far
only the Germans have had much success.

ARE, then, the present regime's ideologi-

cal supports any more secure than were
the tsars' three pillars of Orthodoxy,
Nationalism, and Autocracy? The following,
perhaps, are the equivalent Soviet supports,
as they might be seen by a perceptive
citizen: the Party's claim to be the agent not
of God but of History; its profession of
virtuous internationalist principles as prescribed by Histo1y (in reality these are dilut-
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eel by a lot of semi-disguised Russian pace of change in the Soviet U Ilion. The
nationalism); and its monopoly of political near-universal literacy of the Soviet people
and economic power (justified by History's and the enormous influence of vVestern
revelation that only the Party 'understands radio stations are new elements that will
the laws of social development'). In the long make the pace faster today than it was in
run these do not look like a strong or lasting the nineteenth centu1y. What samizdat in
combination, and there is growing evidence fact suggests most strongly of all is that
that some sections of the ruling class may the Soviet regime is even less flexible than
favour a new and undisguised commitment the tsarist autocracy was, and therefore
to Russian nationalism, or even chauvinism, even less able to cope with the many
which they could exploit both at home and changes-including those demanded by the
in foreign affairs ('the threat from China'). various dissenting groups-that will increasIn this eventuality the danger of military ingly be demanded of it. This said, it is still
adventures could sharply increase, espe- hard to have great optimism about the
cially if, as some think, the Soviet military future evolution of a country in wllich
leaders feel their armies lack the combat tendencies toward pluralism and comproexperience gained by the US in Vietnam, mise have been so persecuted since 1917
having themselves in recent years had only and are only now reviving. There is always
a few brush-fires to extinguish in Hungary, the ultimate danger of disintegration and
Czechoslovakia, and Manchuria. Unfortu- anarchy, as foreseen by Amalrik. But if the
nately none of the books under review future is so uncertain, that is, perhaps, all
examines Russian nationalism of either the the more reason to study the unique
official and semi-official varieties to be materials of samizdat for what they can
found in parts of the Soviet press, or the tell us about Soviet society and its rulers.
nonconformist variety which has been And it is certainly reason to support the
rapidly growing and taking diverse forms voices of sanity and moderation wllich
in samizdat. Scholarly work on all varieties began to speak in this genre a decade ago,
and have, through the resulting storms,
is badly needed.
But whatever the future may be, we continued somehow to make themselves
would be foolish to underestimate the likely heard.
-The New York Review of Books,
December 12, 1974.
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Wavell, The Viceroy's Journal (ed. by Penderel
Moon) Oxford University Press, London , pp. 528.
£8.00

OST diaries and memoirs are of little
interest to anyone else except the
relations and friends of the protagonist, but
Lord Wavell's ]ott.m.al is of a different kind.
It throws new light on certain aspects of the
freedom movement in India during its
closing years and provides interesting insights into the Viceroy's own personality.
Lord ' Vavell was Viceroy of India from
20 October 1943 to 22 March 1947. During
this period India moved from sullen an~
suppressed rebellion to the threshhold of
freedom. ' iVhen ' Vavell took over from Lord
Linlithgow the Congress leaders were still
in jail and Jayaprakash Narayan was just
arrested. By the time he left, His Majesty's
Government had already decided to
partition India and withdraw from the
sub-continent not later than June 1948,
though the decision was announced more
than two months after his successor, Lord
Mountbatten had taken charge.
The decision to grant independence to
India was taken mainly on the basis of the
reports perioJically sent by Lord Wavell to
HMG. Towards the end of May 1946 Wavell
submitted what he called the Breakdown
·Plan to which he reverted in August and,
in r~vised form, again in September of the
same year. According to the September
version:

M

1.

2.

3.

by a complete withdrawal from the
whole of India by 31 March 1948.
This Plan was not merely to be put
into operation if a sudden crisis arose
but was to be announced and acted
upon, whatever happened, not later
than 31 March 1947 ( Penderel
Moon's note, p. 344).

Wavell emphasized that HMG had only
two alternatives in India-either to make a
radical change of policy and announce their
decision to remain in India for another
fifteen to twenty years or 'a programme of
orderly withdrawal must be announced and
acted upon very soon'. By December 1946
' "'avell had come to the conclusion that
Partition, though a possible alternative, was
not a 'practicable policy'. He therefore pressed HMG 'to announce that, having failed
to bring about a settlement, we propose to
withdraw from India in our own time ... and
that we will regard any attempt to interfere with our programme as an act of war . .'.
But Wavell was not thinking of handing
over power to any central government of
united India; his idea was to hand it over
to 'es tablished authorities, i.e. Provincial
Governments' ( p. 389). The British Cabinet
accepted vVavell's assessment that it would
no longer be possible to keep India by force .
But they did not agree that power should be
handed over to Provincial Governments.
Instead, they decided to adopt the alterThe initial withdrawal of [British] native which Wavell considered an 'imcontrol was to be only from the four practicable policy', namely, to partition
southern Provinces of Madras, India into two sovereign states and withBombay, Central Provinces and dmw from the sub-continent even earlier
Orissa and not also from Bihar than recommended by Wavell.
and the United Provinces as Lord
Wavell's diary makes it clear that he was
Wavell had originally suggested .... almost invariably in advance of the British
The initial withdrawl of control from Government in his thinking and in his
Southern India was to be followed understanding of the Indian problem. The
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situation he was called upon to handle
would have taxed the patience of even a
seasoned politician. With his army background, Wavell was used to working with a
clear plan of action which took account of
all possible contingencies and offered a way
out in keeping with predetem1ined goals.
He did not think that he had the 'capacity or
inclination for the Viceroy's job' but accepted it 'in a spirit of a military appointmentone goes where one is told in times of war
without making conditions or asking questions'. However, having accepted the job,
he wanted 'some definite policy, and not go
on making promises to India with no real
sincere intention of trying to fulfil them'.
But the more he savv of politicians, the less
he respected them. As to the British
Government, he came to the conclusion that
'the Cabinet is not honest in its expressed
desire to make progress in India; and that
very few of them have any foresight or
political courage'. In this, he was in agreement with Linlithgow, who told Wavell
that 'the chief factors of the problem of
Indian political progress were the stupidity
of the Indians and the dishonesty of the
British'.
Wavell's impression of Indian political
leaders was not more flattering than of
their British counterparts. In an entry dated
29 March 1g,g, he records: 'Jinnah regards
me as an enemy of the Muslim League and
is determined to be as much of a nuisance
as he can. He does not really represent solid
steady Muslim opinion (in fact J. himself
is hardly a Muslim) but he can sway opinion
and no one seems to have the character to
oppose him.' In a similar entry a little less
than three months later, he remarks on
Jinnah's capacity to 'wave the banner of religion and frighten them [non-League Muslims] all to heel with it'. ' iVavell also expects
'more trouble with J. and his private army,
the Muslim National Guards'. His judgment on Gandhi and other leaders of the
Congress is still worse. Gandhi, according
to him, was a 'malignant old man', a 'real
wrecker', 'unscrupulous', 'an exceedingly
shrewd, obstinate, domineering, doubletongued, single-minded politician'. There

was 1ittle true saintliness in him'. The rest
of the Congress leaders were not much
different. 'With very few exceptions the
Congress Working Committee are not an
impressive lot: while there is a good deal
of cleverness, there is no statesmanship
among them.' Only Azad came out well : he
was 'honest, moderate and a gentleman; but
not a strong character'. Patel was 'antiMuslim' and 'fascist'. Nehru was wavering,
unpredictable, given to rhetoric and
thoughtless outbursts.
However, though Wavell did not like
Jinnah's obstinacy he was ultimately sold
on the Muslim League demand. He believed its charges of persecution of Muslims
under Congress rule in 1937-39 and was convinced that the Congress was out to establish 'a Caste Hindu raj' in India. In an entry
dated 9 September 1946 vVavell observes
that even 'Nehru himself this evening was
as communal as I have ever seen him'!
Two questions arise. Why was Wavell so
prejudiced against the Congress, and why
did the Muslim League ultimately accept
what Jinnah had already described in July
1944 as 'a maimed, mutiliated and motheaten Pakistan'? The Viceroy's Journal provides answers to both these questions.
Wavell's failure to understand the Congress
approach stemmed from what he himselt at
one stage recognized as 'the gulf between
the Hindu religion and mentality and ours,
and the Muslims, [which] is tl1e real core
of all our troubles in India'. This entry is
dated 21 November 1945, but there is no
evidence in the rest of the Journal to suggest that the Viceroy b·ied to bridge this
gulf in any but the most superficial, political manner. Nor did he have any advisers
who could conect the_distorted view of the
Congress that an Englishman, particularly
one brought up in the army, was bound to
have. Wavell projected onto the Congress
the real and imaginary sins of which religious majorities had at one time been guilty
in the West. He therefore shared the Muslim League's conviction that the Muslims
would not get a 'square deal from the Congress'. Consequently, in spite of his dislike
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of Jinnah's obstinacy, he could not think of
insisting on a united India. Since Partition
did not appear to him a practicable policy,
he thought of handing over power to still
smaller units, namely, individual provinces.
This would have been an even greater
disaster and Mr Attlee's government deserves some credit for having avoided it.
By the beginning of 1947 Patel and Nehru
had already come to the conclusion that
Partition was inevitable as the price of
freedom. Their experience of working with
the Muslim League in the Interim Government had convinced them that even if the
Cabinet Mission's plan were to be accepted
by the Muslim League, it would ony be
with an ulterior motive. Indeed, as early as
6 May 1946-that is, nearly two months before Nehru's oft-quoted press conference,
Jinnah had claimed 'the right of a Group to
secede after five years'. Ultimately he was
persuaded to be satisfied with a provision,
to be arranged by the Constitution-making
Body, 'for th e possibility of revising the
Constitution either at fixed periods or by
the desire of a certain proportion'. But
Gandhi recognized this proposed solution
as 'worse than Pakistan'. vVith Patel he was
of the view that if the government were
fum, the Muslims would not fight and the
unity of India could be permanently ensured. However, as pointed out above, the
Viceroy did not trust the bona fides of the
Congress, and the British Government was
not willing to take the risk of large-scale
communal rioting in India. They also wanted to retain a political foothold in the subcontinent as General Auchinleck had suggested. Thus the conflicting aims of all three
parties to the dispute ultimately converged
on the creation of Pakistan.
Jinnah accepted this 'maimed, mutilated
and moth-eaten Pakistan' because as suggested by V. V. Nagarkar in his forthcoming book, Genesi·s of Pakistan, he had perhaps received intimations of approaching
death and wanted to see the creation of a
sovereign Muslim state, even if incomplete,
in the Indian sub-continent before he died.
There are entries in Wavell's Journal which
lend support to this hypothesis. On 10 March
QUEST

1945, Wavell knew that Jinnah had a 'touch
of pleurisy'; again, on 13 and 19 May 1946,
there are entries about Jinnah's illness; on
10 June 1947, Chundrigar told Wavell that
Jinnah was a sick man. It was probably this
realization of approaching death by cancer
that persuaded Jinnah to accept a smaller
Pakistan in the first instance, in the hope
that his people would expand it to its
'natural' borders in the course of time even
if he did not live to accomplish it himself.
The hypothesis can only be confirmed or
disproved when Jinnah's papers are thrown
open to scholars.
Lord Wavell emerges from the pages of
the Journal as an essentially liberal Englishman with great qualities of head and heart,
but also suffering from the traditional prejudices of the Englishman against the
Hindu leaders of the freedom movement.
Not that the latter were paragons of virtue
but they were, if anything, more generous
and tolerant than their opposite numbers
in the Muslim League. Even Azad, whom
Wavell certified as 'honest, moderate and a
gentleman' was not above telling a lie when
it suited his personal politics. Wavell himself was aware of this as is evident from
his entry of 29 April 1946, which reads:
'There was some trouble over the original
letter [from the Cabinet Mission] to Azad,
which apparently showed a lack of frankness with his Working Committee and did
not show it to them, and then wanted a
different letter to b e sent which he could
show them.' Azad also canied on negotiations with Jinnah and Cripps without the
knowledge of the Congress Working Committee. And yet Lord Wavell is of the view
that he was the only honest man in the
Congress Working Committee.
These, however, are minor faults , not of
the ]omnal but of the man who kept it
from day to day in spite of the pressures
and frustrations of working in an adverse
situation and with a hostile home government. The ]omnal itself is a document of
great historical importance and shows
Wavell as an honest statesman, unused to
the quirks and tergiversations of power
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politics, but frank and humane, with a fine
sense of humour and love of poetry. To
many it would come as a pleasant surprise
that Wavell had edited an anthology of
poems and called it Oth er Men's Flowers.
A. B.
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Dialectical Criticism
Marxism and Form: Twentieth Century Dialectical
Theories of Literature by Fredric Jameson,
Princeton University Press, 432 pp. , $12.50).

Jameson's subtle discusT osionunderstand
it is essential to keep in mind the
contemporary revival of interest in Marxist
aesthetics in \i\Testern Europe and the
United States. This revival owes very little
to the orthodox canons of Lenin, Stalin or
Mao, but a good deal to the other tradition
of Marxism associated with Gramsci, Goldmann, Benjamin, Marcuse, Adorno and the
Frankfurt School. This tradition rejects the
simplistic model of the base-superstructure
relationship and restores consciousness as a
primary activity. It takes into account what
Bruce Brown, following the theoretical
statements of Jurgen Habermas, calls the
'psychology of everyday life', an area not
amenable to the neat categorisation of the
base-superstructure model. Mm-xism and
Fonn is perhaps the most fruitful result of
the encounter between this other tradition
and the native empiricism of the AngloAmerican critical theory. Its insights are
teasingly fresh, its generalisations provocative.
Jameson's argument is marked by a tentativeness-which is not the same as uncertainty-regarding value judgments; it comes
from the peculiar nature of the challenge it
offers to those who would readily accept a
middle-of-the-road approach to art and
literature. James on is aware of the intricacies of the problems a Marxist critic is faced
with today: he is alive to a welter of critical discourses which distract attention in the
practice of literary criticism. Hence the exploratory character of his argument. Rej.ect·
ing the empiricism of the Anglo-Amencan
critical temper as well as the vulgar left\Vingism of the thirties' variety of Marxist

criticism, Jameson finds the job of a critic
truly dialectical. After analysing the critical positions of Lukacs. Marcuse. Sartre,
Bloch, Adorno and Benjamin, he states his
own position as that of a dialectical critic.
For a genuinely dialectical criticism indeed there can be no pre-established
categories of analysis: to the degree that
each work is the result of a kind of inner
logic or development in its own content,
it evolves its own categories and dictates
the specific terms of its own interpretation. Thus dialectical criticism is at the
other extreme from all single shot or univalent aesthestic theories which seek the
same structure in all works of art or prescribe for them a single type of interpretive technique or a single mode of explanation ( p . 333).
This statement at once does away 'vith
the prescriptiveness of most critical methodologies, and substitutes a critical consciousness that sees the historical dimension of
reality as immanent within the particular
form of the work.
Indeed, form is the central cate~Sory in
Jameson's theory. He accepts the Hegelian
dynamic of historical content seeking adequate forms. In Marxian terms this dynamic becomes the locus of change from one
set of productive relations to another. In
Jameson's theory. He accepts the Hegelian
position of a shape on an amorphous substance. In fact, reality itself is a completed
form (here James on's position seems similar
to Lukac's in Aesthetik which in turn harks
back to Aristotle). Reality 'never initially
is formless , never ... contingent but is rather
already meaningful from the outset, b eing
neither more nor less than the very components of our social life itself: words,
thoughts, objects, desires, places, activities'
(pp. 402-3).
A work of art, then, does not give meanings, but transforms the initial meanings
(forms ) into a 'heightened construction
of meaning'. Hence the need to come to
grips with each work individually, since
each work, as Arnold Hauser said in another
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context, is a 'violation of established meanings'. The notion of violation brings Jameson's argument nearer Marcuse's designation of art as 'subversive', and Jameson
would regard the critic too as a kind of
a sparking plug. 'There is a breathlessness
about this shift from the normal objectoriented activity of the mind to such dialectical self-consciousness - something of a
sickening shudder we feel in an elevator's
fall or in the sudden dip of an airliner' ( p.
308). Thus the critic's job is to shock the
reader into a revelation of meaning through
a direct engagement with an individual
work's concrete existence in a social/historical matrix.
Such a notion of form is directed towards
distinctive kinds of totalities in history as
well as in literature-totalities which do not
correspond to any predetermined idea of
mimetic fidelity, but carry their own justification as autonomous entities struggling into shape from a complex of social life. For
social dimension remains the ground of
Jameson's discussion, but its constituent
determinants extend beyond the social base
to embrace wider elements. James on thus
lends credence to what the French revisionist theoretician, Roger Garaudy, calls 'realism without walls' in as much as he concedes
that no established form can accommodate
the fluctuating content of history without
distortion, for there is an inner logic of content of which an adequate form is its ultimate goal.
In this way Jameson dismisses out of hand
the so-called socialist-realist shibboleths of
the party hacks, and shows the uselessness
of Lukac's reductionist reflection model. Not
that Jameson rejects Lukacs altogether. In
his chapter on him (in my opinion next best
to the one on Adorno) he shows where
Lukacs can be fruitfully used and what parts
of him ought to be rejected. Jameson is more
convincing in explaining the failure of
Lukacs to account for the fact that Balzac
and the other European critical realists
were better novelists than the avowed
Marxist writers, though in his later writings
Lukacs saw the absurdity of his own earlier
acclaim of the socialist-realist novel. Where
QUEST

Jameson is a better guide than Lukacs is in
suggesting that the inner logic of the new
historical content cannot be accommodated
within the fossilized forms of the traditional
novel, for Lukacs still the only form possible.
Since his methodology is not imposed from
any rigid ideological position, it enables
him to see the apparent formlessness of the
contemporary American novel as an inevitable form for this genre.
Dialectical criticism, as James on sees it,
has a distinct advantage over the previous
methodologies of Marxist criticism. It assumes the unity of a work of art as well as its
autonomy which resists total assimilation into the historical moment. It goes beyond the
naive sociologism of vulgar Marxist aesthetic
and conceives of the literary work as an
independent entity. It also accepts the recalcitrance of history with all its apparent
paradoxes and inconsistencies. In fact it sees
these paradoxes as valid articulations rather
than as mere reflections of a particular
epoch. In other words, it sees the contemporary avant-garde not simply as an expression of a particular kind of sensibility, but
as a 'stylization' of it. (This Jameson successfully demonstrates by analysing Hemingway's sentence structures.) Disclaiming any
status of a creative activity for his methodology ( p. 415 ), Jameson nevertheless ascribes
to the critical act a positive role in demystifying the falsehoods with which our daily
experience of history is replete. This is why
he asks the literary critic to revive the
'dangerous speculative capacities' which
formerly belonged to social and political
thought. This, indeed, seems to me to be a
powerful challenge Marxist critics will have
to face in times to come.
M. L. RAINA

Translations
The Vultures by Vijay Tendulkar (Hind Pocket
Books, 139 pp., Rs. 5.)
Evam lndrajit by Badal Sircar (Oxford University
Press, 60 pp., Rs. 7.50)
Winds of Fire by Vyankatesh Madgulkar (Hind
Pocket Books, 112 pp., Rs. 4).

the two plays what c0mes first
I Ntoreading
mind is that stageability as a value
can be distinguished from art-values pro-
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per, and therefore from a play's capacity to
affect, alter, and sometimes in the process
enrich a tradition. We can assume that in
the case of drama the artist's vision is distinct from plot, theme, character, dialogue,
stage properties, etc., etc. and is the more
important in the play's evaluation. Vijay
Tendulkar's play The Vultures is interesting and has a novelty of plot and stagecraft, but suffers from a lack of united vision
and is therefore not dramatically meaningful as a whole.
The plot is that Pappa, his two sons, and
his daughter Manik share an old house.
Pappa's illegitimate son, a poet, lives in the
garage. Pappa is patently afraid of all his
children, who hate him, and who are all
given to violence except Rajanikant the
poet, and Rama (wife of the eldest son)
who are in love. Rama's husband's 'seed is
soaked in the poison of liquor and won't
take roots in her womb'. Rama becomes
pregnant from Hajanikant, her husband
aborts her, they desert the house.
Rajanikant's soliloquies offer objective
comments on the action : Rama has followed her husband
With the true companionship
To a leper
Of a mangy dog
On the road to hell.
And there remains to them
Only death . . .
But death does not come
The watcher suffers
More than
The living sufferer
(She) threw off her chains in her need.
The need to swell with fruit
(But) on the swinging branch of her
rotted hopes
Five vultures . . . (repeated).

As an epilogue he says that 'death is the
only merciful hand that will bring release
to the sinful souls of the vultures'.
For they have no other
Future left to them.
There is no hope
And yet perhaps

There is no escape for them
No ... there is none.
For there is no escape for them
Or for anyone.
Rajanikant's role is similar to that of the
Greek chorus-he is an intermediary between the readers and the stage. Moreover
he gives a psychological and symbolic explanation of the violence enacted on stage,
in the analogy of the vultures. He is a
human vulture himself in that he is a poet,
'a mere onlooker'. His role is to dissect
human emotions. But a major failing of the
play is that Rajanikant does not fill in the
communication gap; his voice alone cannot replace the dramatic vision which
should emerge through the physical actions
of the characters and make the play a meaningful experience. In this case the centre
remains unexplored; the characters are
divorced from life and the experience
realised only at surface level. Consequently
the dramatic action is not homogeneous and
unified. Instead of uniting it, the metaphor
of the vultures remains half-realised. The
failure of the metaphor is a failure of the
artist's vision, and the play is unsatisfactory
according to both realistic and symbolic
canons.
Priya Adarkar's translation makes the
play's defects yet more apparent. In the
Marathi, Rajanikant's soliloquies are in a
poetic prose which makes them at once
similar to and different from the prose used
elsewhere in the play. Adarkar has tried
free verse and this takes the soliloquies further away from the dramatic action,, widening the gulf between the reader and the
stage.
Again, Adarkar's English makes the
dialogue unnatural and lifeless; for instance,
Rajanikant's bastard Marathi, Rama's
domestic speech and Pappa's traditional
slang all read alike. This has made the characters appear more Hat and unreal than
they are in the original.
To give Tendulkar his due, his plays in
general have a considerable amount of
stage value, and he is adept at manipulating prevalent stage techniques. His most
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positive effort at art-drama, Silence, the serves as a background to dramatic action):
Court is in Session divides his career in two
Voices: One- two- three
parts. His early plays abound in common
One - two - three - two -one
domestic sentimentalism but have a definite
- two- three
moral point to make while his later plays
One
two
three
- two are outstanding in their novelty but seem
two
- three
one
morally centreless.
Fourfivesix
...
etc.
In contrast, Evam Indrajit revolves round
a moral point-a writer scribbling, trying
The play reads delightfully, with a
to understand his surroundings. A girl smooth flow of action and dialogue. A skilManasi (literally 'creation of the mind') ful use of stage technique gives a spatial
and a perpetual aunt. The girl asks him and temporal fluidity to the action and it is
whether he has finished his play and the essential to the theme. There is however a
~unt is bothering him about his meals. ('She lack of any concrete internal experience to
is frantic because she can't make any sense balance the loss in the external world. This
of her boy's behaviour. But then, not being play exists as a problem posed in an emoable to make sense is a prerogative of ann- tional vacuum. Compared to a precedent in
ties)'. The writer feels that he can't get on Bengali like Tagore's Raktalwmbi, Evam
with the play and calls four people from the Indrajit seems an intelligent but minor
audience-Vimal, Kamal, Amal and Nirmal dramatic effort.
.... but No, says the writer, the last is
Pramod Kale's translation of Madgulkar's
Indrajit (the mythical hero who defeated novel V avtal, i.e. 'The Winds of Fire' touchIndra, king of the gods ) .
es some moot problems in translation. It
Vimal, Kamal and Amal are the two and opens with the scene of Gandhi's death:
a half per cent educated elite in Calcutta.
30th January, 1948.
They lead a very routine student life, a
vmy routine business life, a very routine
New Delhi: At ten minutes past five this
family life. The writer feels that Indrajit is
evening Gandhiji arrived at the site of
different; he has to be a suitable protagonist
the evening prayers .... At this moment
for the play. He could, for instance, enact
a man, Nathuram Vinayak Godse, pushed
the age-old love drama with Manasi (Manasi
through the crowd, stood in front of
and Indrajit however are first cousins and
Gandhiji and fired three shots point blank
do not break the taboo against such a
at him.
marriage). Indrajit in the end refuses to be
With the words, 'Hev Ramal' Gandhiji
called Indrajit, says his name is Nirmal
fell down.
Kumar Roy.
Poona
Evam Indrajit (literally 'And Indrajit')
Like its rivers the streets of Poona have
successfully poses the existential problem .
dried up. Shops are closed. No vehicles
It is basically an intellectual play; the extermove. This city which babbles all the
nal world is viewed as a series of problems
twenty-four hours of the dav in discorwhich are to be solved by individual reason
dant voices, has become suddenly quiet
alone. Indrajit is an intellectual symbol for
as if it had lost its tongue ...
the aspiring man. Emotions are excluded as
I had dozed off in the afternoon. It
meaningless property and the external
was five-thirty when I awoke. I drew the
world reduced to an unreal and weightless
cover over me and just lay there. I hadn't
existence. The cultural context as a conseeaten much during the last two daysquence is reduced to the minimum, which
hadn't felt like eating ...
makes the translator's job easy.
Am I sick? I feel my body. No fever, no
The dialogue as well is more of a rational
headache. Only the tongue is unclean, a
comment than an emotional expression. An
little sluggish . ..
example is the song sung by voices (which
QUEST
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Still I lay down. It really wasn't sleep
but the eyelids drooped and the eyes
closed themselves again and again-as if
I was sinking down somewhere deep,
losing my balance and falling off. Only
with an effort could I keep my eyes
open ...
It is the state of a momentary freezing of
response.
The narrator is a Brahmin boy, Shankar,
a hostelite in Poona who is temporarily at a
loss to comprehend the external world. He
has withdrawn into himself, but records his
surroundings with sensitive detachment.
Along with his two friends he leaves Poona
for his native place, and after the very
crowded train he finds himself in a village
bus. The boys have felt so far that the
villages at least would retain their calm and
security. But here too the agitation has set
in, the boys are asked to get off the bus as
they are Brahmins and there is danger
ahead. They take refuge in a village a few
miles away from their native place, Nandvadi. They meet a village barber, an old
friend of Shanker's, and spend the night in
his hut. When they reach Nandvadi the
following morning by foot, Shankar finds
the Brahmins' houses burnt and peaceful
village life divided by strife. The sudden
'Vavtal' (literally a hurricane) violence has
shocked people, and drained them of
human sympathy. Can life ever get back to
normal? Shanker's father who has retired
from service to die in his birthplace decides
to return to Bombay. And this without any
visible emotional upheavals.
... Nineteen Hundred and Sixty-three'
Aha (The father) died on November
13, 1948 in Bombay; within a year mother
died too ...
Then follows a factual description of the
village and in the end:
On rare occasions I go to our village.
My children say they are from Poona.

Shankar's journey from Poona to Nandvadi and his final stage of life in Bombay is
a journey into human beliefs to test their

solidarity. An individual, Shankar looks to
the external world for its old normality and
assurance, and finds it disturbed. It is difficult then to reconcile the past with the present. By the end of the novel Shankar once
again has fallen into the smooth flow of life
with its new contexts and the winds of fire
emerge as an experience in the past, timeless and complete in itself.
The detachment of Shankar's narration is
not the cold objectivity of an intellech1al
protagonist-Madgulkar is primarily a storyteller, his protagonist is not a mere bundle
of sense-organs but an individual basically
in harmony with his surroundings.
Some alterations in the original experience are inevitable in translation. When the
three boys, cold and scared, meet the village
barber, Shankar is reminded of the past and
of the stories his friend used to tell. Madgulkar gives some cliches and pet words
from the tales. These have no parallels in
English and are left out. Then, on reaching
the village, Shankar feels he should walk to·
the Chavdi-'The local meeting-place', Kale
has to add in brackets. There are inevitable
additions and omissions, and they do affect
the theme and impact of the whole.
It is also inevitable that a reviewer should
often disagree with a translator's choice of
words. 'The boss sat rubbing the soles of
his feet with his long and bony fingers.' The
Marathi version reads 'Long and supple
hands' (or something to this effect). Kale's
introduction of 'bony fingers' makes the
image too kinesthetic and accurate, the
individual as a result too sharply in contrast
with his environment.
These grumblings apart, the novel on the
whole reads as a good novel and a successful translation.
CHARU BHAGWAT

Personal Choice
Indian Poetry in English Today edited by Pritish
Nandy (Sterling Publishers, 136 pp., Rs. 3.50).
Thieves of Fire by Denis Donoghue (Faber &
Faber, 139 pp., £2.95).

two books, though different in
THESE
content, one being an anthology and
the other a critical sh1dy, have two things
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in common. Both are in a sense 'collections'
.and both are particularly subjective.
An anthology is necessarily subjective
and Pritish Nandy's book is no exception.
The editor of an anthology normally makes
his own selection as he reserves the right to
have his own criteria which is explained by
an introduction. Although Mr Nandy's book
is a brave atterrtpt to popularize IndoAnglian poetry, it definitely does not represent the best of Indo-Anglian poetry
written today. In his introductory essay,
Mr Nandy talks about the poehy in this
collection as dynamic. The decade of the
'sixties has produced, according to him,
some of the finest poetry written to date. He
talks of the strength in technique and
sensibility atained by these poets as they
shook off the shackles of the Romantics.
These poets started looking inwards to their
own roots. This anthology includes a lot of
poems about roots, some of which I feel are
too personal to be good poems. And the
question which interests me most is, should
good poetry be sacrificed for mediocre
poetry just to substantiate a point? Or
should an anthology stress good poetry as
its sole criterion (the aesthetic definition of
good being predetermined)? I feel one
should opt for the latter. I shall illustrate
from the anthology.
Of late Nissim Ezekiel, our premier poet,
has been grossly misrepresented. A popular
weekly which featured India's top three
poets writing in English, represented
Mr Ezekiel with Indian-English poems,
with the result that to the audience (and
the Indo-Anglian poets have yet to get an
audience) Mr Ezekiel writes funny poems
in pidgin English. Many do not realise that
Mr EQ:ekiel is the poet who wrote such
poems as Poet, Lover, Birdwatcher, The
Night of the Scorpi01t and other polished
poems as in The Unfinished Man. Mr Nandy
does nothing to im;Jrove this image. Here
one has to be content with And I Reject the
Indian Noise and Guru. F01· a Friendly
Critic would be better suited for a collection
of Mr Ezekiel's poems.
Another poet given the same treatment,
though on a smaller scale, is A. K. RamaQUEST

nujan. Though given the dubious pride of
place, index-wise, his Hindoo poems
( Ramanujan is more a Hindoo living
in the United States than anything else)
seem to be forgotten. Fortunately the poems
here do give an insight into his sense of
rhythm.
R. Parthasarathy is another poet who is
made to seem smaller than he is. The legendary workmanship is seen at its best in
Under Another Sky and the cluster of poems
he wrote about Bombay. Kamala Das is well
represented. Her quaint rhythm and unique
style is ominously present in A Man is a
Season and Forest Fire, though one wishes
The Old Playhouse was also included.
Many poets who made freak appearances
in P. Lal's book make an impressive
appearance here. The inclusion of Jayanta
Mahapatra is heartening and so is the inclusion of Arvind Krishna Mehrotra. It is
also unfortunate that some of the new poets
like Siddarth Kak and S. Dasgupta are
represented by rather immature poems.
Deba Patnaik's poem may be a poem about
roots but that is no justification for including
a very personal poem. We are hardly given
a glimpse of the best poems of the poet. The
same applies to K. N. Daruwala. He is one
of the best Indo-Anglian poets, but one long
poem ( Daruwala has written some excellent
short poems) doesn't give us the essential
Daruwala.
The omission of poets like Saleem
Peeradina and Eunice de Souza is regrettable. Mr Peeradina's economic use of
words is transmuted into very good poetry
and Miss de Souza is probably the only
Indo-Anglian poet writing today, with a real
sense of humour. The inclusion of her poems
would have given the anthology another
dimension.
Any anthology is arranged with some
order in mind, i.e. alphabetically, etc. This
anthology begins with a seemingly alphabetical arrangement and stops being so after
some time. It is not even arranged in order
of importance. I wish it was. For the common reader this would have served as a
guide to approach the poet's individual
collections.
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Above all, bringing Indo-Anglian poetry
to the common reader is probably the first
step in finding an audience. In this sense
this book contributes its mite.

Thieves of Fire is a collection of four lectures along with an introduction. These
lectures deal with the 'Prometheans' and
were delivered at the University of Kent as
the T. S. Eliot Memorial Lectures for 1972.
They are subjective to the extent that the
lecturer was at liberty to choose any topic
related to any of Eliot's official interests.
Surprisingly, the topic selected is at
variance with the accepted view of Eliot.
The four writers discussed were all in some
degree or another alien to Eliot. He was
either indifferent or hostile to them.
In the first chapter Denis Donoghue
tackles a broad definition of the 'Promethean' writer. In the four chapters which
follow, he illustrates this definition by
quoting from the works of Milton, Blake,
Melville and Lawrence. He uses the Promethean myth with all its implications to
sustain the definition of the Promethean
writer. 'Promethean' could mean stolen from
the gods. It could also stand for rebellion.
Imagination is the gift stolen from the gods
and is used to rebel against the limitations of
Nature. The Promethean writers refuse to
accept that in practice the limits of the
language determine the range of their
feelings. There is also a tension between
feeling and fonn. The Promethean writer
forces his personality upon his work It is
this personal rhythm which gives the writers mentioned a feeling of kinship, despite a
multitude of overt differences. The Promethean imagination has always been
defiant. It starts ·with a sense of its O\:vn
power and seeks in nature only the means
of its fulfilment.
Milton, for instance, uses his imagination
to question the actions of God parading as
justice. The question of right and wrong is
overwhelmed by the inescapable presence
of power. Milton's description of Satan invading the Garden in Book IV responds i:o
this sense of power detaching its possessors
from the ordinary considerations of good

and evil. The speeches of Satan, Moloch,
etc. are a continuity of anger and outrage
against a God who has little to recommend
Him but His omnipotence.
Blake is the Romantic Promethean poet.
The idiom of harmony and reconciliation
(Wordsworth's) is alien to the Promethean
imagination which delights in tension and
struggle, the exercise· of the will. Blake's
most complete relation is to his own imagination which he registers in the creation
of Los. His relationship to the given world
is one of defiance. The Romantic Promethean proposes a vision of a new earth
and a new man. Blake makes of the imagination a power equal and opposite to that
of the Hebraic God.
Melville, on the other hand, is a prophetic
Promethean. In M oby Dick ·we feel that
Melville's imagination is inspired by his
sense of a ghostly presence surrounding the
visible body of man, a second man created
by the first in plide and rage until the
second engulfs the first, completely destroying it. He is speaking here of man's rage to
transcend his nature. The white whale
itself symbolizes limits. In modern times
the Promethean motive is the p1ide of selfconsciousness and the action takes place in
the private mind.
The naturalistic Promethean is Lawrence,
for his art is most deeply engaged when the
action is propelled by desires. \Vhat is
typically Lawrentian is a profound sphitual
restlessness, a Promethean urge to transfigure life by driving it beyond itself.
Lawrence's major novels have one theme,
the possibility of redeeming human relationships so tl1at they can participate in
the great nah1ral adventure of creation and
imagination.
But, as Donoghue admits, these four
writers do not exhaust the world of the
Prometheans; nor are these writers only
Prometheans, and there are other aspects to
their writings which he has not touched. He
has simply illustrated a definition of the
Prometheans which is convincing. Whether
the Prometheans will be a permanent category in English literature is to be seen.
SANTAN RoDRIGUES
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Russian Poet
Mande!stam by Clarence Brown
University Press, 320 pp., £4.75).

(Cambridge

HAT does one say about a book on an
W
·
author one has not read? When the
subject happens to be, as Brown declares,
one of the greatest Russian poets of this
century, one is brought up short against
one's ignorance. My acquaintance With
Russian history and culture, its political and
literary personnae is even dimmer. Having
thus disqualified myself, I have now to
stumble through the book
Translations of the known editions of
Osip Mandelstam's poetry have been in
print for less than ten years. Very recently,
Nadezhda Mandelstam's memoirs of her life
with her husband Hope Against Hope and
Hope Abandoned, have created a keen
interest in Mandelstam's poetry. Brown's
book, which is intended to be an introduction to the man and his work more than
fulfils that function.
The first eight chapters cover the bare
facts of Mandelstam's life, his studies,
travels in Europe, emotional attachments
and literary relationships. The larger half of
the book is devoted to a detailed analysis of
Mandelstam's three collections of poeb:y
quoted both in Russian and in translation,
with a critical examination of the then
fashionable literary movement Acmeism, of
which Mandelstam was a practitioner.
Mandelstam was born in 1891 and died
in 1938 in one of Stalin's labour camps, four
years after he had been exiled. Brown
makes no boast of being definitive either
with the minutiae about Mandelstam's life
or with the texts of his work. 'We know
maddeningly little of his early life', he
admits. Of his work, 'we are at a much more
preliminary stage than is commonly believed', since it is difficult sometimes 'to know
what Mandelstam even wrote, let alone
what he meant'. Although Mandelstam left
a book of recollections published in 1925
under the title The Noise of Time, the
account was autobiographical more in
feeling than in the particulars of his first
QUEST

twenty years. He wrote little about his
immediate family: 'I am not interested in
my kinfolk', he said. Russians strike Brown
as indubitably the greatest memoirists in the
world and he refers to several Wiitten and
oral anecdotes about Mandelstam by his
contemporaries. Some of these, he discovers,
are distorted or interestingly fabricated; or
they are motivated by envy, malice or the
desire to be intimately associated with the
great. Indeed, when Brown met Anna
Akhmatova in London in 1965, the poetess
recited to him a list of emigre authors whose
testimony about her and her milieu was
under no circumstances to be credited!
Brown's conjectures on the truth rest more
or less on Nadezhda's recorded and spoken
testimony about her husband and the times
and places they moved in.
There are a number of revealing glimpses
of the man and his art through letters and
comments, his own and those of others.
There is a letter of glowing praise from
Pasternak on his first book of poems, Stone.
There is the description written by another
poetess, of Mandelstam reciting to an
audience which included Alexander Blok:
Mandelstam's face was not strilcing on
first glance. Thin, with slight, irregular
features, he reminded one in his whole
aspect of the people in Chagall's paintings. But then he began to read, in a singsong way and slightly rocking to the
rhythm of the verse. Blok and I were
sitting side by side. Suddenly he touched
my sleeve softly and with his eyes pointed towards the face of Osip Emilevich.
I have never seen a human face so transformed by inspiration and self-forgetfulness. Mandelstam's homely, insignificant
face had become the face of a seer and
prophet. Alexander Alexandrovich was
also astonished by this.
There is an interview, reproduced in full,
done during Mandelstam's spell of journalism in the 1920's, with a young revolutionary who was later to become known to the
world as Ho Chi ~Hnh. There is the enhy
in a notebook dated 1931: 'In January I
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turned 40. I've reached the age of the rib
and the demon. Constant searching for some
shelter, unsatisfied hunger for thought.'
There is a lengthy episode that contributed
directly to Mandelstam's first arrest and to
his eventual downfall, that began as a petty
quarrel in defence of his wife and ended
with Mandelstam's slapping Alexey Tolstoy
in the face!
It would be dishonest of me to try to
support or argue the claim Brown makes for
regarding Mandelstam as one of the greatest Russian poets of this counh-y. From the
handful of translations displayed in this
book, I will say that for me the poetry does
not carry any special appeal. The book is
illustrated with photographs of the poet
from age sixteen to just before he was deported, and those of his friends and relations. For the specialist there are elaborate
notes on the translations. Impressive, but
heavy. The book is likely to be for sometime a standard text for students of Russian
literature.
SALEEM PEERADINA

Story-telling
The Apprentice by Arun Joshi (Asia Publishing
House, 208 pp., Rs. 18).
The Survivor by Arun Joshi (Sterling Publishers,
136 pp., Rs. 5).

ALL Arun Joshi's novels are strong. They
are always written in a low key, but
the tale continues to tease you, to circle in
your mind-to haunt you, in short, long after
you have put the book down. All this in
spite of the fact that it is quite easy to pick
holes in the actual writing itself.
Joshi sems to prefer the first person narrative technique. The form of The Apprentice
is something like that of the Ancient Mariner. Some 'venerable' has button-holed a
passerby (we never discover who it is)
and allovvs the story of his life to flow out
of himself in instalments. His career has in
a sense run parallel to the story of his country. He started life on the crest of his father's
idealism (his father was killed during the
freedom movement) and, to begin with, he

automatically assumed that the same high
principles would inform his own life. The
gradual surrendering of standards, the slow
awareness of his own weaknesses, and the
ultimate justice of his punishment make a
sad and dramatic story. Those who wish to
can read into it an alleg01-y of the progress
of our country since Independence. The
main difference is that the protagonist in
the novel is clear-sighted about his own lack
of integrity. Can we say the same of ourselves as a people?
The novel starts off slowly. So slowly, in
fact, that for some time the reader wonders
whether it is moving at all. But, actually,
the colloquial, rambling style sets the tone
and helps to sketch in the bacground, the
Indianisms ('and now, if you permit, I shall
beg your leave'), and the interjections and
comments all help to give us a clear picture
of the T or 'hero' of the story.
Later on the narrative picks up movement, although the style remains simple,
open and explicit. 'After the party I went
back to my hotel and sat brooding in my
room. It was night and, you see, I was
afraid. I could not forget the old man and
the memory filled me with fear.' While the
writing is deliberately plain, almost plodding, often wordy and with little variation
in pace, the personality of the protagonistthe 'I'- is far from unsubtle. The question
the reader asks himself is, could this rather
weak and pompous character ever have had
the objectivity, the self-awareness, to be
able to describe his own aberrations with
so much clarity, even if it is only the clarity
of hindsight? 'I had become, at the age of
twenty-one, a hypocrite and a liar; in short,
a sham .. I had been insecure before, and
full of strange fears. But I had never undertaken such sustained, if harmless deception
-for once I had lied .about having a job,
I had to lie about numerous other things ....
I had become a master faker!'
Arun Joshi has the gift of constructing a
complex and intricate texture of thoughts
and feelings with tl1e simplest two-syllable
words. And, as I said at the beginning, he
also tells a story which stays with you for
a long time.
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Quest had the honour of publishing two
of Arun Joshi's short stories-a third one
appears in this issue-in recent years.
Both these, along with eight others, are
now brought out under the title of The
Survivor. The tone of the writing here is
different from the kind of writing in The
Apprentice. It is crisper, more analytical,
and the author shows an unsual understanding of human psychology-which is, after
all, the key requirement for any writer of
fiction. An elegant sparkle is added to the
stories by many enjoyable social comments.
'Mrs. Lele stood in that wasteland between western emancipation and oriental
indolence which some Indian women
have so majestically come to claim as
their very ovm ... .'
Readers of Quest might remember the
story A Trip for Mrs Lele from which the
above is quoted. Perhaps the most impres-sive, as well as the longest, story is The
Gherao which, again, our readers might remember seeing in our pages-the tale of a
rather shapeless, unpremeditated confrontation between the staff and students of a
college, which is so realistic because of its
very amorphousness and inexplicability.
Arun Joshi perfectly catches the atmosphere
of incomprehension and hostility in which
many of our educational institutions function. An equally sensitive and true-to-life
story is The Servant-a servant's-eye view
of the kind of misdemeanour which is gossiped about at all women's coffee parties.
Both the books discussed here are so
badly printed and produced that their really
fine qualities are almost hidden under a
blanket of misprints, misspellings, mistakes,
poor type, poor paper and poor layout. The
book of short stories, indeed, could hardly
have been worse in appearance. Mr Joshi
could easily have found publishers abroad.
Obviously it was part of his idealism that he
preferred to have Indian publishers. And
his idealism has been very badly rewarded.
LAEEQ FuTEHALLY

QUEST

Women's Lit.
Temporary Answers by Jai Nimbkar (Sangam
Books, 221 pp., Paperback, Rs. 4).
Flirting with Youth by Amrita Pritam (Sterling
Publishers, 144 pp., Paperback, Rs. 3.50).

INEETA, a widow, returns to her
mother's home in Poona. It is clear she
is nursing a grievance against the fates:
happiness has not been hers for the asking.
She meets an old college friend, Kishori,
who invites her to a party. She doesn't like
Kishori (it is difficult to find many people
she likes anyv;ay) but she accepts the invitation. She meets a man who is obviously the
lion of the party-a tall, thin man with a
slight stoop and glasses \vith a wide black
frame'. This is Abhijit Gokhale, an author.
What follows is predictable if you read
women's magazine stories.
Vineeta is a tiresome and unpleasant
person. Her college education makes her
feel self-important: she is not one of those
housewives, for instance, who would bother
about the colour of a plastic tea-strainer. So
when she goes on this chore of buying one
for her mother, she feels even the salesman
must sense her superiority because she
makes a 'quick, no-fuss sale'. It is in such
things that our educated women sustain
their egos and hide from themselves their
essential ineptness both at the traditional
women's jobs and at the other self-chosen
'superior' roles: Vineeta is a doctor who
stopped work after her internship.
Almost everything in this novel is and
could be factually true. Some readers
will say, 'I know women like that, I have
seen things like that happen'. They say this
to defend a novel which has beguiled their
time, which has not demanded too much
from them, which has not brought them
face to face with the truth behind the facts.
They do not question the aim of the work.
Is it merely to catalogue facts? Well, when
facts are catalogued do they take on a
meaning? And the words-what significance
can they have if, when put together they
do not have a resonance that makes reading
the book an unique experience? There are
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many women like Vineeta, but do we learn
from this book that her attitudes are a
tragic illusion? Would her life be an illumination, give us a glimmer of the self-deception we ourselves practise? On the contrary, one is expected to take this heroine
seriously and believe in her view of herself.
The book is suffused with the maudlin, selfpampering that is the hall-mark of our canting middle class.
The writing style resembles a clutch of
pebbles rattled together to make a clatter.
Vineeta's mother who stays up one night
does not look 'sleep-,vrinkled'. About her
sister, Madhuri, she says, 'she looked beautiful, dewy-eyed and vulnerable and made
me feel a hundred vears old'. 'Guilty' is a
word which keeps .cropping up. Kishori's
invitation was prompted by guilt. Vineeta's
reaction: 'I did not want to make it easy
for her to exonerate her guilt.' Vineeta feels
guilty on finding her mother awake. Her
mother's purpose in staying up is to make
Vineeta 'guilty'.
Temporary Answe-rs is a women's novel.
I use this term in its pejorative sense. By
'women's novel' I mean the debased form
which deals with 'womanly' emotions and
are cheap distillations of the more heady
stuff produced by Austen or the Bronte
sisters.
Jai Nimbkar has the potential talent and
she obviously has some drive. ·what she
lacks is clarity and objectivity, without
which self-criticism (as a writer) is impossible. One gets the impression that she
writes as it comes, without too much
attempt at sharpening her thoughts to give
her work a dimension that could make it
more than a romantic tale.
SINCE this book Flirting with Youth is
written by Amrita Pritam, whose poetry
even in translation, has a lyrical beauty, one
feels more surprise than anger at reading
the book. A string of stories or vignettes
strung together they read more like a first,
ve1y rough, draft, for the book is quite formless and often meaningless. Purporting to be
about very young people, rebels, it has here
and there a few bright patches; there are

even one or two images which are compelling.
The translator has clone the author little
service. The language is long drawn out
where it could be short and clear. 'Perhaps
for the reason that they were not certain
whether I would be their daughter in the
next birth', could have been, quite simply,
'Perhaps they were uncertain I would be
their daughter in our next birth'. And why
the constant use of phrases like 'the reaction of my father' instead of the simpler 'my
father's reaction?
It is a pity the book was published at all
in this shape.
TONI PATEL

Tamil Studies
Proceedings of the Second International Conference Seminar of Tamil Studies (International
Association of Tamil Research, Madras)

TAMIL is an intemational language in
the sense in which UNESCO uses the
term, i.e. it is the mother tongue of an appreciable population in many states-for instance, the citizens of Tamil Nadu and elsewhere in India, Ceylon, Singapore, Malaysia, Mauritius, Fiji, British Guiana, South
Africa and other places where there are
schools with Tamil as medium of instruction, at least, at the lower stages, except
where there are none because of want of
teachers. Dr Taninayagam, then Professor
and Head of the Department of Inclology at
the University of Malaysia with the support
of the university, the state and the people of
Malaysia organised the first International
Conference Seminar of .Tamil Studies with
great success. The proceedings had been
printed earlier.
At the invitation of the Madras Government the Second Conference Seminar of
Tamil Studies was held at Madras in Tamil
Nadu in 1968 with great enthusiasm. The
popular involvement was so great that a
separate arena for the common people had
to be organised to celebrate the occasion as
a national festival. The late President of
India, Dr Zakir Husain inaugurated the
Conference. A number of statues, though
not of artistic merit, of Tamil scholars were
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unveiled. A Tiruvalluvar chair was instituted in each one of the three universities of
Tamil Nadu in commemoration of the Seminar.
The first volume of the proceedings in
English is now before us consisting of 498
pages. It is encyclopaedic in its scope.
There were first of all the plenary sessions
in which important survey papers were
read and discussed, at the full sessions, by
Dr Filliozat on Archaeology and Tamil
Studies, by Dr K. K. Pillai on the landmarks
in the history of Tamil land, by Dr H. D.
Sankalia on the beginnings of civilization in
South India, by Dr T. V. Mahalingam on
art and architecture in Tamil Nadu, by Dr
Kail Zuelbel on 'From Proto-South Dravidiian to Tamil and old Malayalam' bv Iravathan Mahadevan on Tamil Brahmi .Inscriptions of the Sangam age, by Dr V. I. Subramaniam on the landmarks in the history of
Tamil literature, by Maheswari Balakrishnan on the problem of official translation, by K. Santhanam on the future of
Tamil and by DrS. M. Katre on the organi-
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zation of the International Institute of Tamil
Research, followed by the late popular
leader of Tamil Nadu, Dr C. N. Annadurai
with his comments on the proposed International Institute of Tamil Studies.
Secondly, there were structured panels on
( 1) Comparative Study in Medicine with
special reference to the Tamil Siddha System, ( 2) language stability and the
formal and informal dichotomy in Tamil,
( 3) musical systems, ( 4) translations from
and into Tamil and coining terms.
Thirdly, there were sectional meetings of
which only the papers on linguistics are
printed here: (a) Comparative Linguistics
and Dialectology, (b) Tamil Grammatical
tradition, (c) Phonology and Grammar, (d )
Translation and Lexicography, (e) External Contacts and Loans, (f) Language
Teaching, (g) Miscellaneous.
The printing and get-up leave nothing to
be desired thanks to A. Subbiah, Convenor;
and the Editor, Dr R. V. Asher of Edinburgh
University is to be congratulated on his
successful work
T. P. MEENAKSHISUNDARAN

Letters

LEGISLATORS# SOCIALIST AND
'SOCIALIST~
Sir,
Apropos of some of your editorial comments in
Quest 92, 1 wish to state certain facts and offer
some comments.
It is a fact that Mr D. V. Purohit of the Socialist
Party was one of the signatories to the non-official
Bill moved in the Maharashtra Legislature in the
Nagpur session. However, consequent to this the
Executive Committee of the Maharashtra Socialist
Party met in Nagpur on 25 and 26 November and
unanimously passed a resolution directing the
party's legislators to oppose the provision in th e
Bill for giving additional travel facilities to the
MLAs and MLCs. It was also decided that even
if the Bill were to be passed, no MLA or MLC of
the Socialist Party should avail himself of the facility for travelling 10,000 kms. outside the State
along with one's spouse and for taking one's spouse
once during the session to the scat of the legislatw·e-either Bombay or Nagpur.
According to this directive, Mrs Mrina! Gore in
the Legislative Assembly, and I in the Legislative
Council opposed these provisions. Allow me to
state that in the Legislative Assembly besides Mrs
Gore, the MLAs of the CPI and CPM opposed the
Bill, whereas the Jana Sangh and PWP MLAs kept
silent. In the Legislative Council, however, when
I opposed this provision in the Bill, I was strongly
supported by Mr Uttamrao Patil (Jana Sangh) and
Mr N. D. Patil (PWP). At one ~tage, we had
succeeded in building up such tension that the
Congressmen were thinking of withdrawing the
Bill and the House was adjourned for half an hour.
Unfortunately, good sense did not prevail and the
Bill was passed.
So far only the legislators of the Socialist Party
have declared that since they have opposed the
provision for additional travel facilities, they will
not take advantage of these facilities. I hope that
other opposition legislators would also take the
same position.
I admit that one of our colleagues had committed a mistake in signing the draft Bill. But you
would grant that we have a right to correct our
mistakes and the Socialist Party did it promptly.

\iVhile I appreciate your pungent comments and
wholeheartedly share your views regarding the
travel facilities, it seems necessary to analyse this
tendency of grabbing. Had standards of austerity
been accepted in our social life, the MLAs would
not have dared to ask for this facility. But when
some of the professors and intellectuals manage
to get invitations from abroad for b·avelling along
with their wives and when business executives and
officers of the nationalized Life Insurance Corporation, nationalized banks and nationalized railways
enjoy this facility, it has become a status symbol
and legislators have fallen in line. All of them
should be condemned alike; legisla tors need not
be singled out. First class travel is a necessity when
one is travelling on duty; no one should travel by
first class at the cost of the public exchequer for
personal work.
Po on a
G. P. Pradhan
Member, Maharashtra Legislative Council
( \i\' e welcome Professor Pradhan's clarification
of his party's stand, but find it difficult to agree
with him when he passes the buck to professors,
intellectuals, business executives, and officers of
government undertakings such as the LIC, the
banks and the railways. The first three groups do
not mulct the public treasury and the service conditions of members of the last group are laid down
by parliament; the legislators we criticized in Quest
92 Bre. on tbe other hand , law-makers themselves.
-Ed.)

JP and Vinoba
Sir,
With reference to the editorial in Quest 93, I
wish to submit a few thoughts (and points) for
consideration of the readers of Quest.
I submit it is 'mythical' to say that Vinoba Bhave
is the spiritual heir of Mahatma Gandhi because
Gandhi was never a spiritual leader. He was a
moralist, a great social refom1er and a saint. In
our tradition, a saint is always given a higher place
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than a 'seer' or a sage ( Rishi) because a word turned to flesh is more significant or important for the
common man than the word itself. Vinoba Bhave
is unique and a phenomenon by himself and more
inclined to be a 'seer' than a saint.
It is again incorrect to go on with the myth that
Jawaharlal Nehru was Gandhi's real political heir.
Gandhi did say something to this effect to
give us a national fo cus in 1947 when people could rally round him, but Gandhi's politics
was essentially that of a king-maker; h e would
never have liked to become a king. He did not
have the will to govern but only the will to power
which is the will to govern oneself. Those who
would be free, need to have the will to power and
not the will to govern. If such men remain outside government it leads to the greatest degree of
freedom and social justice possible. In this sense
Jayaprakash Narayan is the only man who can be
called a political successor of Gandhi because h e
shuns authority like Gandhi even at the risk of
being called irresponsible. The only two other
politicians who had imbibed or practised Gandhian
politics were the late Lal Bahadur Shastri and the
late Dr Rajendra Prasad.
From this flows another thought which is of
course based on the premise that JP can be a kingmaker and the King himself. If Mrs Indira Gandhi
chooses not to have a dialogue with him and
chooses to win 'battles' and lose the war, JP should
consider a national alternative acceptable to the
people. He should consider projecting alternative
personalities or a sort of a shadow cabinet of all
those outside government today and let this be
discussed publicly for a period of time. It is not
necessary that the alternative should become
acceptable to the people either immediately or
even at the next general election. Vl'hat this step
would achieve is public education, especially consideration of the right alternative by tl1e educated
classes. 1975 and the next few years may be the
most critical years for Indian democracy and if
we do not project a credible alternative, there may
be a vacuum which may lead to loss of freedom
and we shall all be known as people who fought
for Independence but did not care to preserve
freedom.
A. A.

DESHPA.."iDE

'Critic' and Critic
Sir,
May I bring out some of the anomalies which
crept into the poem entitled 'Critic' published in
The Indian P.E.N. (November 1973) and reprinted
QUEST

in Quest 92 (November-December 1974) with an
elongation. In tl1e P.E.N. version the poem begins
with tl1e line 'Pedalling his .. .' and in Quest it
starts with 'I see him . . .'. The version which found
place in Quest seems to be an afterthought and is
added up in the later part. I do not have any objection to the thought process and the structural aspect
of the poem. But I object to the publication of the
same poem in two reputed journals which could
have been avoided at least by a distinguished poet
like Parthasarathy who would not at least attempt
to play upon the gullibility of his readers. Granted
th at the poem is stretched out and modified and
even had secured the licence of having to find a
place, I sh·ongly denounce such publication which
would definitely deny a place for the publication
of other poems.
KmSH NA p ACHEGAONKAR

Mr Parthasarathy replies:
I am rather amused at Mr Pachegaonkar's
indignation that 'Critic' should have appeared in
two different versions, first in The Indian P.E.N.
(November 1973) and, a year later, in Quest 92
(November/December 1974).
To begin with, a few bibliographical details.
The lines, 'I see him now .. ./his god had left him?'
first appeared in Opinion ( 30 December 1969)
under the title, 'Danger: Poet at Work'. It was
reprinted in Indian Verse in English I970 (Calcutta, 1970) and in Measm·e: Young Poets of India
3 (Bowling Green, Ohio, Spring 1972). The lines
'Pedalling his bicycle glasses .. ./or burned in the
Java Sea?' first appeared in The Indian P.E .N.
(November 1973) under the title, 'Critic'. All the
lines, from 'I see him now .. .' to '. . . or burned
in the Java Sea' appeared for tl1e first time in Quest
92 (November-December 1974), again under the
title, 'Critic'. At present, these lines have no title.
They are Section 11 of Parl 3 of Rough Passage,
in which twenty years' writing has finally settled.
Ever since I read Les Fleu1' du Mal and later,
Ctintico, I had wanted to write a book of verse,
where all the poems would form part of a single
poem, as it were. By endless revision and elimination-so that more than. one text of the poem exists
- I have, eventually, composed, but perhaps not
completed it. Rough Passage is that book. It should
be mnsidered and read as one poem. Over the
years it has grown witl1 me, and I have rewritten
it again and again, adding to it, enlarging it. Every
poem that I have written in the last twenty years
has been revised, some extensively, others less so.
In some cases, for instance, 'Under Another Sky'
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entire lines have been deleted, in others, for instance, 'Critic', many new lines have been added.
This is one of the ways in which a poem takes
shape, pressed by the exigencies of form . This
should explain why I haven't, all these years, put
the poems together, and published them in a book.
Now, the poems are one poem, and Rough Passage
will be a one-poem book.
To me, therefore, the texts as they appear in
Opinion, The Indian P.E.N. and Quest are three
different versions of the poem. They are not the
same poem.
In another instance, Quest published a sequence
of poems under the title 'Touch' in its issue of
January/February 1973. A revised and considerably extended version will shortly appear in a New
Delhi journal whose editor is fully aware that an
earlier version has appeared in Quest.

Furthennore, it is not unusual for poets to publish two versions of a poem even in their collections. 'In l\Iemory of Jane Fraser' by Geoffrey Hill,
the fin est British poet writing today, first appeared
in For the Unfallen (London, 1959) and a later
version appeared in King Log (London, · 1968) ,
I find Mr Pachegaonkar's insinuations ( 'anomalies' 'gullibility of his readers', 'strongly denounce')
th oroughly obnoxious. It is critics like Mr Pachegaonkar I had in mind in writing the poem. i
F inally, he is incensed that 'Critic' has taken
up the space which, in his opinion, ought to have
gone to other poems. Surely, isn't this best left to
the superior judgement of Quest's Literary Editor?
I can't, of course, promise Mr Pachegaonkar that
'Critic' won't resurface again, the next time, perhaps, in Calcutta with a few extra pounds of weight
round the middle. Good hunting, Mr Pachegaonkar!

The Sporting Don
A great deal of sloppy talk goes on about student unrest in Indian universities.
While all would agree on the need for a sympath etic understanding of the
students' legitimate grievances and for prompt action to remove them, it is
well to remember that higher education in India is highly subsidized from
public funds and that only 10 per cent of the relevant age-group, mostly from
the middle and upper classes, are in higher education. The subsidy mentioned above, of course, comes mostly from the indirect taxes paid by the
remaining 90 per cent of the country's population. ·when university students
therefore resort to violence against person and property in the name of
students' 'rights', it may be useful for educational authorities to distinguish
between legitimate discontent due to their own bungling and lack of imagination, on the one hand, and juvenile clelinquency and blackmail, on the other.
In situations involving the latter, the following letter (first reproduced in
Freedom First in March 1972 ) written b y the Warden of vVadham College,
Oxford on behalf of the College Fellows to a group of students who had
presented a list of 'non-negotiable demands' offers some useful suggestions:
'Dear Gentlemen: We note your threat to take what you call "direct
action" unless your demands are immediately met. \Ve feel that it is only
sporting to let you know that our governing body includes three experts in
chemical warfare, two ex-commandoes skilled with dynamite and torturing
prisoners, four qualifi ed marksmen in b oth small arms and rifles, two exartillerymen, one holder of the Victoria Cross, four karate experts, and a
chaplain. The governing body has authorized me to tell you that we look
forward with confidence to what you call a 'confrontation', and, I may say,
even with anticipation.'
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India introduced the concept. The Sanskrit name for the
figure was SOnya meaning void. India was the first to use
it in the modern form. The earliest inscription dates back
to 800 A.D. But there is evidence in Indian scriptures that
the zero was used centuries before.
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HumPhreys and Glasgow, Davy Powergas have called on us
for c:cmplete engineering, manufacturing and construction
servtces In and outside India.
Who are we? A major industrial complex strategically
located to sarve the developing world. The success of our
service lies in the individual talents of over 10,000 people
in ,our network of offices all over India .
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