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IOL technology takes
·us on to tomorrow.
Many years ago IOL pioneered the
manufacture of oxygen and other gases in
fndia. The technology associated with their
use has ushered in a revolution for many
industries.
As world technology developed IOL kept
pace. Advanced welding techniques such as
submerged arc welding, TIG and MIG welding and the necessary equipment. So ph isti·
cated cutting machines such as the solid
state control gas cutting machine. Electrodes
for welding thick armour plates and stainless steel, tubular hard facing electrodes
for pro.longing the life of machinery. Complete
pipeline systems for the distribution of gases.
And then entire gas plants and cryogenic
equipment. All these and many more IOL has
introduced into the country. And on the way
are others. Fully automatic welding mach·
ines, more versatile cutting machines. Gases
of extra high purity, Additions to the range
of electrodes.
In fields as diverse as steel-making and
food preservation, metal joining and terti·
lisers, electronics and anaesthesia, space
rocketry and pollution controi-IOL is working today to develop the technologies the
country will need tomorrow.
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Editorial
A CHARTER OF ACADEMIC SLAVERY

In Quest 94 we commented editmially on the university teachers' agitation
in Maharashtra for compelling the State government to accept the new payscales recommended by the Universi ty Grants Commission. In the course of
our comment we pointed out the possibility, inherent in an exclusively tradeunion approach, of the teachers' being saddled with conditions which can
only work to the detriment of university autonomy and academic freedom.
The birds have now come home to roost.
The draft statutes adopted at the meeting of the Joint Board of ViceChancellors of the six statutory universities in Maharashtra spell out the
restrictions under which teachers and institutions will soon have to function.
For instance, all posts of teachers, not only in university departments but also
in the 600-odd affiliated colleges, must now be filled 'on the basis of all-India
advertisement' and the qualifications required of the candidates 'should not
be linked with language or other regional consideration' (emphasis ours
throughout) . In other words, the management of even a small college in the
mofussil, where instruction has of necessity to be imparted in the r egional
language, will be required to advertise every vacancy in its faculty in at least
half a d ozen national newspapers. Nor does the matter end here. The selection committee which will interview the applicants and make recommendations to the m anagement will have on it a nominee each of the Vice-Chancellor
and the Director of Higher Education, and an additional expert nominated by
the Vice-Chancellor. It is easy to imagine the paper work and delays that such
a provision will lead to in fill ing vacancies in hundreds of affiliated colleges.
The proposal about the work-load of teachers is equally unimaginative
though it too can claim its genesis in the cerebrations of the Sen Committee,
the UGC and the Union ministry of education. The draft statutes lay down
(S.43.l [d] and Appendix F) that 'the work-load prescribed for teachers in
a university j college will not be less than forty clock hours a week'. 'Of these
forty hours, a minimum of twenty clock hours will have ... to be devoted to
curricular activities', more than twenty of which are enumerated and which
include such interesting items as 'creative writing/ translation ' and 'consultation with faculty members and others' . Another ten hours are to be devoted
to 'other activities' such as, for example, library reading, preparation for
teaching work and 'educational visits and trips with students' (17 items in
all). The remaining ten hours 'may be devoted to work at home'. Only a
bureaucratic head could have thought of laying down in such minute detail
how a university teacher shall employ his time in order to be worthy of his
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wage. It is a pity that the draft statutes do not also prescribe a procedure for
checking whether a teacher does really devote these remaining ten hours to
'work at home', or waste them on his family and friends.
By another provision (S.43.l [i]) of the draft statutes, university teachers
will be required to do, without any remuneration, examination work of aU
kinds, not only for their own university but also for all the other universities
in the State. This is patently unfair to the teachers and goes beyond the recommendation, ill advised as it was, of the UGC and the Union ministry of
education. It also overlooks the crucial assumption underlying honorary
examination work: it is only when the teacher is examining his own students
-that is, student whom he has taught-that one may reasonably expect the
assessment to be satisfactory. In all other cases the examinee is a stranger to
the examiner even when both belong to the 'same' university.
The UGC's recommendation, according to which teachers would have
been required to do examination work of their own university free of charge,
was bad enough; by extending its scope to the examinations held by all the
universities in the State, the Vice-Chancellors have betrayed deplorable
ignorance of the psychology of work and endangered even the limited reliability that university examinations would otherwise have. By implication,
they have also abolished the distinction between university teachers and
government employees.
But the most objectionable feature of the draft statutes is the code of
conduct (S.43.2) which teachers are expected to observe. Besides a large
number of offensive platitudes, which can only be explained in terms of a
naive faith in the magic power of formal rules, it contains the following
clause (S.43.2 [c]) :
A teacher will have freedom of academic thought and expression provided
that he will not use the facilities or the forum of the university j college
such as classroom, library or laboratory, seminar and symposia to propagate his own ideas or beliefs for or against a particular theory or schools
of thought or alignment of political parties.
This is a crude attempt at regimentation in a field where freedom of thought
and expression is a precondition for honest work. Read together with S.l7.6
the proposed code of conduct can only be described as a charter of academic
slavery. For S.l7 .6 provides for the periodic assessment of the teacher's continued progress, which if properly conceived would have been a welcome
innovation. But contrary to what a fair assessment would require, the draft
statutes do not leave this important task to outside experts; it would solely
be the prerogative of the principal (or the head of the university department
as the case may be). Moreover, while 'the adverse remarks. ·.. shall be brought
to the notice of the person concerned, ... no communication or representation on this matter shall be entertained'. University teachers will thus not
only lose academic freedom, they would also be denied a sense of security,
particularly in the mofussil where college managements are generally indistinguishable from political entrepreneurs of one hue or another.
It is inconceivable that such a draft should have been prepared by ViceChancellors. Three of them are former teachers and they at least should have
QUEST
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shown a better understanding of the kind of atmosphere and institutional
arrangements necessary for the growth of an academic ethos in a largely
authoritarian culture. True, the teachers themselves have not exhibited a
high sense of professional ethic in recent years; they have almost exclusively
been obsessed with securing higher pay-scales and paid scant attention to the
task of building up an academic community, whose existence would have
been a guarantee of academic freedom and a deterrent against executive interference with university autonomy. But this is no excuse for the bureaucratization of higher education; on the contrary, it invests the Vice-Chancellors'
role with added importance. They are expected to provide the kind of academic and administrative leadership that would infuse the university system
with a new elan, and at the same time act as defenders of the academic faith
against government encroachment in the fi eld of higher education. It is sad
to note that they have, instead, chosen, even if unwittingly, to act as agents of
the government.
A. B. S.

UNIVERSITIES AND NATION-BUILDING- UGANDA STYLE
UGANDA-President Idi Amin of Uganda wamed students at the Makerere
University in Kampala not to spread 'rumours' against his regime or criticise
the way he ruled the country. Speaking in his capacity as the Chancellor of
the University, he told the students that their role was to 'study hard and
thereafter, join in building a peaceful, united Uganda'. The occasion for expressing his views was a graduation ceremony at the University on October 8
which coincided with the country's 13th independence anniversary. The
President had, obviously, taken this opportunity to tell the students in no
uncertain words that he possessed ways and means to silence his opponents.
He praised what he called his 'economic war' for the progress of the nation
and his directives to non-Ugandans to leave the country. Uganda has, consequently, become short of skilled manpower and the President informed the
graduating students that most of them would be posted to teach in schools all
over the country to help overcome the shortage. It is not yet known how the
students reacted to the Presidential orders. Further, in a bid to boost their ego,
he made mention of the Ugandans who had left the country since he came
into power. He said that if and when they realised the futility of their act and
decided to retum to the homeland, they would be told that it was too late
since their place had already been taken by the youth 'who are prepared to die
for their country'.
-IIEE Bulletin, September-October 1975

A90-second
look atTVS

Comprehensive $ervice
:.

/

..·

. ,

I

And build the body.

TVS stock spares in
an extensive network of
offices and outlets.
5AMTVS/10l6

QUEST

You can trust TVS
T. V. Sundram Iyengar & Sons Ltd.,
Mad ural

A.B. Shah

LANGUAGE
THE INSIDER AND THE OUTSIDER*

AMONG the many elements which make
up the mosaic of Indian nationhood,
language and religion are perhaps the most
important. Both play a similar role, uniting
people belonging to a certain group (defined in terms of language or religion as
the case may be) and, at the same time,
dividing them from other similarly defined
groups. Just as Hindus feel different from
Muslims or Christians and closer to one
another in relation to non-Hindus, Bengalis
feel different from those who speak
Assamese or Hindi and closer to one anoher
in relation to them. What is true of Bengalis is also true of others-Assamese, Maharashtrians, Tamils, Kannadas and Telugus,
to mention only a few.
This twofold role of language as a factor
which divides as well as unites contributes
to the unique character of the Indian nation.
There are countries such as Canada and
Switzerland in which more than one language have the status of national language.
In Switzerland, there are four languages,
each of which is spoken by a sizeable
number of persons and is recognized as a
national language of Switzerland. However,
the Swiss have managed to live together
0 This article was originally prepared as a research paper for the Films Division and has been
published here with the kind permission of the
Director, Films Division, Government of India;
it is also included in Say not the Struggle not
Availeth, a felicitations volume to be shortly published in honour of Mr A. D. Gorwala, foundereditor of that remarkable weekly, Opinion.

with all the four languages without experiencing any tensions or conflicts in their
national life. If they are worried about anything in this field, it is not the fear that one
of these four languages will push any of the
other three into the background but that
English may supersede all of them in the
course of time.
Not so in Canada. Historically, Canada
was formed by the coming together of its
English- and French-speaking parts, and
both English and French are recognized as
its national languages. However, the language difference in Canada is aggravated
by the fact that the English-speaking part
is mostly Protestant and the French-speaking, mostly Catholic. Even then, the Canadians have by and large been able to pull
together satisfactorily except occasionally
when outside instigation has led to tension.
India is in a situation similar to Canada's
but on an incomparably larger scale. We
have not only 15 major languages recognized
as the national languages of India and listed
as such in the Eighth Schedule of the Constitution but more than 1,600 other languages and dialects which are spoken by
one group or another. Fortunately, unlike
Canada, language differences in India are
not mixed up with religious differences
except to a certain extent in the case of
Urdu. As we shall see later, even this mixingup is confined to the North and does not
extend to the East or South.
What characterizes the language scene
in India is the regional factor with all that
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it implies in terms of good-neighbourly relations between constituent States of the
Union. However, given goodwill and the
determination to build up a strong and
united nation, it should not be beyond
statesmanship to devise a solution which,
while preserving and indeed fostering the
rich variety of language and culture, lends
strength to the sentiment of common
nationality and promotes co-operative endeavour on the basis of such a sentiment.
Such a solution presupposes adequate
knowledge of the facts of the situation and
a willingness to take a larger view of the
problem than one is likely to do under the
influence of narrow linguistic chauvinism.

LET us consider the facts of the language
scene in India. According to the 1971
census there were nearly 1,650 mother
tongues spoken by the people of India. Of
these, 14 languages (including 380 mother
tongues grouped under them) were spoken
by 479 million persons. In other words, in
spite of a fantastic variety of language and
dialect, 87.50 per cent of the people of
India were covered by these 14 languages.
Together with Sanskrit, they are the 15
'national languages' of India. These languages are listed below together with the
number of persons speaking them and their
percentage to the total population (Table 1).
Besides the 'national' languages listed
above, there is another group of 17 languages, under which are also grouped 241
mother tongues, which together account for
an additional 10 per cent of the population.
Each of these 17 languages is spoken by
more than half a million people.
A third group of 19 languages, including
69 mother tongues grouped under them,
accounts for less than five million people,
each language being spoken by between
100,000 and 500,000 persons. The remaining
776 languages, of which 103 are of nonIndian origin, complete the list.
Differences of language are also ~ccom
panied by those of script. Europe, which
has a number of languages-English, French,
German, Italian, Spanish, Portuguese, to
mention only those which are regularly
QUEST
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Table 1
Major Languages of India
Number

Assamese
Bengali
Gujarati
Hindi
Kannada
Kashmiri
Malayalam
Marathi
Oriya
Punjabi
Sanskrit
Sindhi
Tamil
Telugu
Urdu

8,958,977
44,792,722
25,875,252
162,577,612
21,707,918

Percentage
to total
population

1.63

21,938,231
42,251,207
19,855,450
16,449,573
2,212
1,676,728
37,690,020
44,752,926
28,607,874

8.17
4.72
29.67
3.96
0.44
4.00
7.71
3.62
3.00
N
0.31
6.88
8.17
5.22

479,475,062

87.50

2,438,360

in 1961, 87.2 ·
Source: Census of India 1971
studied in India-is in a happier position in
this respect. All these languages use the
roman script so that speakers of one language find it comparatively easy to study
another with a view to understanding the
literature and culture represented by it. In
India, on the other hand, there are nine
scripts in use among the speakers of the
national languages mentioned above. Thus,
the Devanagari script is used for Sanskrit,
Hindi and Marathi (also for Konkani and
Nepali, the latter with minor calligraphic
differences). Assamese and Bengali have
their own, practically identical, scripts. The
Gujarati script is known as the Mahajan
script, while the one used for Punjabi is the
Gurumukhi script. Oriya, Tamil, Kannada
and Malayalam have each a different script
of its own. Telugu is written in practically
the same script as Kannada but with a quite
different calligraphic style. Urdu, Kashmiri
and Sindhi use scripts which belong to the
Arabic family and are written from right
to left. The roman script is used for En'g-

Language
lish,' which is the official language of Nagaland.
It is this plethora of scripts as much as
the sb:ucture and vocabulary which makes
intercommunication between different language groups in India more difficult than
in Western Europe. One of the important
steps that should be considered in this connection is the adoption of a common script
for all the major languages of India. Devenagari would appear to be the most suitable
for this role, but unfortunately Indians tend
to attach as much importance to the script
as to the language with which it happens
to be associated. The fact that Devanagari
is the script in which Hindi is written
arouses emotional resistance to any proposal for its adoption as the common script
of India. The choice would therefore seem
to lie in the adoption of the roman script
but this would be not only unfair to those
whose mother tongue is Hindi ( 30 per cent)
or Marathi (7.7 per cent) but also unscientific from the phonetic point of view.
If the international phonetic script were to
be adopted , it would still be undul·,t cumbrous except for those who wish to become
professional linguists.
It is not only the speakers of the four
South Indian languages but also those of
Bengali and Urdu who are opposed to the
adption of the Devanagari script. They fear
that this would be the thin end of the wedge
with a view to pushing Hindi in the position of the sole national language of India
and reducing the other national languages
to an inferior status. However, as the growth
and vigour of Marathi would show, the
adoption of Devanagari need not lead to
any development of this kind. While th e
Marathi-speaking people use the Devanagad script and therefore find it easier to
study Hindi, there is no evidence to suggest that this has adversely affected the
position of their own language. Similarly,
if the Devanagari script were adopted for
other languages also, there is no reason to
believe that they would suffer in 'competition' with Hindi.
Perhaps the best solution in such a situation would be to adopt Devanagari as an
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additional script besides the traditional ones
associated with the other languages. In the
course of time, experience would convince
the speakers of non-Hindi languages that
the Devanagari script does not give any
undue advantage to Hindi. When they
realize this, the opposition to the adoption
of Devanagari as the sole script for their
language would begin to disappear.
Difference in language need not by itself
lead to tension between different groups.
There are a large number of Marathi-speaking people, for example, who have lived in
Gujarat for decades without experiencing
any difficulty in dealing with their Gujarati
fellowmen. Similarly, Gujaratis and Rajasthanis have settled down in all parts of the
country without coming in conflict with the
local people. It is only when the presence
of 'outsiders' speaking a different language
is seen as leading to injustice to the 'sons
of the soil' that trouble arises. For instance,
Bengalis are looked upon with feelings of
suspicion and hostility in Assam and Bihar.
South Indians, mainly those from Tamil
Nadu and Kerala, are considered 'outsiders'
in Bombay. In both cases, the distinguishing elements of the situation are similar.
The Bengalis moved out of their own region
in search of while-collar jobs such as administrators, teachers, lawyers and doctors,
for which the local people were not at first
adequately qualified. The South Indians
migrated to Bombay under a similar impulse
and by dint of hard work and group solidarity carved out an important place for themselves in the economic and administrative
life of the city. Later, with the spread of
education, a local middle class developed
in these regions. Its members felt that what
was 'really' due to them was already preempted and monopolised by people who
had come from outside but had deliberately
refused to identify themselves with the
hopes and aspirations of the people among
whom they had, for the time being at least,
chosen to live. The situation was similar to
what the Asians of Indian origin had to face
in countries of East Africa when the latter
won their independence after World War II.
The conflict between 'outsiders' and 'sons
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of the soil' is essentially an expression of
the acute competition for jobs in a situation
of underemployment. If the Indian economy
had reached a stage of development at
which everyone who wanted to work could
find employment in keeping with his qualifications and competence, such migration
from one part of the country to another
would have proved the most important
cementing factor in the building up of a
composite nation. Again, if the Indian people had not developed a consciousness of
their rights under a welfare state, internal
migration would not have led to serious
tensions of the kind one witnesses in certain
parts of the country. However, we are in a
state of transition from a traditional society
in which the ordinary citizen counts for
little to a modern one in which he feels that
he has a claim on the resources of the state.
But, in an underdeveloped economy, the
resources are inadequate to go round
equitably to all. In such a situation, the idea
that those who are born in a region have a
prior claim on its limited resources easily
appeals to all. Even those who protest
against the local people-the Bengalis in
Assam or the South Indians in Bombaypay homage to this principle when jobs in
their own region are concerned. For instance, more than a decade ago the Government of West Bengal was reported to have
asked industrialists in Calcutta to see to it
that 80 per cent of the jobs in their concerns
went to the local people. A similar decision
has been taken by the Government of Tamil
Nadu.
migration of people from one
I NTERNAL
region to another is not a new phenomenon in India. For centuries, men have
been migrating to places in search of better
prospects of making good in life than they
had in the region of their birth. The emigration of Indians to countries of Africa and
Southeast Asia is a well-known phenomenon. Even within the country itself,
learned men and traders have been migrating for decades, in some cases even centuries past. The ubiquitous presence of the
Marwari businessman all over the country
qUEST
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is so much taken for granted that it hardly

attracts any notice. Similarly, Gujaratis have
settled down in almost all the States of
India, and Brahmins from Maharashtra have
traditionally occupied a place of honour in
the holy city of Banaras as guardians of
Vedic learning.
None of these migrations is known to have
aroused a hostile reaction from the people
of the host region. It is only the kind of
migration which began with the consolidation of British rule and the emergence of a
modern, unified administration over the
entire country that has lead to envy, bitterness and sometimes violent conflict. The
reason, as mentioned above, is to be found
in the combination of limited employment
opportunities and a growing awareness of
their rights on the part of the local people,
not to speak of the comparatively large
numbers involved in this kind of migration.
However, it would be wrong to imagine
that the extent of internal migration in India
is large in comparison with world standards.
Thus in the United States of America, for
more than a century now 25 per cent of the
population lives in States other than that
of birth. The corresponding figure for India
was 3.38 per cent according to the Census
of 1961 (figures for 1971 are not yet available) . In other words, as of 1961, nearly 97
per cent of the population was registered
in the state of birth.
Compared to inter-State migration, mobility within the State of birth is relatively
high. The figure for 1961 was 30 per cent.
However, two qualifying facts should be
kept in mind while drawing conclusions
from these figures. A majority of these
migrants had moved from their place of
birth to other places within the same district, and the rest to other districts within
the State. Secondly, a majority of them were
women who had to move out from their
native place on account of marriage.
The extreme immobility of the population coupled with the fact that an overwhelming majority of the emigrants migrate
onlv to neighbouring districts or States
implies that internal migration does not
contribute to the interaction of regional
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cultures and the evolution of a common allIndia culture. This is an important difference
between India and developed countries in
respect of internal migration.
Internal migration, limited as it is, exhibits some interesting features which go a
long way to explain why it has lead to tensions in certain States and not in others.
Table 2 below gives a quantitative idea of
the number of migrants from and to 15
States in terms of their population in 1961:

sends out the hugest percf''
cent) of its population 1
followed by Punjab ( 4.5 ·
( 4.34 per cent) and Ker-;•
On the other hand, if t
immigrants is split up ;
of origin, it is found t':Bihar together acco
,,
cent of them.
In view of the · i
one would have .

Table 2
Net Inte1'-State Migration 1961

States

1

.Andhra Pradesh
Assam
Bihar
Gujarat
Jammu & Kashmir
Kamatak
Kerala
Madhya Pradesh
Maharashtn
Orissa
Punjab
Rajasthan
Tamil Nadu
Uttar Pradesh
West Bengal

Emigrants
as a
percentage
of
population
of the State

Immigrants
as a
percentage
of
population
of the State

Percentag, i·
of net
migration
in State I

3

4

2
2.38
0.75
4.34
3.49
1.79
3.33
3.56
2.50
2.14
2.66
4.51
5.13
2.97
2.90
1.66

1.61
3.94
1.82
2.48
0.82
4.35
1.35
4.54
6.14
1.88
2.93
3.14
1.59
1.40
6.34

-0.77
+3.19
-2.52
-1.01
-0.97
+ 1.02
-2.21
+2.03
+ 4.00
-0.78
-1.58
-1.99
-1.38
-1.50
+4.67

t
6.;:3.6i.
7.08
8.00
7.73
16.55
4.50

Source: Government of India, Census of India 1961, Vol. I, Part II-C (iii), Migration Table.

It will be noticed that immigrants constitute the largest proportions of the populations ( 6.34 and 6.14 per cent respectively)
of West Bengal and Maharashtra. Next
come Madhya Pradesh, Kamatak and
Assam, where immigrants account for 4.54,
4.35 and 3.94 per cent of their respective
populations. On the other hand, Rajasthan

the local people to be directed against
immigrants from UP and Bihar rather than
from West Bengal-which contributes only
4.50 per cent to the total-and Tamil Nadu
or Kerala, which contribute 7.73 and 4.65
per cent respectively. However, Table 3,
which gives the percentage of the total
immigrants in a State according to the State
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community life is to be found . If there still
is a steady rush to the cities the reason is
that there they can at least hope to earn a
living, no matter how miserable, whereas in
the village nothing but starvation and hopeless demoralization would be their lot.
Apart from programmes of balanced economic development in the countryside, it is
also necessary that those who have already
emigrated should change their attitude to
the State of adoption. Unless they develop
a sense of stake in the progress and welfare
of the people among whom they live, learn
their language and participate in their joys
and sorrows, the gulf which separates the
'guests' from their 11osts' cannot be bridged. It is true that the Constitution of India
explicitly confers on the citizen the right
to 'reside and settle in any part' of the
country (Art. 19( e) ) and to practise any
trade or profession (Art. 19( g)); it is also
true that the Constitution recognises the
right of linguistic minorities to 'establish
and administer educational institutions of
their choice' (Art. 30( 1) ) and to educate
their children in their own mother tongue.
However, these rights are to be exercised
with a certain sense of proportion if they
are not to generate insoluable conflicts and
undermine the very basis of civilized national life. One can understand that temporary migrants such as persons employed by
the Central Government or other all-India
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organizations may not find it possible to
learn a new regional language every few
years on being transferred from one State
to another. However, there is no justification
why, for instance, Bengalis who have settled
in Assam, Orissa or Bihar, or South Indians
who have been in Bombay for two or three
generations should not learn and adopt the
local language for all purposes outside the
home. In effect this would mean the adoption of the three-language formula recommended by a number of educational commissions and the National Integration Committee. So far this formula has been observed only superficially, witl1 the result that
even after decades of living together as
neighbours in the same ward of a city like
Bombay most of the immigrants give one
the impression of obstinately living in a
world of their O'\vn.
Besides the Government, business houses
and educational institutions can play an important role in promoting the right kind of
attitude on the part of the local people as
well as the immigrants. If they have not so
far made any serious effort in this direction,
that is only because we as a nation are not
in the habit of recognizing the existence of a
problem till it leads to an explosion. However, as in the case of the individual's
health, so also in the case of the nation's:
prevention is better than cure.

Rajni Kothari

CRISIS OF THE REPRESENTATIONAL
SYSTEM IN OUR TIMES*

THE title of this article has been deliber-

which gave rise to a national movement in
which links were forged with out traditions-which really meant that links were
forged with people-in which Gandhi employed a number of symbols from traditional
India, reinterpreting them to give a new
shape to society and thereby forging new
links with the people.
Secondly, Gandhi established a programme which was called the 'constructive programme', which also meant that the political and middle class elements in the
society were asked to take on work which
brought them close to the people.
Above all, Gandhi established an organizational network which was nationwide
and which operated at so many levels, in
the process transforming the nature of the
Indian National Congress and its relevance
for India's struggle for regeneration. In a
matter of few years (in the early 'twenties),
there came into being the High Command,
the District Congress Committees, the Pradesh Congress Committees, and a whole
structure of linkages which provided the
core of what was later to be the Indian
nation. It is this structure that continued
even after Independence. The main point is
that in terms of forging new attitudes and
links with the people, which was quite different from the earlier liberal phase of the
movement, in terms of building a whole
structure of programmes in which hundreds
of thousands of people were involved and
" Based on a talk given at the India International were always readily available whenever a
Centre, New Delhi on 22 April 1975.
new non-cooperation movement had to be
ately kept general because it seems to
me that representational systems everywhere are going through a crisis, and not
just in India. I shall first discuss the issue
in the Indian context and later move to the
more general situation arising out of certain common features and certain global
trends.
In India we have to take a synoptic view
of what has happened in the country
after Independence and to some extent
starting before Independence. We have had
two parallel developments in the political
sphere. We have developed on the one
hand our own response to our situation. It
is a typically Indian response, mobilizing
our people in our own way, developing
institutions in our own way. But we have
at the same time grafted on this political
process an imported institutional framework, a framework of representational
democracy, of what I shall in the sequel
~escribe as the Westminster model of government and politics, this being the model
which operates in England and which we
have broadly tried to copy. I shall deal with
these two parallel developments one after
the other.
Even long before Independence, and certainly after Gandhi came on the scene, there
took place a series of developments which
gave us a system that ,suited our needs,
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started, and in tenns of evolving a sbucture
of organization that was built at many
levels and which penetrated down to the
people, this was a unique kind of achievement. If one keeps in mind the fact that this
was a society which was highly dispersed
and highly atomised, it was indeed a remarkable achievement.
After Independence too this complex of
symbols, programmes and organizational
network continued for quite some time and
took on new forms in keeping with the needs
of society.
There developed in India a unique party
system. It has been characterized as a
system of one-party dominance which is
distinct from both a one-party system as in
authoritarian polities and a two-party or
alternating party system as in the Western
democracies. The system that was evolved
here encampassed a vast and dispersed
social variety, tried to dig into numerous
centres and established links with the grassroots of society. Internally, there developed
a factional mechanism within the party. Between parties, that is to say, between the
Congress and opposition parties, or between
factions within Congress and the opposition
parties, there developed a complex communication network which brought the
Congress, which was the only national party
we had, in touch with a whole series of
groups and interests. There developed a
framework of feedback; messages came
back as to what was happening in the
various centres. There also developed several channels within localities in which conflicts were mediated by Congressmen, so
that they were contained at local levels and
prevented from moving upwards, with the
result that the national and state level
politics, especially the national level politics,
could operate in a framework of social purposiveness and of mounting certain initiatives.
On the whole, there developed a dual
system, of strong central authority and a
highly dispersed framework of participation. In this, the role of elections was central. It is the electoral process, based on
adult franchise, which gave dynamism to
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this system of parties and this particular
context of relationship between parties.
There were also a whole series of organizational elections, especially elections within
the Congress party which were quite central in deciding the power structure and
changes in it from time to time. In all these
respects a whole series of groups developed
throughout the country which established
links between each other and with the people. Over a period of time, this gave us a
political model that at once reflected
our highly varied and fragmented social
scene and gave new shape and direction to
it. This was not a mean achievement and
it was something which was very Indian,
because it more or less reflected the vast
mosaic that India was and at the same time
tried to give shape to it.
There was also a programmatic content
to this model. A number of initiatives were
taken during the Nehru period-in respect
of scheduled castes and tribes, the abolition
of zamindari, labour legislation, removal of
legal disparities and inequities in Hindu
society, reorganization of the federal structure and initiation of a process of community development and planned change. A
number of areas of tension and conflict were
anticipated and initiatives taken to contain
them. This provided a programmatic thrust
throughout the '££ties which gave a new
direction and self-con£dence to the elite.
Responding to this kind of system, in
which the Congress party dominated and in
which at the same time a number of other
parties were given importance as a result of
the competitive ethos, a series of social
changes also took place. Caste and politics
began to come together. The caste system
itself underwent considerable change as a
result of the impact of the political process.
Interactions behveen majorities and minorities in various areas took place and the
minorities came to acquire a certain signi£cance. And through all this there took
place a continuous interaction between the
government and the people, mediated by
the organization that the ruling party inherited from the nationalist movement.
Responding further to such a system, and
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as the system began to develop certain rigid
characteristics, Nehru and the leadership
under Nehru took another major push. This
was the establishment of new forms of local
self-government. Panchayati Raj was a
major initiative, which was also characteristically described as 'democratic decentralization'. This was an initiative taken
from the top, not as a response to demands
from the people. It was initiated from the
top with the understanding that this was a
vast society and that it could not be integrated by just pushing in a monolithic way
a model from above, that there was need
to integrate this diversity through a number
of channels of participation and of participation at the base of society.
In short, from 1947 to almost 1967 (or
at least till 1965), for almost two decades,
one witnessed a rapid thrust in the political
sense, in developing a whole network of
politics through elections by responding to
our own social system, by assessing our own
situation and devising our own solutions.
It was accompanied, let us not forget, by a
major thrust in the economic sphere also. It
is often forgotten that the long period of our
political performance was also the period of
our economic performance. Nowadays we
are often told that the root of the trouble behind economic decay is 'politics', or we are
told that the reason behind what is wrong
with politics is the economic model. It
should not be forgotten that the period from
1947 to 1965 is precisely the period when
a certain minimum rate of growth was maintained, a degree of distribution was taking
place. This was also the period when a certain minimum thrust in politics based on
our own way of developing our politics was
taking place.
There developed during this period what
has been called the 'N ehruvian consensus'
around certain values, certain modalities of
operating politics, certain norms and conventions that many people began to share.
While certainly building upon the enonnous
consensus framework left behind by Gandhi,
Nehru gave new shape to the consensus.
There were three main elements of this consensus. There was, first, the federal element,
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a consensus on how the relationship between
the Centre and the States was to be conceived and operated. There was, second, the
party system element which I have just discussed. And there was the local self-government element which I have also just discussed. On the whole, there was enormous agreement on this consensus between the opposition parties and the Congress party, within
the Congress party where there were a
large number of factions, and at various
levels, and in various sectors of development.
Something new, then, was happening
here. For the first time in history, a democratic system on such a vast scale in spite
of enormous poverty was being nurtured
and given a new shape. India's was in some
ways a unique experiment in state- and
nation-building. The basic thrust of this experiment was to create a unified system that
was sensitive to the social reality of a highly dispersed and decentralized society. This
has been our thrust, of building unity on the
basis of diversity, not of grafting some
unity in the form of a monolith, something that is imposed from above or from
abroad, but rather something that emerged
out of this population and land mass with a
highly voluntaristic ethos. This was the
uniqueness of the whole experiment.

TillS is one side of the story, in which

political initiative and ingenuity were
used for developing a massive structure and
a style of politics that was responding to the
needs of our society, to the social structure
that we had, and to traditions and nuances
that were quite crucial to our understanding of political tasks. But while this was
going on, at the regional level and at the
grass-roots level, and in terms of Nehru's
own thinking-and more or less in continuation of the processes started during the
national movement-something else had
also been taking place which in the course
of time produced pressures of a quite different kind. The system of democracy through
one-party dominance and electoral politics
that had developed was in fact being made
to work for a system of government which
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had quite a different orientation. This is the
system which I earlier described as the
Westminster model of government, borrowed almost in its entirely from the British
practice and grafted on a social and political
process whose main trend, as I argued
earlier, was populist and democratic in a
dispersed and decentralized manner. The
logic of the Westminster model of government was unitarian rather than federal, centralized rather than decentralized, bureaucratic rather than political.
The key institutions of the Westminster
model, which incidentally is the model that
our Constitution gave to us, are (a) a parliamentary system based on periodic elections,
(b) a ministerial system based on a majority in parliament and State legislatures
and, above all, (c) an administrative system
that was largely autonomous of not only the
larger party organisation that has operated
in the country and that had been developing at lower levels, but also autonomous of
the parliamentary and the federal systems
of government. For the kernel of the Westminster model, which has now been gaining more and more importance at the expense of the party and the local self-government components, is a system of ministries
and departments with a permanent executive, namely, the administrative bureaucracy, on which the temporary executive
made up of elected and nominated ministers
is highly dependent. The ministers are continuously dependent on the civil servants
to carry on the job of government; they
have not themselves ever acquired the capacity to do so. It is a system with built-in
centralization. For in it the central departments and secretariats and commissionsthe Planning Commission and so forth-are
conceived to be superior to the State level
departments and secretariats, which in tum
are conceived to be superior to local level
units of government.
We should not forget that the Westminister model was originally developed in
a society which had a unitary system of
government. This unitary feature was
borrowed by us although we gave to ourselves a federal constitution. Despite our
QUEST
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adherence to the principles of federalism
and local autonomy, we gave rise to this
system in which ministries and departments
at the centre became the main kernel. It is
principally a hierarchical model in the
fashion of a pyramidal structure of authority and rules and directives. This has in
practice greatly modi£ed the federal constitution that we gave to ourselves, on the one
hand, and also modified the dispersed party
system and the system of local power that I
was discussing earlier, on the other.
The federal aspect and the dispersed
local self-government aspect have been
greatly modi£ed as the Westminster model
has come more and more into its own. It is
not just that the Prime Minister and key
Central ministers occupy positions of apex
authority and power. In the names of these
individuals, and of others close to them, a
whole Central Secretariat has become highly powerful and has pre-empted executive
power from the elected bodies. This executive power has been at the cost of the power
of parliament, which has turned out to be
a mere talking shop and has been unable
to evolve mechanisms of controlling the
executive. It has developed at the cost of the
federal structure which too has, apart from
some personal equations between Chief
Ministers and the Prime Minister, not developed an institutionalised mechanism of
controlling either the power of the Central
executive and bureaucracy or the power of
the bureaucracy at the State level. And,
above all, it has been at the cost of the party
organisation which was developed as a
means of contact between the government
and the people and which has been losing
this role for quite some time now as a result
of the power of the administration and its
key role in the political process which we
discussed earlier.
What has come into being of late, at least
in the last decade, is an administrative state
with considerable power in the hands of the
administration, with ministers dependent
on civil servants, and parliament and the
State legislatures impotent to curb executive
power, and with the emergence of a few
key individual politicians enjoying their
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power precisely by investing faith and confidence in the administrative apparatus and
by underrating the importance of the party
organization. Incidentally, this is not peculiar to the Congress party. The opposition
parties also, whenever they have come to
power in the States, have been found to be
equally dependent on the bureaucracy and
have given much less importance to the
party organization.
Tlris process has gained ground more in
the last decade and especially during the
last five years but it was inherent in the
model of government that we had adopted
at the outset, which however was kept in
check under Nehru because of the operation of the powerful model of politics
through the Congress party which he hlghly
valued despite his own personal power,
charisma and centrality. Nehru attached
great importance to the Congress organization despite his own dominance over it, and
to a whole network of linkages at the State
and local levels which he allowed to flourish.
But as said earlier, it was inherent in the
Westminster model that this situation would
sooner or later begin to give way to one in
which the administration would donrinate
the national scene, in whlch party organizations and the dispersed structure of local
power begin to give way to a system of
bureaucratic centralization that the Vlestminster model had inherent in it.
growth in executive power and the
THEadministrative
arm of the executive
power, and the increasing centralization as
a result thereof, has also meant some serious
modifications of the repres entational system
that we adopted following the Anglo-Saxon
model. For in thls system not only parliamentary bodies lose in importance; even the
electoral system on which the whole Indian
model rivets is being subjected to manipulation from above with very little continuous field work in the localities. Elections have without doubt generated a considerable process of political awakening and
consciousness among our people. But the
key symbols and issues of electioneering are,
at least during the last decade, b eing in-
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creasingly tuned to the national scene with
very little local content, very little participation of workers in the field, very few of
tl1e local issues coming up. Sometimes we
are very proud of this and boast that our
elections are posing national issues at all
levels. But this also means that we are underrating and undermining the importance of
local issues, local conflicts and matters that
really affect the ordinary citizen in his area.
High Commands and parliamentary boards
of various parties decide the manner and
content of the electoral game, its personnel,
its finances and its management.
An element that has contributed to this
process is the rising cost of elections to
whlch considerable attention has been
drawn recently. With the growing size of
the constituency and the general decline in
day-to-day contacts of party workers with
the people and the decline of sustained work
of party organizations among the people,
cots have been mounting up. As this has
happened, money-raising has become a
major electoral task and with this the centre
of gravity in the whole electoral decisionmaking process has shifted to higher and
higher levels with a few key people raising
the money and deploying it. With thls the
manipulative dimension of politics has
gained ground at the cost of the participatory dimension. Elections are now, as has
alwavs been the case with the British system,
a mechanism for seeking the consent of the
governed, not something larger in terms of
a process in which the people and the political workers close to the people have a
more direct role to play. Elections are there
to maintain or bring down a government.
\iVhat is central is government, not the people or the parties.
CONTRIBUTING to this increasing salience of government and executive
power are two other forces at work. The
first of this is the model of economic development and planning that we have adopted. Contrary to the largely decentralized
and participant political model that we
tried to develop, we gave rise to a hlghly
centralized and bureaucratic model of eco-
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nomic decision-making, in which the civil
service, technical personnel and urbanbased Westernized intellectuals have played a key role. In the course of time this gave
rise to a system that made State and local
levels of the polity highly dependent on the
Centre and reduced the party organization
to at best a propaganda machine for planned development. Gradually even that role
was eroded, and development was essentially carried out through the regular administration of the country and very little
through elected bodies and through parties.
The second development that has contributed to this process of centralization is
that of endemic political instability in the
States and even more in the local units of
government, namely, municipalities and
panchayati raj bodies, a great majority of
which have of late been suspended and are
no longer in operation. The result of this
political instability and suspension of local
government bodies is that Central arbitration, presidential orders and almost daily
running down to New Delhi of State and
local leaders for settling even minor disputes
have become the order of the day. New
Delhi has become the centre of every State;
New Delhi has become the centre of nearly
every district. Together these two factorsthe framework for economic decision-making, on the one hand, and the recurrence of
political instability, on the other, have
strengthened the Centre and within the
Centre, the executive wing of the Centre,
and within the executive wing the administrative arm of government. All this has increased the manipulative dimension of
politics at the expense of the participatory
dimension.
With this growth of an administrative
state and increase in the power of the permanent executive, namely, the appointed
bureaucracy, the formal character of the
state has been shaped along the bureaucratic
hierarchy. Its norms, its rules, its highly
impersonal and rule-bound ethos have set
the trend in our politics. And not only in
our politics and administration, but also in
our management, in the way we run our institutions .and frame various rules and byeQUEST

laws for these institutions, in the way we
operate ourselves in even voluntary and socalled 'autonomous' organizations, and indeed even in private companies and enterprises. The basic organizational model
everywhere has been based on the format
provided by the government department.
While this is happening all over the place
and a rule-bound officialdom is at the helm
of affairs, the citizen feels lost. He feels lost
before this growing maze, he feels powerless
and alienated and feels that, apart from
periodic acts of voting, he has little say in
the operation of the system. In a society as
poor, as divided and conflict-ridden, and as
dispersed and parochially oriented as ours,
unless the people can participate in the
political process in a meaningful and continuous way, the democratic system can
degenerate into a captive situation and the
representational system give way to manipulation by some interests from remote centres of power over which few have any control. That elections still provide an opportunity for ventilating grievances and asserting the rights of the citizen is a redeeming
feature, no doubt. But it certainly is not
enough. And, as argued earlier, elections
themselves are becoming an arena for the
powerful and those nominated by the powerful with less and less focus on real issues
and conflicts and more and more on who
can mobilize how much and to what effect.
JT is an assumption of the representational
system of government that 'interests'the landed interest, the religious interest,
the bourgeoisie and organized labour, for
instance-give place to individuals. It is an
assumption of the system that individuals
and their participation and their representation by people are the focus of the system
and 'interests' would gradually go in the
background. In fact, however, this has not
happened; what has happened is that behind the scene interests are operating and
these interests have become deeply entrenched and are pulling the wires and
manipulating the system from behind.
Looked at from the point of view of the
ordinary citizen and especially the poor and
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the under-privileged, what has happened is
that the form of politics is no longer being
joined to the content of politics, namely,
the issues that ought to operate in politics.
And the whole process is becoming increasingly impersonal and dehumanized.
The content has shifted to the machinations
of a few, in which money is playing a considerable role and in which politics and administration have given rise to a system of
vested interests. It has given rise to something still more pernicious, namely, extortions from the people against the few services that are rendered to them. This is the
crux of the problem of corruption of which
we hear a great deal these days but which
just cannot be eliminated so long as the
system remains as it is now. From the
Mughals onwards we have had such a
system in which, apart from some top
echelons, the lower rungs of administration
are supposed to fend for themselves through
local extortions. The British more or less
continued this system. While establishing
and institutionalizing the top echelons, they
also would pay to the patwari or the police
patel five rupees, seven rupees, ten rupees,
as salary and expect that they will have
goods and services, as well as money, provided by the population vver which they
had control. It has not been much different
since the British left, although we have
developed a series of government cadres,
and pay-scales and pay commissions and so
on. On the whole, the lower rungs of administration are still very badly paid and
are on the whole still expected, though not
wholly consciously perhaps, to fend for
themselves, extort money for the services
they are rendering.
The reason why this situation has continued despite the development of a democratic fram ework of government and
politics is the basic centralization and
bureaucratization that are inherent in the
Westminster model and which become
much worse when transplanted from a small
and relatively prosperous society like England and grafted on to the soil of a large
and extremely poor and conflict-ridden
society like India. This is why Gandhi
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wanted an essentially decentralized political as well as economic system. For he saw
clearly the dangers of grafting the Westminster model onto our kind of society. For
this society, representative institutions
would work only when they operate close
to the ground and not far away from there,
for when they operate remote from the
place where the people are, they lose their
democratic character and become agents of
a quite different system, of what I have
called the administrative state.
NOW, as I mentioned at the outset, the
malaise in which the representational
system has got is not limited to India. It has
already happened in other poor societies
where the san1e system was adopted. The
few countries that still have it- most countries have given it up-are suffering from
more or less the same maladies as we are.
It has also happened in the citadels of the
Anglo-Saxon model of our world. It has certainly happened in the UK, where the system
has become highly demoralizing and depressing for the people, where the whole
process of serving the people has become
insensitive to the basic conflicts of class and
region that are endemic in that country. As
for the USA, the less said the better. We
know enough about what has happened
there over the last decade and more, in
which the overall constitution of the country has been undermined, culminating in
Watergate and all that has come out since
then through a series of new and startling
revelations. Leaving aside a few European
democracies, almost everywhere representational systems are in a serious state. If you
talk to the youth or the sensitive citizens of
these societies, you are told that a whole
manipulative structure has developed, that
the whole process of government has got
bureaucratized, that the whole society has
got impersonalized and dehumanized. This
is the sense one gets when one visits any of
these countries.
Central to these developments of moving
away from the democratic ethos are certain
global trends in our times. They have necessitated the development of strong states with
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centralized economies and powerful bureau- world and having lost our earlier confidcratic, technocratic, military and police ence of carving out something different and
apparatus. This is the trend all over the unique in our land, we too have become
world. To' no small extent the decline of prone to the same processes of being ruled
democracy in our times everywhere (with from remote centres, giving in to the imperthe possible exception of a few smaller sonal forces of technology and management,
countries) is a direct result of the Cold War, and feeling powerless before it all. In this
the American and Soviet encirclement of overall thrust of modem civilization, we
the globe, the internecine warfare planted have failed to carve out a new niche for
in various regions by the super-powers and a ourselves and to develop something unique
gradual defacement of the national auto- and new as we had indeed set out to do.
nomy of most regions. It is all part of the Perhaps we can still retrieve lost ground,
developing global monolith, of the increas- but if we are to do this we will need to move
ing power of huge establishments, and of the
beyond the representative institutions of
ascendancy of a world-wide middle class
elite that shares the fruits of prosperity and government through which we are at the
indulges in a process of expropriation and moment operating. This is not the place to
exploitation of the masses of the world. develop one's thoughts on an alternative to
They are living in a world that has lost its the present system. All I have attempted
here is to present an analysis of the situamoorings.
Being still at the receiving end of such a tion we face in our country and in the world.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Hights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights,
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent
of the governed. That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of
these ends, it is the Hight of the People, to alter or to abolish it, and to
institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing
its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and
Happiness ....
-From the American Declaration of Independence
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A THEORY OF AESTHETIC EXPERIENCE

experience is commonly
A ESTHETIC
defined as the experience of beauty.

making qualities of a thing is not like the
impact of the cow-making qualities of a
This language (like that of the expressions cow. A beautiful thing does not have the
'the charm of beauty' or 'the lure of beauty') same kind of being as a cow; beauty does not
leads us to believe that beauty is an objec- have the same kind of being as cowness.
Further, the beauty-making qualities of
tive existential entity like a cow or a table.
But in this we might be becoming victims a thing yield beauty only when they are
of what Wittgenstein called 'the bewitch- aesthetically apprehended. A piece of sculpture becomes sculpture only when its perment of language'.
Of course, beauty is an abstract term like ception is aesthetic; till then it is a mere
cowness or tableness. It should, therefore, piece of wood or stone or metal. In order to
possess an abstract existence. Besides, adopt- enjoy it as sculpture you must look at it
ing the nominalist point of view, it should from the aesthetic viewpoint. This viewbe possible to deny this, but even if we point is different from the practical-conaccept it, it should be noted that a cow ceptual viewpoint which yields ordinary exdoes not carry its cowness in the manner perience. The two points of view are diffeof its horns, or tableness does not proclaim rent because they have different criteria.
its existence in the way the flat top of
This fact enables Urmson to observe: 'I can
table does. These are inferred from the im- judge that a certain concrete-mixer is of
pact of the cow-making properties or table- high. (or low) aesthetic merit-by the
making properties. Similarly, beauty is in- criterion appropriate to the aesthetic point
ferred from the impact of beauty-making of view-even though being of aesthetic
properties. But in the case of a cow or a merit is not in any way the criterion of a
table the impact of its properties or features good concrete-mixer.'1
is conceptual. It helps us identify the cow
We cannot, therefore, properly say that
or the table as an object in the physical b(;)auty has t}le kind of existence which a
world. You can put a coffee pot on the top cow or a table has. And yet the hold of
of a table or you can milk a cow. But you language is such that we tend to believe
cannot put a coffee table on the top of a that beauty is some kind of an objective
table in a painting, nor can you milk a paint- existential entity, and if we cannot endow
ed cow. Of course, you can place a pot of it with the natural objective existence of a
coffee on the top of a sculptured table, but, cow we endow it with a non-natural objecin the process, you make it cease to be the tive existence, even as G. E. Moore did in
piece of sculpture that it was.
the case of good. 2 Moore's analysis led him
This shows that the impact of beauty is to believe that a good thing had an objecnot conceptual. The impact of the beauty- tive non-natural quality which resided in it
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along with its natural good-making qualities. But then the question arose how this
non-natural quality was apprehended. No
such question need arise in the case of the
natural good-making qualities. They are
perceived, like any other natural quality,
by means of our normal sense organs. But
how was this peculiar non-natural quality,
good, perceived? For this, Moore posited
the power of the mind called intuition. Now
if we consider the working of the mind,
intuition-which, by definition, is the power
of apprehending without the intervention
of either sense or reason-seems to be involved only when we become conscious of
our own mental states, that is, when we become self-conscious. Intuition seems to be
involved in states of self-consciousness. Except for this, intuition need play no part in
the tunctwnmg ot the mind.
I should think that beauty is not an objective existential entity but a state of mind
born of a particular kind of perception. An
aesthetic perception of certain objective
properties of a thing of beauty creates a
state of mind to which the thing appears
beautiful. A thing is apprehended as beautiful not primarily because of its beautymaking qualities but because they are viewed with a particular attitude. The beautymaKing qualities may have the power to
induce a perceiver to adopt the aesthetic
attitude; but without this psychological prerequisite even the existence of beauty-making qualities in an object might draw a
blank. This argument might appear circular, but is so only superficially. In the
absence of aesthetic perception an object
endowed with all the beauty-making qualities in the world would fail to evoke the
aesthetic response. On the other hand, an
overwhelming aesthetic attitude might discover beauty in an object generally regarded as drab. The fa ct of the matter is that
beauty is born in the apprehending mind;
it does not reside in an external object or
situation. Beauty is born of aesthetic perception.
QUEST
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is aesthetic perception? By aesWHAT
thetic p erception. I mean perception
that is viewed with a particular attitude
towards the resulting experience. It is the
attitude of savouring experience for its own
sake. It is a way of having or treating experience which is different from the one in
having practical or intellectual experience.
In practical life we tend to take an instrumental attitude towards experience. We
have it in order to use it for some practical
encl. We look upon a table as an object useful, say, for the purpose of writing and not
of observing its form or polish or flourish.
In intellectual life we treat experience in
order to assess its conceptual significance:
a drop of water is a form of H 2 0. In both
cases, we tend to neglect the full flavour
of experience; we have but a fleeting attitude towards it, with the result that we
tend to miss the tang of it. How this happens
is neatly expressed by Michael Polanyi in
his Personal Knowledge : 'As observers or
manipulators of experience', he says, 'we
are-guided by experience and pass through
experience without exp eriencing it in itself.
The conceptual framework by which we
observe and manipulate things being present as a screen between ourselves and these
things, their sights and sound and the smell
and touch of them transpire but tenuously
through the screen which keeps us aloof
from them.' But aesthetic perception or
what Polanyi calls contemplation 'dissolves
the screen, stop s our movement through experience and pours us straight into experience; we cease to handle things and become immersed in them.' 3
This aesthetic or contemplative attitude
of treating things leads to the restructuring
of experience already had and remembered
or to having it in a particularly structured
form. In order to understand the nature of
this structuring it is necessary to know the
nature and thrust of the perceptual process.
Perception, as a rule, tends towards action.
It has been so designed by nature. The
power of perception was primarily created
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for practical purposes. We must remember
that we are a part of nature destined to
live by assimilating other parts of nature.
We are actuated by an inordinate desire to
live."' An example of how we are actuated
by this desire was provided after an aeroplane crashlanded in the Andes Mountains
in South America. The 16 passengers who
emerged alive out of the ordeal were able
to do so by assimilating parts of the dead
bo~ies of fellow-passengers! 4 We must
somehow try to live and the primary fare
of living is provided by parts of nature. The
food that we eat and the water that we
drink are only parts of nature. Now if you
must absorb a part of nature in order to
live you must ensure that what you absorb
promotes the purpose of living. This means
that we must ensure that what we eat is
food and not poison; what we drink is water
and not acid; what we wear is cloth and not
some harmful fake; and the place we live
in affords the necessary protection. We must
identify these things. In fact, as open systems
that are able to survive by negotiating the
surround, we must identify things around
us.
The power of perception is the result of
this necessity to identify things or to assign
them to a class. This power of the mind was
developed over the long period of animal
evolution and reached its acme in man, because man has the most highly developed
neo-cortex, where the centres of this capacity to identify things for what they are,
lie. But one must remember that the mere
capacity to identify is not enough; it is only
a means. Identification must be followed by
suitable action to appropriate the necessary
parts of nature. We ensure the purity of
food in order to eat with an assurance of
safety. Therefore identification is quickly
followed by an attitude towards the identified thing: food, for instance, creates a pro
attitude and poison a conh·a attitude. AI" It is difficult to say why we are cursed or
blessed with this desire. Perhaps it is an expression of the persistent nature of cosmic energy of
which we, as a part of nature, are only a fonn.
\Vhatever the reason, the fact remains that the
primary desire of an animal is to live.
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most immediately the attitude turns into an
emotion. Emotion leads to action by arousing the necessary energy and by creating an
adequate will. This is the nature of the perceptual process.
Perception is generally supposed to stop
at the identification of things. But one must
pay attention to th e entire perceptual process, if one is mindful of the purpose of
perception. The first impact of perception '
is imagistic. The stimulus-object casts its
image on the relevant sense organ. The
meaning of this image is born of past experience. When we see a table, for instance,
the table casts its image on the eye. There,
at the eye, follows a chemical action, resulting in 'electrical impulses that travel along
neural tracks to the appropriate projection
area of the brain, where the image becomes
a conscious image and is endowed with the
conceptual meaning of tableness. This is
possible because we have seen numerous
tables in the past, of which a standard
image-cum-con;ept had formed and got
stored in the brain (Professor Wilder Penfield's experiments 5 have established the
fact of such storing). The electrical impulses make contact with that part of the
lwain which stores image-cum-concepts and
the image cast by the stimulus object is recognised as the image of a table. As soon
as this happens our -past experience of this
and other tables (of tables in general and
of this table in particular) creates a pro or
contra attitude towards the table. This pro
or contra attitude is turned into a positive
or negative emotion. In a garden, for instance, a pretty flower creates a positive
emotion and a serpent, if it suddenly ap]1ears, creates the negative emotion of anger
or fear. (It is clear from this that conceptual recognition is a prerequisite of the
arousal of emotion. A child can play with a
serpent not b ecause it has no conception
of the creature but because it has the wrong
conception that it is some kind of plaything.) When the sight of a snake creates
either anger or fear, the emotion must be
followed by an appropriate action: you
must either kill the creature or flee. This requires two things: an adequate arousal of

30

energy in the body and the creation of the
necessary will. Emotion accomplishes these
things. When there is an arousal of sufficient energy and will, action follows and
the purpose of perception is fulfilled. Perception ends in action through the stages
of,image, concept, emotion, energy and will.
the question is: what power of the
Now
mind accomplishes these quick transitions from one stage of the perceptual process to the next? I will try to answer this
question by considering what I would call
the paradigm phase of the process. This is
the phase of the endowment of the primary
image cast by the stimulus-object with
meaning, or in other words, the phase of
identification. The image is endowed with
a concept; for instance, the image of a table
is understood as the image of a table. Now
this is possible only if the image cast by a
stimulus-object is compared with the
standard image-cum-concept of similar
objects perceived in the past and stored in
the brain. The power that accomplishes this
primary task of comparison I call imagination, because the comparison involved is of
images. Whenever there is the first impact
of perception, that is, whenever an image
cast by a stimulus-object is attended to,
some power of the mind relates it to an
appropriate item in the world of past experiences. This power I call the power of
imagination. But this power has a wider
application. If it can tum an image into a
concept, one can reasonably expect it to
accomplish the next phase of the perceptual
process, namely, the phase of emotion, with
its capacity to arouse energy and create
will. My conception of imagination is therefore wider than what it generally is thought
to be. It is a power that accomplishes not
only the first transition in the perceptual
process but all the transitions, leading perception onward to action through imageconcept-emotion-energy-will. The power of
imagination is the power of transformation
involved in the various phases of the perceptual process.
In ordinary perception, in the perceptions
of our daily ·life, imagination is tied to the
QUEST
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stimulus-object. Its course is dictated by the
stimulus-object and the perceiver's past
experience of similar objects. (The past experience may be personal or it may be impersonal in the sense that it is learned from
the experience of others. ) When you perceive a snake, your imagination is bound
to invest your perception with the emotion
of anger or fear, which will lead you to kill
it or flee. It cannot 'dissolve, diffuse or dissipate' or disassociate the various phases of
the perceptual process. Nor can the association, say of a particular concept with a
particular emotion, be voluntary; it is
dictated by the past experience of the
organism. But a free imagination can effect
such disassociation. To use Coleridgean
terms it can 'dissolve, diffuse and dissipate',
of course, in the interest of building up a
new perceptual process.
But can imagination indeed be free? The
phenomenon of dreams suggests that it can
be. When we sleep our senses are muted,
the sensory input is stopped, but our imagination remains active. It roams freely in the
vault of memory, 'dissolves, diffuses and
dissipates' the stored-up image-concepts
and creates new imagistic patterns out of
them, and presents them as dreams. Our
dreams are nothing but perceptual patterns
built up out of our past experiences by imagination. It should not be an accident that
many of our dreams carry traces of impressions recently experienced. The elements of
many of our dreams are those of recent experiences. The explanation obviously is that
these, being fresh, lie on the surface-level
of our stored-up experiences and are more
easily accessible to the imagination. This
shows that our imagination is not necessarily
involved in deep emotional issues a la
Freud, except occasionally. It proves that
the dream-making imagination is more often
than not free and not chained to deeper
motives. It normally moves by its propensity to create new patterns out of the available memory material and present them as
dream sequences.
The phenomenological facts about
dreams 6 should point to the same conclusion. Most of our dreams are inchoate and
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inconsequential. They don't seem to be
organized on any set conceptual or emotional basis. Conceptual direction seems to
play an important part in some dreams,
while emotion seems to play a directive role
in others. Some dreams are action-packed
while others are a casual string of leisurely
images. In some dreams we ourselves seem
to do a lot of action, but our physical body
lies resting on the bed! The most important
thing about dreams, however, is that they
are inchoate. They do not seem to be organized on a :fixed rational or emotional basis.
They are wayward rather than wilfully
directed. And then most of them are inconsequential. They seem to lack a finale. There
is hardly ever a logical ending. More significantly, dreams are forgotten within eight
minutes of their occurrence. Memories of
dreams are really remembrances of dreams
recalled within eight minutes of their termination. A dream-the process of a dream
-does not last a very long time either. It
takes a much longer time to relate a dream
than it takes to experience it. These phenomenological facts should suggest that the
imagination involved in dream-making is
basically free. It is not tied to a stimulusobject and it does not follow a stimulusbound perceptual course. It does not follow a logical or emotional order. It seems to
indulge in some kind of a freak play. They
are essentially the free creations of imagination. They proclaim the free nature of
imagination, which, however, in daily perceptions is bound to stimulus-objects and to
our attention, which is guided more by our
needs than the will of the imagination.
There is another feature of our dreams
which should be mentioned. Psychologists
have found that our system needs dreaming.
If a person is deprived of dreams one night
" That perception is so guided is proved not
only by the comparison effected by the imagination between the new image and the relevant
image-concept stored in the brain, but also by
the fact that a stinmlus-ohject results in a
perceptual process only if it is attended to, and
attention is the result of our bodily and psychological needs which are, in part, the result of past
e1.-perience.
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he seems to make up for it the next. Dreamdeprivation experiments have established
this fact.
the imagination is tied to
NORMALLY
the stimulus-object and follows the
practical course of the perceptual process
through image, concept, emotion, energy
and will. But even here the imagination does
not appear to completely surrender its free
nature. If it were so, perceptions would be
blind. They would mechanically result in
action and would be totally forgotten the
moment the relevant action occurs. But
every phase of the perceptual process is
stored in the brain. Wilder Penfield's experiments allow us to say that anything that
has been attended to even in the least is
stored in the brain. 7 The fact that past perceptions are stored in memory, and that
every new perception is guided by the relevant past perceptions,4 proves that imagination is the truly active factor in our perceptual process. But our practical life is
bound by the inordinate desire to live. This
desire points to relentless action, and perception strives towards the fulfilment of it.
It caters to the fulfilment of our practical
needs. However, the fact that this- process
is almost always not blind bespeaks the
active nature of our imagination. This active
character enables it to furnish the necessary
links and transitions-from image to concept
and concept to emotion leading to actionin the perceptual process.
It is this free and active nature, this
power to dissolve, disassociate and recreate,
of the imagination that has made the progress of human life possible. It is this power
of the mind that, I think, has been at the
root of our cultural evolution. The power
that imagination exercises in the unconscious process of perception has been
brought to bear even on our conscious mind.
Here it tries to triumph even against the
inexorable bonds of life. This is poignantly
seen in the exercise of our will. The nature
of life demands that one eat, but the willpower of some leads them to deny food and
sometimes even water. The social nature of
man (born of the necessity of co-operating
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with others) demands that he associate with
his fellow-beings, and yet some have preferred to forsake society, take to the wild
and live the lonelv and insecure life of the
jungle. This is se~n in the other spheres of
life also. The problems of practical life constantly intrude upon our theoretical consideration of them, but we sternly push them
aside and engage in a cold conceptual analysis of them. The lively nature of water is
captivating, but the scientist neglects it to
reach the truth of H 2 0. The evidence of the
sun traversing the sky from the east to the
west is overwhelming, but the truth of the
earth revolving round the sun is asserted.
\Vorldly religion demands submission to its
authority, but some of us ignore it and look
beyond to apprehend the wider truths of
the universe. Watching a test match between two cricket teams we are continually
impelled to applaud the performance of our
players to the neglect of that of their
opponents, but some of us impartially appreciate the play of the opponents. We are
most of us in a hurry to act; life, most of
the time, demands instant action, but for
some, planning an action fulfils a greater
need than action itself. Most importantly,
life demands that perceptual images be
quickly invested with conceptual meanings
and appropriate action taken immediately,
but many of us are overcome by a need to
forget that it is a cobra or a tiger and are
captivated by its colourful, lively form.
One can see the free play of imagination
in all this. In art it tries to groom the imagistic aspect of perception; in science and
philosophy it cultivates the conceptual aspect; in love and play it harnesses the emotional aspect; in ethics it is the will power
that triumphs; in religion, whatever the
demands and obligations of worldly religion,
those in quest of higher truths sometimes
rebel against them and cheerfully suffer the
consequences.
The imagination is able to do all this because of its power of disassociation. It is
able to isolate any phase of the perceptual
process and play with it. In art it is the
imagistic aspect it is most concerned with.
If, in perception, the imagination can endow
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an image with conceptual meaning, I suppose it can play with it freely (as it actually
does in dreams). It does not merely isolate;
it enriches and recreates. For this it uses
whatever it finds useful from the entire
stock of past experiences. It is difficult to
hold attention to an isolated image; therefore the imagination tries to reach far and
wide, enlarge the sphere of its relations and
interrelations, weave a web of these, tone
it with emotional tensions that arouse
enough energy required to hold the attention. In playingwith an image the imagination enriches it with all the necessary meanings and emotions taking care to see that
they build up and emphasise the image and
not submerge it. The meanings and emotions do not cloud the image but embellish
it. In this, emotions are found most serviceable because it is in their nature to arouse
energy, which helps hold lively attention
to the image. What the imagination can do
to the image, it can do to every other phase
of the perceptual process, taking care to
see that its prime purpose of purifying the
phase and at the same time enriching it is
not jeopardised. This is how mankind has
been able to accomplish its cultural evolution, with its numerous triumphs in art,
science, philosophy, play and religion, not
to talk of plans of action.
Of course, the imagination is never left
wholly free in the pursuit of its creative
activity. The bond of life forever tries to
enthrall it. Its forages of freedom are 'tainted by the traffic of the world.' That is why
art often becomes craft, pure science receives its importance from the possibilities
of technology, technical philosophy is confused with the so-called philosophies of life,
and social sciences sometimes receive the
status of pure science. That is why a satyagrahi's suffering and a sannyasin's renunciation are ethically higher than even the strict
observance of popular ethical norms. That
is also why carefully thought out plans are
often thwarted or distorted in the interest
of immediate action. But even this would
not have been possible in the total absence
of imagination, which, as has been pointed
out, rescues the perceptual process from
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the blind course of th e stimulus towards
action. But the free imagination is in constant danger of being perverted by the
bonds of life, and therefore the pure worlds
of art, science, philosophy, ethics and religion become unsteady equilibriums always in the danger of being toppled over.
worlds of free imagination beT HESE
come a dialectic between pure creativity and bound creativity. It is like the
natural dialectic of man. Man is both individual and social. That man is social is quite
obvious. But the cru cial aspect of this fact
is that man becomes aware of his social
relations through his individual consciousness (which is the secret of his ego). So
there is an essential dialectic bet\veen 11:1an
the individual and man the social. His individuality is tempered by his sociality and
his socialitv is conditioned by his indi viduality. /\.. similar dialectic tet~ds to occur
bet\veen fre e imagination and bound imagination. Free imagination tends to be
shackled by the bonds of life, and bound
imagination is spurred by its innate nature
to be free. This dialectical relationship prevails between art ancl craft, between pure
science and applied science, between technical philosophy and philosophy of life,
between higher religion and worldly religion. between ethics and the rules of social
life, and bet:VIreen plans and practical action.
Art and craft, for instance, tend to affect
each other. That is why it is so difficult to
draw a sharp line of division between the
two. The division succeeds b est in the field
of philosophy because concepts, '~ith which
philosophy is primarily concerned, are an
artificial and somewhat contingent creation
of man, and can therefore be isolated and
manipulated in comparative freedom from
the snares of life. Realistic concepts are, of
course, not so arbitrary as those of logic
and mathematics, and they have constantly
to negotiate experience, which varies with
every individual and therefore they tend to
be 'essentiallv contested'.
It is because of the dialectical relationship between imagination and the bonds
of life that the theorists of life often think
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it to be their legitimate business to invade
the precincts of art. It is because of this
peculiar relationship that art and craft tend
to be confused. But that is no reason to
forget th e thrust of the imagination and
give up the search for a theory of pure
art. There is no reason to be frightened by
the bogey of the 'essentialist fallacy'. The
essentiality of things may be as artificial as
concepts themselves, but it is to be welcomed in the interest of communication
which is at the centre of social and practical life. An understanding of the essential
nature of things helps communication. Pure
art may be a rarity, but one must remember that the imagination, in its natural
freedom, will forever gravitate towards the
realisation of pure art, towards the realisation of its imagistic creativity. Its impelling
pull towards purity, on the one hand, and
the needs of practical life, on the other, will
always create the tensions of unsteady
equilibrium, but that is no reason to deny
ourselves the privilege of tracing the true
naturG of its operations. (After all, the water
that we find in the nearest tap, for instance,
is hardly H 2 0 but that is no reason to deny
the chemical truth of water.) The world of
art is made possible by the nature of the
imagination to dissolve, disassociate and
recreate imagistic patterns and impregnate
them with all the vitality that human
endeavour with all its experience can command, and it is the duty of aesthetics to try
to understand the essential nature of this
world.
WE have seen that the imagination likes
to cultivate imagistic patterns, that it
prefers to indwell in them and that the
world of art is born out of this tendency of
the human imagination.
Now the question is: what is the attitude
of mind that persuades the imagination to
do so? The answer is that it is the attitude
of savoming experience for its own sake,
without being encumbered by theoretical
or practical considerations. Ordinarily, experience is had for practical purposes; it is
a gift man has acquired during his long
struggle for existence. We have seen that
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perception - tends towards action. This
actionist attitude results in the neglect of
the tang and feel of experience. But man
cannot be totally indifferent to these. After
all, they are the echoes of the features of
things experienced. The meaning of the
features is important, but the features
which impress on our receptors cannot be
jettisoned. Man tries to take the instrumental attitude towards them; he tries to treat
them as mere signs; even so they cannot be
just wished away. They are there with their
sights and sounds, smells and touches, and
even as they point to action they leave a
kind of impress which creates the desire in
man to have the feel and tang of them. Man
desires to savour experience just for the
taste of these.
Another reason why man tries to have
experience for its own sake is possibly the
fact that man's life is erected on experience,
and the power to have experience is fundamental to the business of living. If this is
so, nature would like man to cultivate this
power just for its own sake.
This presupposes that man likes experience, that he is not only ready but eager to
welcome it. This is just what biologists and
psychologists have noted. Dr Charles Judson
Herrick (the well-known author of The
Neurological Foundations of Animal Behaviour) has quoted Max Eastman to say
that 'we shall find not only that experience
as such is welcome to life, but life, of its
own accord, goes in search of experience ....
We do things not only because we have a
sensation but also in order to make a sensation.'8 After quoting this, Herrick himself
adds: 'Experience is not something to which
an organism is passively subjected. In response to stimulation it reaches out actively to
meet the exciting agent; but it does more
than this: it is constantly seeking new contacts.'9
A surprising support to these conclusions
has been lent in recent times by the various
sensory deprivation experiments conducted
in psychological laboratories in many parts
of the world. The subjects in these experiments were 'placed in lighted, comfortable,
semi-sound-proof cubicles, and wore transQUEST
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luscent glasses which transmitted a diffuse
light, but prevented patterned vision.'10
There were several variations of the situation. In the main, there were two divisions
of these experiments. In one kind the sensory supply was reduced to the lowest
possible level; and in the other patterns of
the sensory supply were destroyed and only
diffuse sensory input was allowed. It was
discovered that most subjects found the
situation extremely trying. None was able
to stand it for more than two or three days.
Some had to give up within six hours. In
the case of a few, disorders started within
the first hour or two. Most of the
subjects suffered from various kinds of
perceptual disorders, emotional disturbances and hallucinations. This shows that
normal sensory supply leading to experience
is very necessary for the functioning of an
organism. But the most significant thing
was something different. It was found that
'prolonged darkness and silence and prolonged diffuse light and noise may produce
different perceptual effects. This was indicated by the greater perceptual disorders
and more frequent and complex hallucinatory-like experiences which appear under
diffuse light and noise'.l 1 This means that
man is in need of experience, but he is in
greater need of imagistic experience. It
should be understood that by image here
I do not mean only visual image. Every kind
of sensory supply has a pattern, that is,
'image'. Just as sights have patterns sounds
also have patterns, and so have touch and
smell. The fact of the matter is that everything about us has a form or a pattern and
its stimulus also has a pattern, with the
result that the experience we have out of
the stimulus supply is patterned or imagistic. That is why the first phase of the perceptual process is imagistic. The imagination tries to cultivate this phase in the world
of art.
So man loves to savour imagistic experience for its own sake and it is this aesthetic
attitude that persuades the imagination to
isolate and diffuse and recreate the imagistic part of experience. This is therefore the
a priori of aesthetic experience. Aesthetic
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experience is had if we adopt the attitude
of savouring experience for its own sake.
To say that aesthetic experience is imagistic is not to say that the experience is
totally devoid of the other aspects. It does
not mean that in art you get an image that
signi£es nothing. The image is certainly
meaningful. It is impregnated with the other
powers of the mind. The imagination in
cultivating the image does inform it with
the other aspects of the perceptual process.
It delves into the stored-up experience and
brings many images, concepts and emotions
to enrich the image. This is best seen in literature where the image is built out of words
which are (except for their non-significant
shapes or sounds) utterly abstract entities.
Words are ultimately meanings which are
abstract. They are the medium of literature.
Whereas the media of other arts are sensory,
the medium of literature, to use the pregnant phrase ofT. E. Jessop, 12 is ideo-sensory. It is out of this abstract medium that
the literary image is built. This is possible
because of the great power of the human
mind to sensorily feel the import of ideas.
Ideas can evoke a living experience. Concepts can come to full life in the mind. A
literary artist uses this evocative power of
the mind to build a mental world of images.
One may cite here the example of Tolstoy
whose style is generally not directly depictive. Consider his picturisation of Anna
Karenina's state of mind just before her
suicide, spread over four chapters, in which
he deftly mixes the sights and sounds that
invade her distracted sensory apparatus.
Various abstract aspects of experience are
concretised by the imagination, making the
work of art a total image impregnated with
the conceptual and emotional strength
gathered by the artist in his past experience.
HE adoption of the aesthetic attitude,

T that is, the adoption of the a priori of
experience for its own sake, leads to the
restructuring of experience. Experience that
is purged of the theoretical and practical
aspects is bound to be different from the
normal experience. Normally experience
looks out to action, or, in theoretical mat-
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ters, it concentrates on the abstract universal aspects which are not manifest in the
features of things that yield the experience.
In both cases there is a looking beyond,
which is shunned by the aesthetic attitude.
Aesthetic experience is an indwelling experience. Normal experience orientates towards meaning and action, both of which,
strictly speaking, lie beyond. Aesthetic experience turns towards itself and, in the
process, becomes monadic. That is, it becomes a self-sufficient, self-contained whole ·
from which nothing goes out and into which
nothing comes from outside. It becomes an
organic whole of which the parts are intimately interconnected. This organic whole
has a core and its parts are interconnected
because they are connected with the core.
The parts that have no relation to the central core get eliminated, and the parts that
are wanting tend to be supplied from the
experiencer's store of memory.
But it so happens that some parts, although organically connected with the central core, acquire a significance of their own.
This is best seen in the metaphor of a poem.
A poem is a monadic self-contained whole,
and it is not for nothing that a metaphor
is called a 'capsule poem'. But it is not a
monadic whole, since it occurs as a part of
another monadic whole; however it has a
beauty of its own, because of which it tends
to acquire a separate existence apart from
its existence in the organic whole, that is,
the poem. The Himalayan snow that looks
like a heap of untrammelled laughter of
Lord Shiva ( M eghadoot of Kalidas) has a
singular beauty of its own; but it has also
a place in the Himalayan structure of Alaka
(the capital of Kuber) which the love-lorn
Yaksha is depicting. The evening that is
spread against the sky like a patient etherised upon a table ( Prufrock by T. S. Eliot)
has .a reference to the central atmosphere
of the poem; it is also representative of the
mood of Prufrock, but it is breath-taking
in the novel charm of its own. The Sa note
('tar-shadja') enchantingly rendered by
Hirabai Badodekar is ever memorable, but
it is an inalienable part of the melody. The
'eyes' in Michelangelo's Delphi are a part
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of her physiognomy, but their enticing
charm is unique. All these are intimate
parts of the compositions and that is their
ultimate justification, but they have an existence of their own. That means they acquire
a. kind of double existence. This double
existence creates a tension which is rhythmic. It is rhythmic because it is born of the
undulating attention that goes back and
forth between the central core and the significant part. This rhythm becomes quite com·plex because there happens to be more than
one part in a work of art that have a beauty
of their own. A work of art is informed by
this manifold rhythmic tension that reverberates in the perceiver's mind.
monadic reverberating tension
T HIS
arouses energy which is not orientated
towards action. It is an indwelling tension.
It creates a peculiar heightening of consciousness, which dwells on itself and
creates an inner delight.
This heightening of consciousness is often
misunderstood as emotional tension. Many
classical theories of art have made emotion
the lynchpin of aesthetic experience. The
emotional feel of a work of art has been
made its principal characteristic. In doing
so they have, I think, misjudged its function
in art. As we have seen, emotion is involved
in the arousal of energy. In ordinary life
this arousal of energy leads to action. But
here no question of action arises. It results
not in action, but in the heightening of consciousness. Emotion, in art, therefore loses
its original function of leading the organism
towards action. It serves only to arouse energy which is needed for the heightening of
consciousness. Many works of art build up
emotional tensions only to arouse the basic
energy and heighten consciousness. The delight of art is the delight felt in the savouring of this consciousness. It is a pure feel of
the qualities of experience, of the tang of
experience that has become imagistic.
Just because the heightening of conscious-
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ness is intrinsic, just because the arousal of
energy that lies at its basis has a non-instrumental function, aesthetic experience has a
revelatory feel. One feels that the qualities
of experience that are savoured for themselves burn into one's consciousness as when
one is captivated by the colours of Van
Gogh, the shapes of Cezanne, the ethereal
lightness of the Taj, the silken throb of
Kundanlal Saigal's or Kishori Amonkar's
voice, the delicate poise of Kumar Gandharva's performance, the sheer strength of
Henry Moore's sculpture, the illuminating
madness of Hamlet or the feeling of the
infinite conveyed by the characters of
Brothers Karamazov.
This kind of heightened feel, this touch
of vitality, sometimes comes to us quite
naturally. It is a common experience that
sometime we experience a unique physical
exhileration. We are unable to account for
it, because we cannot trace any external
factor responsible for it. Experts tell us that
the exhileration is felt because at the
moment our physical system is working at
its best. What we get but so rarely in life
the artist gives us by his creations-on the
condition, of course, that we co-operate with
him with our aesthetic attitude. The artistic
creations often help us enliven our aesthetic
attitude. In any case, the art and the attitude are parts of a mutually beneficial enterprise.
The aesthetic experience has a revelatory
feel, because it touches the very springs of
life, the fountain of energy that is at the
basis of life. This energy creates in us the
interest, the zest that accomplishes the
business of living. But here, in artistic experience, the welled-up energy has no instrumental function. It is an intrinsic indwelling-a pure arousal, and therefore it
gives us a revelatory feel which is as dear
to our experience-loving nature as any
gadget that promotes the function of living
is to our practical nature.

A Theory of Aesthetic Experience
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Vasant A. Shahane
EGG AT BREAKFAST

I prefer scrambled egg
at breakfast;
The broken daffodils
of its yolk
and the splintered lilies
of its white ....
The image of the world
crystals of Arthur's broken dreams
collected on white china
look quizzically at me.
I gulp them down
with a glass of water
to the pit of peace
and a nice get-together
of brown sausages
with red tomato sauce.
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The entire wealth gathered by the Founder of Tata
Enterprises, and his sons and successors, over almost
a century of industrial pioneering is bequeat hed to
Tata philanthropic trusts and foundations.
The whole of that we<:lth is held in trust for the people
and used excl usively for t heir benefit-scholarships
for education, grants for rural welfare, contributions for
medica! research, support for national institutions.
and donations for relief from natural disasters.
The circle is thus complete: what came from the
people goes back to t he people many times over.
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TATA ENTERPRISES

Bibh u Prasad Padhi

THE PARALLEL VOICE
A Study of the new English poetry in India

with the English poetry that
I Nis dealing
being written in India today, I shall
try to avoid the tendency shown by almost
everyone who has written on it or on related
topics; it may be called an obsessive desi1·e
to theorise on every little thing. However,
there is a second, and from the standpoint
of art a more dangerous, tendency to
squeeze out what can be called the bitter
lemon of Indianness of anything that can
be thought of under the sun. This is not to
deny the fact that one does sometimes come
across emotions, habits and attitudes in
poets writing today, which are typically
Indian; but to make of them a deliberate
critical touchstone which can always and on
every occasion be applied to individual
poets does not probably show responsible
critical behaviour. What I want to emphasize on the other hand, is a necessity to
appreciate individual performance and
wherever possible to encourage close comparative study of thematic and stylistic
devices that individual poets have employed. The English poetry that is being written
in India today should not be allowed to isolate itself from the bulk of English poetry
that is being written elsewhere; instead, it
should be studied against a perspective that
is much broader in scope, larger in meaning
and more realistic than mere 'Indianness.'

porary English poetry in India. He has
continued to produce signi£cant work over
the years and has shown a recognisable process of maturity. Adil Jussawalla, a fine poet
himself, considers Ezekiel as 'the first Indian
poet consistently to show Indian readers
that craftsmanship is as important to a poem
as its subject matter'. 1 While it must be
admitted that a certain amount of control
and an equivalent amount of precision are
the basic requirements of any artist and
more so of a poet, a rigid study of craftsmanship and its application to poetry are
somewhat awkward and disappointing. I
shall give an example from Ezekiel's latest:
Yoga, Zen, Kabbala,
St. John of the Cross, Pelrnanisrn,
Plotinus, Sell Your Way to Success
Kierkegaard, Pascal,
Think and Grow Rich,
The Four Qumtets,
and How To Change Yourself in Ten
Days.
('The Neutral')

The earlier lyrical stance in spite of the use
of irony is missing in these lines. Ezekiel
has no doubt made a semantically relevant
series of gestures through what can be called a collocation of names a11d titles of books,
which become the outward equivalents of
HILE discussing English poetry in his emotion, but there is a different and to
India, the poet who at once comes to my mind a better way of expressing the kind
one's mind is Nissim Ezekiel, who can be of scepticism which troubles him and which
conveniently called the father of contem- he had expressed in a smoother and more
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intimate manner in a poem like "l11eological':
Your truth
is too momentous for man
and not always useful.
I've stripped off a hundred veils
and still there are more
thar cover your Creation.
Why am you so elusive?
Ezekiel, in his best poems, still remaining
a confessionalist does not show the weak
habits of an ordinary confessional poet. The
question at the end of my quotation from
his 'Theological' reminds one of George
Herbert's passionate explosions of the soul
expressed in a carefully chosen vocabulary.
In Ezekiel, the autobiographical motives,
which are a peculiar prerogative of any poet,
are seldom allowed io remain at the level
of autobiography; they are made to identify
themselves with the more universal motives
that guide the life on this earth and thereby
are made to gain a kind of idealistic posture.
This is the one reason why the bulk of
Ezekiel's poetry seems a little formal and
orthodox in both theme and style. The wish
to reject anything that does not go beyond
what is immediately relevant goes side by
side with a wish to take upon oneself the
important responsibility of expressing a
truth that is personally felt:

Located off the centre,
I have always loved the centre;
native of every great
and dreadful place,
not of this place only.
('Central')
He always seems to have been 'shaped' by
both place and moment, as a result of which
he acquires a personality which is ambiguous like any place or moment. 'I have a
sense of time and circumstance', he says.
The sense of place which Ezekiel's poetry
shows, permeates the poetry written in
India. Adil Jussawalla's 'Sea Breeze, Bombay', 'Approaching Santa Cruz', and 'Land's
End' are excellent compositions. The poet
lets his vision travel on all sides taking a
curious interest in objects until he is held by
QUEST
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a tlwught, and the natural result of this is
a movement from a simple description to an
explanation of that thought in terms of
poetry. After offering us a list of objects
Ezekiel writes:

All in noisy silence
Suffering the pl(l;.ce and time,
I ride my elephant of thought,
A Cezanne slung around my neck.
('In India')
One seldom finds a strong image like the
'elephant of thought' here in the poetry of
Ezekiel. He relies more on the careful exploitation of plain language; the conversational tone of his poetry goes well with his
straightforward treatment of problems.
Here is Jayanta Mahapatra :

Everyone comes to Puri.
The Americans, a German hippie.
A Swiss schoolmaste1· shuts his eyes:
he has not seen
that much filth on human bodies.
And the energy of their silent sea.
An old pilgrim
walls his guilty look under a tamarind
tree.
W eary webs of light
hidden where centuries go,
regardless of exploding stars.
Mimcles of death
for birth to kill the world.
The wall still stands.
('Puri')
Mahapatra moves from simple descriptions
to assigning meaning to them and back to
descriptions again, and unlike Ezekiel he
drills out the assignment of meaning in a
series of images which make descriptions
rich and complex. Such a method no doubt
makes the poetry a little obscm:e, but it lends
a charm to it which is lacking in Ezekiel's
poetry for all its simplicity of expression.
Ezekiel who, as I have pointed out earlier,
believes in the accumulation of words or
different words with similar or closely connected meanings, in the gradual evolution
of an image, in the meaningfulness of the
familiar and the obvious, is I think too
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orthodox to place the 'filth on human bodies'
beside the 'energy of their silent sea'.
Like Eliot, Ezekiel is troubled by a continuous sense of failure which is probably
a direct result of his awareness of the failur~
of life in general around him and by which
he is haunted like any sensitive artist.
Time and again he tries to comprehend the
perspectives of hope and failure, creating,
through his attempts to define the perspectives, poetic structures which are markedly
his own. Ezekiel's sense of failure is however less tragic than the one that Gieve Patel
confronts, since the latter lives in a world
which lacks experience of any kind and
therefore one which is difficult to define:
'To be no part of this hate is deprivation'
('The Ambiguous Fate' of Gieve Patel).
The inability to become part of one's environment while at the same time being in
the midst of it makes one's existence quite
'ambiguous' and this ambiguity colours all
the little projects that one takes up:

Planets focus their fires
Into a wonn of destruction
edging along a continent. Bodies
Turn aslwn and shrivel. I
Only bum my tail.
( Gieve Patel, 'The Ambiguous Fate')

41
typical and evoke accurate feelings about
it:
You rolled yourself
into a ball the afternoon Father died,
till time unfurled you
like a peal of bells.
('Rough Passage')
The past asks him to strike a meaningful
relationship between his present life which
is now devoid of those things which used
to matter and his childhood past which has
always kept before him the ghost of some
sort of a commitment. \iVhereas Ezekiel has
already made his commitments and is satisfied with the fact that his 'backward place
is where I am' ('Background, Casually'),
Parthasarathy, like Gieve Patel aaain is
bitterly sceptical about the naturt of' his
present existence:

Scrape the bottoms of yoHr past.
Ransack the cupboard
for skeletons of
your Brahmin childhood. ..
('This Business')
It is only then that one is in a position to

produce something with honesty and sincerity, 'strike out a line for yourself/from the
iron of life's ordinariness' ('This Busi. Otherwise, 'It doesn't make sense'ness')
Such an ambiguity questions the very
'this
business
of poetry'. True to his declarasources of one's birth and conception, to
tions,
Parthasarathy
like Ezekiel does not
which ready-made answers are difficult to
provide. Arvind Mehrotra meticulously re- show the false harmonies that an over-sensijects one after another the possibilities that tive artist tries to build up round the odd
shapes of the basic experience; neither does
are denied to human beings:
he show the unreal worlds which a little
you cannot be
child's play with words creates. That is why
graceful as the beast
perhaps he indulges in conections and
alterations, in order that he would be able
nibble like a mouse
to reach as near the actual as possible. 2
fuck heavily like the bull
For Parthasarathy nothing can be reject('Between Bricks, ~~Iadness' )
ed
as unimportant: 'Nothing/can really be
In the midst of such a realization the poet
dispensed
with./The heart needs all.'
suddenly feels nostalgic and remembers a
('Under
Another
Sky'). For one who voluntime which offered a world of possibilities
to him. In a desperate effort to re-enact the tarily chooses a life which is regularly
years of childhood in a world of one's own, haunted by the strange dragon of memory,
Parthasarathy opens the family albmn and there is hardly any piece of advice that can
finds a photograph which carries him to a be offered. But there is another though imworld of fancy. Parthasarathy constructs practicable path which leads one away
images of childhood behaviour which are from the tonnents of the past and to which

42

Bibhu Prasad Padhi

Shiv Kumar commits himself, but which is
hardly less tragic than the other kind of commitment of Parthasarathy. For want of a
better word, it is called 'renunciation':

The easiest path to renunciation
is to paralyse memory's cells,
so that when confronted with a face
from the reservoir of time,
the mind blink; like an idiot,
lacking recognition.
('Recognition')
The past really plays 'tricks of fancy on/the
mind' ( Rakshat Puri, 'Vacant Hours').
past weaves itself into the memories
T HE
of childhood and gets connected with
the celebrations of love, on the one hand,
and the dark reality of death, on the other.
Nothing seems more meaningful than playing with and being played upon by the
pleasures and pains of love, its 'strange
hauntings' ( Kersy Katrak, 'Dadyseth').
Jayanta Mahapatra's 'Egoist' is not content
with 'neat white breasts', 'full savage lips',
Gandhi or President Nixon; but he clearly
remembers etching out a world of love
against the tender background of sunlight:
I just remember
scribbling on a tree
the tender smile of sunrise
a gesture of the soul
another name and mine
etched upon the bark

('The Egoist')
The final lines come with a vernal freshness;
in them the natural objects and the poet's
emotions are scrupulously mixed up in order
to emphasize the dimensions of the experience of love. Such 'finalities' as love brings
are peculiar to love alone and cannot be
defined in other terms:

No matter which way
I go or where I hesitate, I keep coming
To your daily festival.
(Saleem Peeradina, 'Finalities')
If those 'finalities' were something starkly
real, there are 'fictions' about love and its
workings which remain only in a world of
QUEST

fancy; however, both these kinds of experience are equally sincere. Peeradina tries
to evolve a meaning out of a flower and
waits to see how a single natural object
gains tremendously in meaning through its
association with the lovers; it is as if the
lovers have assigned the meanings it is made
to bear: 'Say it is/My giving makes it more
a flower' ('Fictions'). But the very next
moment we find the poet making a confession:

I once held out real flowers
To a girl who wanted love. In time, her
manner
Of taking increased my loss of meaning.
Thereafter
Each failure meant forever gestures to
come through to you.
('Fictions')
It is after all not the flowers that the poet
held out to his beloved but the flower which
they created from their laughter that sustains the meaning of the relationship which
has in the meantime grown between them.
Peeradina seldom defines and asserts an experience; there is an easy traffic between
the actual situation and the imagined wish
of the poet giving rise to a verbal surface
which is refreshing to encounter.
A simple touch of the hand starts an experience which involves the 'dark sphere'
(Parthasarathy, 'Stairs') and which carries
with it the promise of a shelter and a home.
Parthasarathy is transferred to a strange
land after holding the arms of the intimate
one:
A year ago I held
these mils, your arms,

and climbed the stairs (all
marble to my palms)
of your flesh and bone
toward some dark sphere.
. ' ,)
( 'Starrs
Once again, the experience is som.ething
that emerges out of the past with a sad
grandeur of its own: it was the first of the
experiences of its kind and what has followed is only the depressing repetition of the
first. The final line comes both as a conclu-
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sion to all the expmie!lces that have gone
before, but it is also something that shows
the intimate nature of the first love-relationship.
\Vhen love was present in full, it made
one conscious of the limitations that
language imposed on the communication of
secret feelings; it made one accept the impossibility of expressing matters of love in
foreign terms:
you stare at
it long

it will not turn
to
a sentence
or sun.
( Mahapatra, 'Love')
And when love has gone, once again one
faces the problem of idiom and expression
being at the 'the further end of words/ And
the private meaning of language' ( Homi K.
Bhabha, 'Four Poems') . Between these two
phases of living one finds a connection in
terms of an 'error', once again something
difficult to explain against the context of the
fact that the love which held the two people together was much more than a mere
physical intimacy: 'whatever joined my lips
to yours/was not intimacy' (Jayanta Mahapatra, 'Intimacy' ). The small error which
throws the lovers apart can no more be called small, judging from the extent of destruction of both body and mind that it causes;
it has not only expanded itself to the point
of an 'explosion', it has raised love to the
stature of a ritual with all the minute workings that a ritual provokes in man. After
such a falling apart, the relationship needs
a new definition that would hold together
the nature of belonging that is already past,
and the present nature of possession, 'vVhen
the pattern changes/in the dissolve and
redissolve/of perspectives of possession .. .'
( Mahapatra, 'Intimacy' ) and all that remains is 'the faceless equilibrium/of indifferent silence' ('Intimacy' ). During such a
silence one suddenly becomes self-ironical:
A stranger may perceive a trace of past
pain on my face,
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but I will walk the Darjeeling sunshine
with a lionlike grace.
(Shreedevi Singh, 'In the Eye of the Sun')
One realises how delicate and weak that
'lionlike grace' is; it would melt into 'the
Darjeeling sunshine' at the touch of one's
little finger. The poet who mechanically
substitutes the 'lionlike grace' for the unbearable sadness that she carries with her
is only a few paces away from the poet who
is prepared to accept a lie from his beloved
since that would give him a chance to participate in some kind of love: 'Darling/tell
me a lie/that would/be love' ( Mahapatra,
'The Performance'). Both these kinds of
acceptance are rather mysterious.
These poets sometimes feel the necessity
of love having a basis in the starkly physical
relationship. Parthasarathy, who had experienced his transfer into the 'dark sphere'
through a touch of the hand, is sincere
enough to confess the tremendous amount
of excitement that a touch can bring: 'I am
all fingers when it comes/to touching them.
Their fullness/keeps the eyes peeled/with
excitement' (Parthasarathy, 'Rough Passage'). One interesting thing about Parthasarathy's description of a touch is that while
getting ecstatic over a 'touch', he never loses
sight of the source which brought this 'touch'
to him. It makes 'recognition possible' and
achieves a delicate balance of motives:

Touch brings the body 'into focus ,
restores colour to inert hands,
till the skin takes over
erasing angularities, and the four walls
tum on a strand of hair.
(Parthasarathy, 'Rough Passage')
Such an intense experience of sex that
Parthasarathy speaks in parts of 'Rough
Passage' is made to sound more lyrical and
spontaneous in the hands of Pritish N andy,
whose poetry in spite of its looseness of
structure has an incantatory effect and a
tenderness which are so lacking in today's
poetry:
Our nearness a strange shadow that ran
through your eyes. There were no questions asked.
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No answers in the bruised light of dawn.
As
time ran out you returned like the night.
Brute.
Tempestuous. Revengeful clark.
('And silence: flame of the forest')

'Wandering In this Strange Continent'). In
course of time one gets used to it in the
fashion of a determined stoic; however,
this is the end result of a series of such
happenings beginning with the one that
nearly broke one:

The touch is the beginning of belief and
faith between honest lovers; it seals th e
lovers together in a union which death of the
physical body alone can break. Jayanta
Mahapatra believes in the importance of the
wordless silence which reigns all around
when his woman is about to make love to
him:
You walk over
to me without a word,
in the innocent
trimmings
of your clean ruzkedness.
('Poem')

I made myself an expert
in farewells.
An unexpected November
shut the do01· on my face ...
(Parthasarathy, 'Any Father's Son')

The dark goddess of death will teach the
poet how to bear the anguish of life since
she had herself directed the whole show
of fatal accidents, murders, decay and degeneration: 'Wild virgin of death teach me
the fury of the night/ teach me to bleed
and not feel pain teach me to/ suffer the
anguish of words' (Nandy, Wild Horses
Rage In Your Tresses'). Nancly's collecAt such a moment belief has hardly a word
tion Madness Is the Second Stroke contains
to utter and whatever disbelief voices, is
some excellent death poems; their prosaic
closed to a smooth silence by the woman's rhythms breaking into each other in a sheer
embrace. During and after such an act one
confusion caused by the pain of observafeels the homeliness of the satisfaction that
tion, their repetitions of particular words
it brings; one enters a sphere of intimacy ::mel phrases creating an atmosphere of death
after several minor experiences of the clay: and dying, and their intensity-all coI enter her
operate to produce the proper effect. In
the way a boat starved of fresh wate,r spite of their indulgence in rhetoric they
enters a harbour.
have a certain amount of sincerity. What
( Keki Daruwalla, Nandy describes in very generalised terms
'The Night of the Jackels') is done by J ayanta Mahapatra in an exAnd when finally the act is completed, there ceptionally neat manner:
Looking at the faces
is again a silence that subsides the meaner
which held the,ir own lives in shreds
questions of possession and loss.
i realised how death
was being slowly born on the bed.
T is a natural transition from the hopes
( Mahapatra, 'On the Death of a Boy')
and aspirations of the world of love to
the 'arid dominion of death' ( Rakshat Puri,
The difference between the two poets
'Arrangements'). One becomes aware of the becomes plain once we come to the last lines
terrible presence of death as if it sticks to of Mahapatra's poem which bend down like
the skin with the obsessiveness of a leech: the mourning man himself under the weight
'This thing/ wakes me like a hand' ( Maha- of grief and helplessness; we feel that the
patra, 'The Door'). Such change as it brings heart is in the mouth during the pauses and
is so very gradual as to be almost imper- therefore there is little scope for any rhetoceptible: 'rock takes the wind's place'. It rical outpouring:
makes us shed all our hypocrisies and littleDoctors, you know,
mindedness: "When time to die comes
tell your tales tomorrow
friend we are all men/ and equal' (Nancly,

I
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you know.
('On the Death of a Boy')
All deaths are equal, whether it is the death
of an innocent girl who could not sustain
the series of rapes perfonned on her, the
slow death of a lovely boy narrowing down
one's senses to a single moment of reflection and sorrow, or the casual cutting down
of a chicken for an afternoon's meal:

And why should I moan?
Yesterday's chicken meal saw
No less significant a slaughter
( Gieve Patel, 'University')
It could happen in the intimacy of a private
house or in the openness of a Bangladesh
or a Vietnam, but they have at least two
things in common: a death and a prayer to
lead the lonely souls like ours to 'change
our thought' ( Gieve Patel, 'University').
Such a change of thought is not easy to
achieve once we know that 'Death filled the
years, there/was no time to mourn' ( Agha
Shahid Ali, 'Bones'). Jayanta Mahapatra is
bitterly cynical about the sophisticated
p eace negotiators, 'crucified bodies/crying
out/in the hollows of their palms' ( Mahapatra, 'The Peace Negotiators'). So the only
thing to do is 'waiting without alternative'
( Rakshat Puri, 'Arrangements') and even
the prayer for consolation seems to result
in a meaninglessness: 'The years are dead .
I'm/twenty, a mourner in the Mohorrum/
Procession·, mixing blood with/mud, memory
with memory. I'm/still alone' (Agha Shahid
Ali, 'Bones') :
i wish i could believe in some pool of

blood
o1· of holy water
(Deb a Patnaik, 'Poem III' )
The violence that is described in the
poetry of Pritish Nandy or Agha Shahid Ali
takes a peculiar colour in the work of Keki
Daruwalla. The most important reason behind the kind of treatment that violence receives in his hands is his strong social awareness, his nearness to the experience. Though
it looks a bit journalistic at times, his poetry
is without the sentimentality that mars the
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best poems of Pritish Nandy. The only other
poets who come near Daruwalla in toughness and simplicity are Arun Kolatkar and
Gieve Patel. In their poetry there is great
scope for contemplation; however, this contemplation does not come from nowhere
but is the second half of an experience that
was a narrative of facts while it actually
occurred. Direct description and disciplined
contemplation join hands to produce a
poetry that is ruggedly interesting.
women poets writing in English
T HE
have been desperately trying to gain
some ground. One occasionally comes across
a good piece of poetry from them, but it is
only occasionally and most of what they
have produced is only second-rate. Gauri
Deshpande speaks on their behalf in rather
naive terms:
She ( Kamala Das ), and in general all the
women poets must be given credit, however, for coming to terms with the manwoman relationship in blunt, bitter and
concrete terms, where the men still pussyfoot around in metaphor, metaphysics
and roundaboutation. 11
Mere bluntness is not enough to produce
poetry, since poetry cannot be equated with
making noisy demonstrations about the
'relationship' she speaks of. Her words themselves show why it is difficult to appreciate
the bulk of poetry that is being written by
the women poets in this country; to produce
significant stuff these poets should shed
what can be called their exhibitionistic
temper and their complacency, and expose
themselves to a severe self-criticism.
The only woman poet who can he classed
with others as a poet of merit is Kamala
Das. Apart from her expert use of language,
she has a sincerity of feeling and an honesty
of experience that most of the women poets
of Im:lia lack. Such idealised love as they
talk about is so common that any utterance
about it sounds banal; excepting Kamala
Das and a few others, all of them are obsessed with the idea of a love that never crosses
the boundaries of an adolescent impulse.
Here are a few samples chosen at random:
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Come walk with me, walk with me, my
love
there is gold in love.
(Monica Verma, 'Gold')
Love's noose has caught me
By the throat
Tighter and tighter.
(Margaret Chatterjee, 'Lyric Landscape')
Tell me,
where did you land
when you fell out of love?
(Mary Ann Dasgupta, 'Where did You Land')
Most of them show an absence of any development in spite of the fact that everyone
of them has published more than two books
of poetry. They go on singing about love
and betrayal in liquid words that peter out
to vast masses of senseless rhetoric.
Eunice de Souza has referred to the 'subjective eccentricities' and the 'direct, swiftmoving, ironic' language of these poets.4
True, they display a lot of eccentricities and
irony, but whereas a Sylvia Plath or an Anne
Sexton carefully builds up an attitude or a
point of view out of such preliminary
eccentricities following a logic of her own,
these poets with the single exception of
Kamala Das, remain possessed with their
eccentricities as if such eccentricities have
a justifiable place in poetry. Poetry need
not always pride over a profound philosophy
of life, but some kind of an evolution of a
thought or feeling is essential to its composition. Picking out the various threads of
suggestion inherent in a single experience
or assignin~ meaning;s to an apparently
simple and insignificant experience has
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been possible for only a few like Kamala
Das, Mamta Kalia and perhaps Shreedevi
Singh. However, out of some two hundred
poetry titles published by the Writers Workshop, Calcutta for instance, more than fifty
belong to women poets; I think that is good
publicity considerin g the quality of their
product.
poetry in English has reached a
I NDIAN
stage when it cannot be ignored by the
English-speaking readers as amateurish or
pretentious. It is true that the language
makes the poet and there are certain
obvious difficulties involved when an Indian
writes poetry in English; but it is also true
that the poet contributes a lot towards the
creation of a fresh idiom. It is unwise to
argue whether it is worthwhile writing in
English; the more pertinent kind of argument would be whether these poets have
been able to exploit the various resources
of the English language to their own advantage. The poet alone can give shape to
language, which is otherwise formless and
chaotic. I shall end my article with those
fine lines from G. S. Sarat Chandra who
often reminds me of Louis Simpson:
If words
could get up
and walk away
from a page,
would they
in thei1' blackness
find a shape?
and you, my dear page
in your emptiness,
would you sing?
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GANDHI
An Intellectual Assessment

has been the most important
GANDHI
Indian in recent times, and a quarter of
a century after he passed away must be a
suitable point at which his countrymen
could pause to know him better. But he is
a difficult man to discuss and understand,
for though remarkably integrated he is a
complex personality. Popular affection and
political prejudice have exaggerated him one
way or the other, but he stands out in fairly
clear outline for those who care to look at
him.
There are various points from which one
could view Gandhi, and various methods can
be adopted in assessing him. Mere adulation
without understanding is possible and is
quite a popular procedure here. Historically
he can be sized up and said to be a product
of his heredity and environment. The religiophilosophical view, which is Hindu India's
national point of view, can provide him, as
it has done to many before him, a niche in
the temple of saints and supermen; and the
subject will lend itself admirably to such
treatment. But I would prefer, for a change,
to look at Gandhi from an unusual angle,
namely, the intellectual. The intellechml
angle is locally so unfamiliar that it would
need a definition now. It is the point of view
of a person who believes in the adequacy
of the sane adult intellect to understand
any phenomenon and prefers that tool to
any other in his endeavour towards knowledge. The intellectual, however, is honest
enough to admit that the intellect has its
ultimate limitations and is not adequate to

tackle non-rational phenomena. But still
that is one way and for the nonce I propose
to employ that tool and no other.
Tllis intellectual method has its limitations
not only in an absolute and ultimate sense
but in its immediate and secular sense too.
There are persons and events whose nature
can be a-historical and therefore defiant of
secular analysis, and non-scientific and
therefore not amenable to the scientific,
intellectual method. In fact, persons like
Gandhi who stand for values which exclude
science as a value (as the whole of Hindu
scale of values does) will resist this method.
The scientific analysis of a non-scientific
tradition cannot be completely objective; it
is a fundamental question of social epistemology. To put it briefly, understanding what
is not related to understanding is an intellectual impossibility. In a discussion of
Gandhi within a rational framework, i.e., of
the logic of reason and the vocabulary
appropriate to it, the difficulty is one of
accommodating the non-scientific within
the scientific framework and is formidable.
This is the primary difficulty. Then, understanding, apart from reception and retention
of doled out information and permissible
permutations and combinations of these,
does not belong to the Hindu system; and
so to understand what happens therein one
must get out of it. The education which
urges one to get out of the system alienates
one from the Hindu svstem and an alienated person with his c~nsequent bias cannot
objectively understand. So objectivity,
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which is essential to scientific analysis, fails
again. If one succeeded in getting entirely
out of this system he would have absorbed
another set of values; and if from that essential distance he looked at the Hindu system
he left behind and tried to analyse this in
terms of his new values he will be using
inappropriate tools and will certainly misunderstand.
These preliminary observations are necessary to identify th e difficulties inherent in
an intellectual approach to Gandhi and to
show that I am aware of them.
GANDHI was a traditionalist; but as
there ought to be bounds for everything
his traditionalism also had its limits. If he
had not been a public figure and by the
nature of his commitments obliged to hold
a dialogue with the V/est European rulers
of India who were -total strangers to his
native Hindu value system, there would
have been no such limitations. But even as
I said above, Gandhi was not communicating within his own system in which case the
Gita, Rarnanam , etc., would have sufficed,
hut he had to talk politics with the foreigner
and so had to use a language different from
that of his system and speak in terms of
freedom, equality, nationalism, etc., which
were the stock in trade of the other party
to the dialogue. To this extent Gandhi was
alienated and it was this aspect of Gandhi
which the non-Hindu world grasped; while
the Hindu world did not wony about this
aspect of Gandhi it acclaimed him for his
piety, frugality and emphasis on native
values. Thus Gandhi like every \iVesterneducated Indian led a double life, one half
of which tried to talk to the Englishman
and the other half to the Hindu. The assumption of \iVestern values as integral to the
Hindu scheme was a departure from the
true Hindu position but a necessa1y concession to the situation in which he found
himself. So he could never be fully understood bv either. This was a contradiction
in him born of his English education and
non-Hindu experience; but even vvithin the
Hindu that was Gandhi there were essential
contradictions which were only the reflecQl.JJi:ST
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t ions of the contradictions germane to the
Hindu system. He was for kindness and pity
and could be ruthless; he preached poverty
but befriended the rich; he insisted on discipline but did all he could to justify defiance of law and order. These contradictions made him a radical and a conservative, a pro-changer and a no-changer at the
same time. So the debate re: Gandhi's
radicalism can go on endlessly. Of course,
from the Hindu point of vimv they were not
contradictions but different facets of an
integrated totality.
I shall endeavour to show how Gandhi
was a true Hindu but could be mistaken
for a convert to some European idea, because the same word stood for different
things in different systems. For example, it is true to say that he was an anarchist. This word 'anarchist' means different thin gs in the European and Hindu
traditions. To the anarchists of Europe
anarchism is the ultimate condition of civil
society to which at that stage government is unnecessary; while to the Hindu
it is the starting point from where government is deemed undesirable and irrelevant
and must be content with a minimum of
power. Gandhi was an anarchist not because he learnt to be so from European
thinkers but because he was a good Hindu.
To the Hindu the priest is superior to the
prince; in fact, the prince fundamentally
serves the purposes of the priest as Rama
was called upon to serve Vishwamitra. The
debunking of the state is basic to Hinduism.
That the king was a necessity means no
more than that a physical protection of th e
system was needed and a hedge is never
more important than the crop. So to Gandhi
government was contemptible. 'When he
objected to the British Government it was
the substantive which hurt him more than
the adjective while to his followers, that is
most of them who misunderstood and misrepresented him , it was the other way about.
Gandhi's objection to government and his
objection to violence amounted to the same
thing, for government cannot help being
organised power; and power has to be coercive and cannot always be non-violent. It

Gandhi
makes little difference that occasionally
coercion wears the g_arb of persuasion. In
fact, the anarchist in Gandhi was responsible
for the yet unsurpassed following he got
among the Hindus.
An essential feature of Gandhi is his
notion about the 'relationship between
means and ends. A discussion of Gandhi on
this is perhaps best done by comparing him
with Machiavelli. Their general objectives
were similar: they both desired and strove
for a renaissance. Machiavelli wished for
the re-emergence of pre-Christian classical
values and so he was anti-medieval in his
attitude to conventional morals and even
religion. Machiavelli found himself in an
atmosphere which was formal in its religious
authoritarianism but sought redemption
and considerable freedom for the secular
from the religious and even the ethical; so
he had no objection to the use of any means
for the advancement of princely interests;
he wished the prince, evidently to be freed
from the priest, to acquire autonomy; the
ends were what mattered to him. He led to
the European Renaissance by bringing preChristian Humanism to the fore and divorcing politics from formal ethics. He was a
humanist and success-oriented. But Gandhi
was in a different, almost opposite position
in that he was in an India which was threatening to become more and more like the
modern West. He wished to reverse this
trend by reviving ancient Hindu values like
a manual society, a panchayat raj, RamaRajya, a contentment economy and so forth.
Gandhi led to the Indian renaissance by
rejecting the Western secularist interlude
in the history of India and re-establishing
Satya (the Vedic slogan of 'Triumph of
Truth') and Ahimsa (the Buddhist slogan
of non-violence) as against the prevailing
trends of expediency and power, not excluding violence.
So Machiavelli and Gandhi, while they
agreed in regard to a renaissance as a goal
differed in regard to the content of that
goal; while Machiavelli advocated a politics
minus ethics, Gandhi in effect suggested
that the situation emerging from the practice of Satya and Ahimsa is really politics.
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It was surely not success-01iented; it was
rigid on means and the distance to the goal
and even the nature of the goal could be
adjusted to the means so that the means
are a constant while the goal is relatively
less so. Both Machiavelli and Gandhi,
anxious to realise preferred immediate
goals, aspired to a future based on the values
of the remote past.
True, Gandhi was a revolutionary, but
the wheel was revolving in reverse gear to
escape from the stranglehold of Western
glamour. Whether a person is deemed a
revolutionary or a reactionary after all depends on the approved direction in which
one moves.
This matter of means and ends is very
significant in the Indian context. Gandhi,
Nehru and the Indian public have been at
different points in regard to ends and means.
Gandhi strove to achieve native goals like a
panchayati raj and frugal living (though he
also spoke of national freedom, economic
self-sufficiency, emancipation of the lowly as
necessary means for the achievement of the
other essential goals) through native traditional means like non-violent non-cooperation with unbending authority. Nehru
frankly prescribed foreign goals like industrialisation and socialism, tried to create
Western tools like advanced institutes of
modern technology and large factories, and
pass radical social legislation to fit the people to these tasks; and he did not eschew
violence as a value. It will be seen that both
these were integrated in regard to their
means and ends. But the people of India-I
do not mean the vocal, urbanised, alienated,
educated few, but the vast body of 'uneducated' dumb rural masses-somehow have
fondness for Western goals of spiralling
material prosperity but insist on native
means for attaining them. The lack of integration between ends and means even at the
level of aspiration is obvious in the case of
the general rural public in India; and so
neither Gandhi nor Nehru could be completely acceptable to them, for they wanted
Gandhi's means to achieve Nehru's goals
which would be an impossible bargain.
While Gandhi's means attracted the people,

50
Nehru's goals lured them; but they could
follow neither logically. But even so the
popular preference for Gandhi is obvious;
and one would attribute this to the fact that
Gandhi's method would require less effort
and obviate the need to shake' themselves
out of their tradition. But everyone who had
tried to deal with the Indian masses had
realised that they would co-operate only on
their own terms. Hindu, Buddhist, Muslim
rulers, the East India Company, the British
Raj, the leaders of the national movement
and the Govemment of independent India
have all realised this, and so the wiser and
more p~·actical ones among them have left
the people largely to th emselves.
The most important contradiction in
Gandhi was his trying to develop a new
righteousness, a sense of Justice in an unequal society. The sense of equality is the
essence of justice which is blind so that it
cannot see the differences among persons.
The notion of justice is the same as the
golden rule of doing unto others even as one
would wish to be done by. It is in this sense
that Gandhi's sense of righteousness made
Zaehner call him a new Yudhishthira. But
even in the Mahabharata the original
Yudhishthira was less than equal to the tactics of Sri Krishna and the former's righteousness melted before the latter's grace.
Gandhi's intense faith in the Gita rendered
him particularly unfit to be a Yudhishthira;
but that was what he h·ied to be and this
contradiction landed him and his countrymen in trouble. He could never convince
Ambedkar of his consistency in retaining the
caste system and finding a respectable place
for Harijans therein. He was torn between
the infallible inner voice, the conscience of a
righteous man, the loyalty of a good Hindu
to his system and the instincts of a shrewd
politician and, above all, the exigencies of
a complex socio-political situation wherein
he found himself. But he extracted obedience even from intellectuals because they
had all come to believe in the efficacy of his
method; and though the postulate of the
inerrancy of the inner voice made any debate meaningless, the dictates of one man's
conscience became the decisions of many
QUEST
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minds. His commands were like commandments whose validity was self-evident and
in any case was not to be questioned. A
people accustomed to obeying revealed
scripture could be depended upon to accept
him too.

DID Gandhi change anything at all? Or,
did he want to change anything? The
truth seems to be that he wished to check a
certain change that was coming over India
due to 'Western contact and to re-introduce
an older condition-which meant a mere
change from the condition in which he found
India when he assumed its leadership.
When Gandhi took ov~r the leadership of
the national movement in 1920, the country
had seen three things: ( 1) the disappointment caused by the insufficient reward of
the British for Indian cooperation in the
British war effort; ( 2) the inadequacy of
the constitutional concessions made in the
Montford proposals; ( 3) the provocative
Rowlatt Act. All the three constituted sufficient grounds for Gandhi to take over from
the constitutionalists on account of point
two and from the radicals on points one and
thtee. It had been proved by the Bengal terrorists that violent radicalism had failed, and
so non-constitutional non-violence was the
only alternative and it just happened to
represent the Indian tradition remarkably.
That way he could initiate more direct
action than the constitutionalists by taking
politics from the council chamber to the
street corner, and then render the terrorists
ineffective by his non-violence. The psychological coercions in the shape of fasts and
token breaches of law like the collection
of sea water with the intent to make salt,
and extensive damage to the British textile
industry by insisting on khaddar were his
original contributions to the nationalist
struggle, though none of them strictly speaking was unknown to traditional Hinduism.
Fasting was part of the ascetic technique;
indifference to man-made statutory law was
part of the Hindu psyche; and economic
self-sufficiency at the village level was a
feature of village autonomy. Gandhi did not
leave room for much misunderstanding; he
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openly preferred the manual to the mechanical, rural to the urban, ag1icultural to the
industrial, contentment to aspiration, decentralisation to centralisation of administrative authority, diffusion to concenh·ation of power at .the political level, native
Hindi to foreign English, panchayat to
parliament, in short swadharma to paradharma; he was clearly conservative and a
no-changer.
The net advantage was to the constitutionalists, and the terrorists could no longer
terrify. The former could function within
the ~ouncils with the blessings of the
Mahatma as they did in 1937; luckily World
War II obliged them with an excuse for
going back to the streets. Gandhi himself
could not function easily in a conference or
a council, and if obliged to do so as in the
Round Table Conference he treated it like
the Congress ·working Committee.
He changed Tilak's radicalism, Gokhale's
liberalism and Bengali and Punjabi terrorism; he also continuously compelled Britain
to think of further concessions at the political level by merely asking for more from
time to time till he got more than he ever
asked for, i.e., two dominions instead of
one. The British, Jinnah, the Hindu Mahasabha and Ambedkar-all misunderstood
him but the people of India knew they were
the safest in his leadership for he was likely
to change the least, i.e. from their point of
view, and that was what was relevant to
them. Hence he got the biggest following.
That Jawaharlal Nehru also got an impressive following was due to the Indian public being usually reluctant to disown any
man (or woman) in power. Being accustomed to worshipping the gods of a ve1y heterogeneous heaven, it would never appear
to them inconsistent to worship such disparate personalities like Gandhi and Nehru;
but one feels that they were more at home
with Gandhi than ever with Nehru.
Gandhi failed: prohibition, panchayati raj,
decentralisation of executive power, voluntary dissolution of the Congress party,
craft-oriented basic education, freedom for
undivided India, communal amity, abjuration of violence by the Government of India
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at least in settling international disputes
are sufficient to prove his failure. He partially succeeded against the British, but
failed totally against the Indians. The people who failed him completely-being sovereign it was their prerogative to do so-are
not unwilling to use the prestige of his name
to promote their very ungandhian purposes.
It would be sanctimonious to talk about the
spirit of Gandhism having a pervasive influence on post-Gandhian India.
Gandhi failed because he misunderstood
human nature; he was utopian in the sense
that he believed in the existence of that
virtue in human beings which would make
utopias possible. 'The essential goodness of
man' has been repeatedly disproved by experience; hope unsustained by experience
is good for operational purposes but is
historically useless.. 'Power corrupts' is a
truer statement of fact; and no ·social or
political organisation is possible without
power being vested somewhere. Gandhi
was not unaware of this and so he persistently advocated the maximum decentralisation of power. But however organisationally and theoretically decentralised power
may be, it will still vest in certain identifiable hands who under these circumstances will exercise it without responsibility
and use that power to escape the consequences of abuse of power. Again that
satyagraha and non-violence can melt any
opponent's heart is just untrue, for there
can be and are opponents who have no
hearts to melt. Even Gandhi seems to have
confused the desirable with the possible.
But in the case of Gandhi, it would be
wrong to mentidn this failure as of any
significance or relevance. In fact, it is wrong
to talk as if he succeeded or failed. That
may be other people's concern but not that
of the Hindu and certainly not of Gandhi
who was a very good Hindu. For being a
believer in the Gita's values, he could not
be concerned with the fruits of his deeds.
Failure would not deter him, even as success
would not elate him.
Any discussion of Gandhi's contribution to
India's stmggle against foreign rule as well
as against the backwardness of its people
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would be incomplete if one merely thought
in terms of a positive or active contribution. There are certain persons, events and
things which can be useful without
being themselves productive or active-for
example, a danger signal. The signal itself
can never prevent a careless or obstinate
person from running into danger. Gandhi
warned against violence, intolerance, authoritarianism and could only serve as an
example. If neither the warning nor the
example was heeded by his compatriots it
could not be his fault. But for one who
wished to benefit, he surely was there to
instruct. The warnings and examples are
still there for all to know and benefit from
if one cared to. Hence we cannot rule him
out as irrelevant to anyone or at any time.
For all ideas are relevant to all times and
they do not age or date. To India, in fact,
insofar as post-Gandhian ideas and political
behaviour have proved irrelevant to the
needs of the people we could give Gandhi
still a chance; let us not say he is inelevant
to the present times without ever having

given him a chance. He has been irrelevant
factually but he is designed to be relevant.
But India neutralises leadership by either
total ignoring or if one refuses to be ignored,
by worship. It was not inherent in Gandhi
to be irrelevant but it was the situation and
the constituency which made him so. To
Europe which is not averse to trying out
new tools and techniques of social change
Gandhian ways can still be relevant. But if
they are addressed only to the Hindus, it
would be clear that it is not Gandhi alone
who is irrelevant; all individuals, events and
institutions are irrelevant to them so long
as they are within their culture. The very
question of relevance is irrelevant to the
Hindus.
It appears that in a sense Gandhi made
a big contribution to stability and tranquility in the Indian scene and provided civilized guidelines for a non-violent struggle for
political freedom. Gandhi's great contribution lay in his restraining the extremists and
pointing to them a goal of sarvodaya as the '
fruit and justification of national freedom.

If India is ever to be the home of a nation able to keep peace within and guard
the frontiers, develop the economic resources of the country and promote art and
science, then both Hinduism and Islam must die and be born again. Each of these
creeds must be purified and rejuvenated under the sway of reason and science.
-Sir Jadunath Sarkar, A Short History of Aurangzib
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THE TRIBULATIONS OF THE FREE
UNIVERSITY OF BERLIN
The following mticle, reproduced from Minerva (Vol. 13, No. 2), a iournal of science, leaming
and policy edited by the eminent sociologist, Professor Edward Shils for the International Association for Cultuml Freedom, traces the growth and doumfaU ·of the Free University of Berlin.
Indian educat-ionists, particu.larly in Bengal and New Delhi, will fmd it' of specud interest.

~HE

Free University of Berlin ( FU ) was
founded late in 1948 on the initiative of
students ousted, for political reasons, from
Linden University, later renamed the
Humboldt University, in East Berlin. By
that time, it had become evident that, in
East Germany, only three years after the
power of the nazi regime had been broken,
civil and academic freedom had once again
been replaced by totalitarian control, political indoctrination and intimidation by the
secret police. The initiative, therefore, found
wide support among politicians, university
teachers, and journalists in the West. Mayor
Ernst Reuter contributed greatly to the
ultimate success of the effort to establish
this new university. West Berlin was then
just bracing itself for the first severe winter
of a blockade calculated to bring it under
the control of the communist regime which
ruled the surrounding territory. Against
this background, the founding of a university where professors, in the words of the
founding proclamation, were to be given the
opportunity once more to 'teach and do
research without fear and without submission to party doctrines' was a courageous
step. The generous support which the Ford
Foundation, and other American institutions, granted to the new university played
a decisive part in assuring Berliners that

the American government and American
private groups were serious in their sympathy with democracy in the half-city. Half a
year later, the massive and effective airlift
organised by the Western allies convinced
the Soviet Union that the liberal-democratic
regime could not be starved into surrender.
In the years which followed, West Berlin
and its new university, the FU-which was
based on a charter which granted to the
student body self-rule and participation in
all academic decisions-as well as its older
sister institution, the Technical University
( TU), rose to unexpected prosperity and
fame. The Berlin universities not only
attracted thousands of students from many
different countries, but also many eminent
scholars.
Today, after 25 years and a misguided
university reform, the situation has changed drastically. It is quite symptomatic of
these changes that the FU's 25th anniversary on 4 December 1973 was commemorated at three different meetings held
sinmltaneously.
At one, an audience of almost 300
-professors, junior teachers, students,
and citizens-assembled at the town-hall,
Rathaus Schoeneberg, to listen to and discuss Professor Richard Loewenthal's address
on 'Democracy and Freedom'.
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At another, the president of the university, with Mayor Klaus Schlitz and not more
than 100 municipal administrators and
members of the university, gathered for a
buffet dinner in the Berlin Museum 30
minutes distant from the campus by ~otor
car.
On the campus, the Communist Students'
Federation ( Kommunistischer StudentenVerband, KSV) convened about 1,000 members and sympathisers in the main auditorium of the university in the Henry Ford
Building to present ·their version of the
founding of the FU: 'A hand-in-glove affair
between ·US Imperialism and Reuter's
Social Democrats.' The KSV is one of the
groups which, partly operating from rooms
in university buildings, has for a long time
terrorised the campus. Classes have been
disrupted, professors have been attacked
physically, stones have been heaved through
bedroom windows at night, threats like
'You'll be the first to get a bullet in the neck'
have been made, inscriptions on lecture
room walls read 'CIA agent Professor X:
Off campus['-and indeed professors who
have not yielded to the communists' demands have had to hold their classes in their
private homes, or teach somewhere else
away from the campus, because the president of tl1e university has failed to safeguard
their lectures.
In the mid-1960s, after a period of steady
growth and increasing reputation, the FU
became the first university in this country
to be seriously affected by the German
student revolt. Since then, although in most
Western democracies student agitation has
faded and students have returned to regular and responsible academic work, this has
not happ~ned in a number of West German
~P ies tr :1 in Berlin. The FU is a typical
eA.amplb of the dire consequences of the institutionalisation of the student revolt
through legislation enacted by the states in
order to reform the universities. Today, the
FU is no longer an institution of education
and higher learning (Bildung) .and in many
quarters hardly even an institution for
training (Atisbildung ); it has ·become an
instil11tion of permanent agitation on behalf
QUEST

of political fantasies ( Einbildung). The
Technical University has been similarly
affected.
In order to explain how this change has
come about, we will try to answer the following questions: What were the causes of
the German 'student revolt' of the 1960s?
What was the situation of the Berlin universities in the 1960s and what types of reform were necessary? What changes have
been brought about by the Berlin university
legislation of 1969? What are some of its
most severe consequences, politically and
academically? And what opposition is there
to these developments?

Overdue Reforms
By 1967, a university reform designed to
adapt research and teaching t9 the changed
conditions was long overdue. The three
most important problems facing the university were curricular reform, reform of the
teaching staff, and administrative reform. It
was widely thought at this time that universities should widen the range of . the subjects they taught and that they should not
hesitate to make some of them, at least, more
'practical' in their objectives. It was thought
that universities should train young persons
for professions otl1er than the traditional
ones such as the practice of law and medicine, public administration and the clergy.
It was also recognised that there should be
some reform of courses of study which
W()l)ld take into account the wide diversification which German secondary schools
(Gymnasium) have undergone since the
end of the Second World War. Graduates
of secondary schools no longer receive the
same preparation for university studies as
they used to have.
There was also widespread understanding of the necessity of changing the structure of the university teaching profession.
Traditionally, the German professor has
held a post-doctoral degree, the Habilitation, in addition to his doctorate. The German doctorate is more specialised and narrower than its American or British counterpart. It does not, for example, · include
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'comprehensive' examinations in a whole dis- are available-show an increase from 28 to
cipline, as do the degrees of the best Ame- 345. 2 The number of persons actually emrican universities, and requirements of ployed is still higher because posts were
attendance at 'courses' are few. Tile Habili- frequently split between two appointees.
tation has been accepted as proof of con- Since the supervision of tutors was, on the
tinued and successful research on the part whole, minimal, and since tll.torsliips -beof the young scholar, and of his mastery of came the preferred sinecures of functiona discipline.
aries of the groups of radical students, the
Beginning in the 1950s there was a dis- tutorial systen1 in many departments soon
proportionate expansion of the junior mem- developed into a self-styled 'counter-univerbers of the teaching staffs, which previously sity', especially in the humanities and the
had consisted of a limited number of assis- social sciences, including economics.
tants who were young Ph.D.s and whose
If one disregards content and restricts
main task, besides assisting a professor in the analysis strictly .to the numerical devehis duties, was to work towards their own lopment of the staff, it is evident that the
Habilitation. In order to cope with the in- German university has split into two levels,
creasingly large student body/ the FU, for one providing elementary instruction like
every professor newly appointed between American undergraduate colleges, and
1958 and 1968, engaged 2.38 junior staff. another providing advanced teaching and
As a consequence, while the number of training like American graduate and proprofessors increased by 116.8 per cent fessional schools; these two levels are com(from 225 to 488), junior teachers increased bined into a single administrative organisaby 275.6 per cep.t (from 411 to 1,544). This tion. There should have been either a reexpanding junior staff included a high per- form which, while maintaining scholarly
centage of instructors who had not attained standards, would have aimed at a better
Habilitation and who were appointed on balance between professors and junior
permanent tenure. They held the newly teachers, or an actual administrative separacreated rank of akadernischer Rat; their tion into undergraduate colleges and gradumain task was elementary instruction. One ate schools, with permanently appointed
of the main complaints of this new group instructors being the main governing group
was that they were not adequately represent- in the undergraduate colleges.
The institutional separation into an
ed on university governing bodies.
Another characteristic development was undergraduate college and a graduate school
the introduction and ensuing expansion of could have been one possible administrathe group of German-style tutors. They do tive reform. The FU had grown so much
not resemble tutors at British universities in size that the traditional form of academic
but are rather like graduate or teaching self-government through the five divisions
assistants in the United States. The official ( Falwltiiten) had become cumbersome.
figures between 1965-when the programme And at the level of the central university
was launched in order to provide smaller administration, it seemed better to replace
classes to complement large lectures-and the rectorial system, in which the head of
1971-the last year for which officia! figures the university was a professor with a term
of office of one year, by a presidential system
1 While the increase of FU student enrolment
which would bring greater continuity to
from 2,954 in 1948 to 11,295 in 1958 is far above
the office through an incumbent who would
average and reflects the expansion of a newly
combine administrative experience with a
founded, well-endowed university, the J<ise to
firm
grasp of t.he institutional needs of re23,259 in 1972 is proportionate to the general development in West Germany, see Vorlesungsverze- search and teaching.
These necessary reforms have here been
ichnis (Winter 1973-74), p. 9.
- 2 Freie -- Universitat Berlin,
2. ]ahresbericht listed in decreasing order of importance.
1:4.1971c30.9.1972, p. 96:
Now, what changes have actually been
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brought about by the Berlin University reform of 1969?

Participation. Compromise, and
Political Influence
When the University Act was hastily
passed by the parliament of West Berlin in
1969, one of its avowed purposes was to
remove the demonstrators from city streets
and to reintegrate them into the democratic
process. The Act was based on a philosophy
of participation, compromise, and political
influence. In the name of participation, the
professors were stripped of what the selfappointed 'reformers' of 1969 called their
'privileges', but which in fact were hardly
more than adequate working conditions for
highly qualified teachers and investigators.
The basic error of the idea of participation
is paradigmatically reflected in the composition of the newly established 'curricular
committees' which were put in charge of
revising the curricula and setting the
standards for examinations. On the theory
that those who are most immediately 'affected' by a given decision must have the largest
voice in the matter, students were granted
50 per cent of the membership. But who
is affected more than society at large when
the graduates . of its institutions of higher
learning receive their training within the
framework of incompetently constructed
curricula, and are examined according to
standards set by boards consisting of up to
50 per cent of those who are just beginning ·
to explore an academic discipline and who
have little idea of the tasks of professional
practice?
The second principle of compromise was
that the four groups of which a university consists-professors, junior teachers,
students, and non-teaching staff-each had
its own specific interests which conflicted
with the interests of the others. The best
way to conduct a university was to put .all
of them on governing bodies on which none
had a majority. The expectation was that
they would arrive at compromise. It has
since become evident that the level at which
compromises could be reached-if they
QUEST
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could be reached at all-was that of the
lowest common denominator. In other instances, the boards were completely paralysed. But in either case, the time-consuming, acrimonious, and occasionally violent
conflicts which were thus given enduring
form lent themselves to an easy interpretation in terms of the 'class struggle' between
the 'ruling class' of the professors, conveniently confined to a minority position, and
the 'oppressed class' of junior faculty and
students. It is exactly this interpretation
which has helped tl1e communists in the
West German universities to attract sympathisers and substantially to strengthen
their position.
The introduction of politics into the Berlin
universities was thought of by the West
Berlin authorities as a remedy for the
student revolt. Its outcome has been a growing polarisation between ever stronger communist groups and their supporters, on the
one hand, and democratic moderates of all
persuasions, on the other; in all these conflicts , the communists, through organisational skill and aggressiveness, have gained
many advantages. The main changes in
curriculum, staff, and administration which
were initiated in 1969 have taken the following lines:
In the reforms of the curriculum over the
five years which have passed since the new
university legislation was enacted, less has
been achieved in bringing about curricular
changes than in a comparable period under
the former system. There has been hardly
any modernisation and improvement; at the
same time, there has been a massive diminution of standards and an overpowering infusion of ideological beliefs.
The law provided that, over a three-year
period, all junior staff-members who had
received a doctorate with a mark above
average and one or two publications to their
credit were to be 'habilitated' without the
usual requirement of a second book-length
publication, and tl1ey were to be granted
permanent tenure at a professorial rank.
Those members of the junior teaching staff
who held the rank of instructor on permanent tenure were to be promoted to · pro-
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fessorships on permanent tenure without
review of their scholarly or scientific
achievements, provided they had been
'mainly engaged in teaching' (iiberwiegend
in der Lehre beschiiftigt) . Over a certain
period of time, all assistants with a doctorate
of average merit and three years' employment were to be promoted to the newly
created rank of 'assistant professor'; from
December 1973, they were granted the right
to conduct examinations for the degree of
M.A. or the equivalent. The prerequisite for
appointment to a junior teaching post was
lowered from the doctorate to an M.A. or
equivalent-which is less than the prerequisite for secondary school instructors in
Germany who, in addition to an M.A. or
equivalent ( Staatsexamen), must pass a
second, professional examination. 3
As a result of these policies, the composition of the teaching staffs of the West German universities changed markedly within
a few years. The proportion of full professors to those holding other types of professorial posts declined sharply. The proportion of junior teachers with doctorates
in the total corps of junior teachers also fell
sharply.
The vast majority of the junior teachers
were brought very close to the level of
students in their academic qualifications. In
fact, most of the former are still postgraduate students, but as a rule they teach
independent courses of their own planning.
This is one of the reasons why students and
junior faculty members frequently join
forces on university boards.
The main focus of the Berlin university
reform was on the administrative structure.
A university parliament ( Konzil) was
created; it consisted of 33 professors, 33
junior teachers, and 33 students, as well as
15 representatives of the non-teaching staff.
3 There have always been some junior faculty
members with less than a doctorate, depending on
special requirements-e.g., language instruction,
practical training in the experimental sciences or
in the law school-or on exceptional individual
arrangements.
4 DM 631.8 million (Abend, 14 July 1973, and
1\forgenpost, 15 November 1973).

(The composition was later changed to 48;
48; 48; 20.) Its main tasks are the election
of the president and the vice-presidents and
the passing of by-laws. After the election,
in 1969, of 31-year-old Rolf Kreibich-an
assistant who had not finished his doctoral
thesis-as first president of the FU, the
university parliament relapsed into internecine struggles and very frequently it could
not even raise a quorum.
President Kreibich, who received the
votes of only two professors, has been anything but a forceful and dynamic leader.
He has, in fact, become the prisoner of the
extreme wing of the coalition to which he
owes his election-an assortment of leftist
liberals, socialists, leftist socialists, orthodox
communists, Maoists, and Trotskyites. Whatever administrative experience he now has,
he gained while presiding over the decline
of his now huge institution, which has an
annual budget of $ 250 million. 4
The second central governing body created by the University Act of 1969 is the
university senate. This consists of l l professors, six junior teachers, five students,
and two members of the non-teaching staff.
Its function is to supervise administrative
and academic decisions, but the president
has many by-ways to circumvent its rulings.
At the lower levels, the five divisions (Fakultiiten) into which the FU was subdivided,
were reorganised to form 24- later 21depart:ments. Each is governed by a committee ( Fachbereichsrat) of 15-seven professors, four junior faculty members, three
students, one member of the non-teaching
staff. In matters of research, the departmental committee has to consult a research committee consisting of five professors, three
junior faculty members and one student; in
matters of teaching and examinations, it
might consult a curricular committee of 12
-six students, three junior faculty members,
and three professors. Up to November 1973,
when an amendment to the University Act
was passed, the departmental committee
was unable to override decisions made by
the two committees in their respective areas
of competence with a two-thirds majority

5S:
unles~ its own decision was made by a
majority of two-thirds.
·
The composition of the various bodies
shows that, for ex_ample, in curricular matters, the curriculum commission .can .very
easily win a two-thirds majority for 'progressive' decisions, such as decisions which
would alleviate what is called the 'pressure
for performance' exerted upon students. It
is, on the other hand, virtually impossible
to find a corrective two-thirds majority in
the departmental committee. In the four
years during which this possibility existed
it ... was amply :used to : lower curricular
standards, to devise 'altern9-tive curricula',
which are usually Marxist, and to introduce
doctrinaire · elements into the regular curricula. Since the amendment of 1973, it has
become somewhat more difficult to achieve
these ends, since the decisions of the committees are no longer binding on the departmental committee. Nonetheless, the reorganisation of the teaching staff offers ample
new opportunities for the radicals. Many
departments are now already governed by
'progressive' majorities. In the middle of
1974, the depaitments of law, economics,
philosophy and · social sciences, education,
classics, political science, German, modern
languages and literature, fine arts and music,
and biology were all governed by departmental committees with 'progressive' majorities.
One result has clearly emerged from this
hurly-burly. The administrative reforms
have been very costly, both in time and
money. Experts at the TU have calculated
that, as compared witl1 the former system,
the time spent in committees ha~ increased
by 270 per cent, and the costs of the new
form of administration, at their university,
have risen by 280 per cent. 5 Since the administrative changes at the FU are essentially the same, there is no doubt that expenses here have risen proportionately. lt
would be well if the efficiency of the universities had increased in like measure.
5 See Mitte.ilungen des Hochschulverbandes, 19
(December 1971), p. 258.
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The Changing Political
Composition· of the Four Major
Strata of the University of Berlin
The .students and assistants who promoted the protest movement. at the FU in the
late 1960s at first regarded themselves- as
in many other Western countries-as 'radical democrats', and later, as part of an 'antiauthoritarian new left'. Adhering to the
idea of a basically humanist revolution, their
heroes were Che Guevara and the mobilised
zealots of China's 'Red Guards' during the
high tide of the Cultural Revolution. Theirs
was a 'revolution by theatre without a script',
highly spontaneous, and conducted by informal and short"lived organisations. One
of the main features of the political development at the FU during the past four
years has been the transformation of this
amorphous 'new left' into a rigorously organised, orthodox, neo-Stalinist 'old left' of
pro-Soviet persuasion. Among the communist and pro-communist groups within the
FU, four main trends prevailed throughout
the years. There were, first of all, 'new left'
circles of anarchist, Trotskyite, and Maoist
beliefs. While they dominated the leftist
student movement in the late 1960s, they
have now dwindled to small and unimportant cliques. They hardly count any longer
in campus politics, and .. their total disappearance is probably only a matter of
time. Nevertheless, one of these circles, the
Trotskyite group ( Gruppe Intemationaler
Marxisten, GIM), still produces some theoretical writings of limited influence.
Out of the new left, there has grown up
a rather violent palreo-Stalinist organisation
which has adhered strictly to the tactics and
terminology used by the Communist International between 1928 and 1934. This is
the Kommunistischer Studenten-Verband
( KSV.) Between 1971 and 1973, this group
was extremely active in promoting and practising violence against individual teachers,
and in the disruption of classes and examinations. By November 1973, it was still
strong enough to convene about 1,000
students for its propaganda rally in the
main auditorium. Its actual .membership;
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however, is decreasing, as is its voting power
on .committees.
Parallel to the KSV, another-less Stalinist
and more Leninist-group developed which
called itself the Marxist-Leninist University
Group. Since autumn 1973, it has been renamed the Kommunistische Hochschulgruppe ( KHG). This group has often disrupted classes, but while it also supports
armed revolution, it officially denounces
individual terrorism. Its following is decreasing, too, yet it remains somewhat
stronger than the KSV and serves as a link
between the new and the old left. The 'old
left' found its organisation, when, in February 1971, the Aktionsgemeinschaften von
Demokraten und Sozialisten (ADS) were
established with the large participation and
under the leadership of the student organisation of the Sozialistische Einheitspartei
Westberlin (SEW) a branch of the ruling
political party of communist East Germany.
Ever since, its strength has been increasing
and its 'action groups' now control almost
60 per cent of the leftist st!!dents. They cooperate very closely with another circle,
which calls itself the Sozialistischer Hochschulbund ( SHB). Together, these two formations represent four-fifths of the leftist
students. Late in 1973, the communists
created a similar 'front organisation' for
faculty members, the Demokratische Hochschule ( DH), and they also succeeded in
infiltrating the FU campus branches of the
influential Gewerkschaft offentliche Dienste,
Transport und Verkehr ( OTV), and the
Gewerkschaft Erziehung und Wissenschaft
( GEW). These are trade unions, respectively, of government employees and
teachers. Thus, the representatives of East
Germany's ruling party have been able to
secure support from a sizeable portion of
teachers and of non-teaching staff as well.
The great intensity of political preoccupation on the FU campus and the associated
trends among professors, junior faculty
members, students, and non-teaching staff
becomes clear if we compare the results of
the elections to the temporary university
parliament, which made Mr Rolf Kreibich
president of the University in November

1969, with the most recent elections for the
university parliament in early February 1974
(Table I).
The gains of the communists and other
leftists are the result of the appointments
policy of the past four years. During this
period the number of professors has risen
from 494 to almost 1,000 and a sizeable portion of the new appointments have gone to
communists and their leftist supporters. In
the case of younger university teachers at
the lower levels, the radical movement is
even more pronounced (Table II).
TABLE I
Political Attitudes of Professors on Pernwnent
Appointment (1969 and 1974)
Tendency

November February
1969
1974
per cent
per cent

Moderates,
conserviltives,
and liberal centrists
Left liberals and
reform socialists'

Index
Figure
1974
1969=100

84.3

52.7

63

15.7

17.8

113

Communist and
other leftists

0

20.4

2040

Not clearly definable

0

9.1

910

Source : Compiled from official election returns
published by the office of the president of the FU.
TABLE II
Political Attitudes of ]tmior Faculty MembersAssistant Professors, and Teaching Assistants(1969 and 1974)

Tendency

November February
1974
1969
per cent
per cent

Index
Figure
1974
1969=100

Moderates,
conservatives,
and liberal centrists

35.8

20.6

58

Left liberals and
'reform socialists'

33.4

40.1

120

Communist and
other leftists

30.8

36.6

125

0

0.7

170

Not clearly definable

Source: Compiled from official· election returns
published by the office of the president of the
FU.
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The changes in these ranks are also entirely the result of the appointments policy
in the departments.
When, in February 1974, the moderate
students again won the same percentage of
votes which they had secured in 1969 this
constituted a remarkable success. In the
elections for student representatives in the
summer of 1973, their share had declined
to 13.1 per cent. Whether this indicated a
reversal of recent trends has not yet been
established. Evidence against this interpretation is the fact that student representatives
connected with the orthodox communists
(SEW) won only 14.5 per cent of the votes
in November 1969, with 28.3 per cent going
to new left and palreo-Stalinist groups,
while in February 1974, the front organisations of the SEW-the ADS and the SHEtogether secured 50.3 per cent of the student
vote, and the new left groups only 12.3 per
cent. Similar changes may be observed
among the non-teaching employees of the
university. The remarkable gains of communists and other leftist groups are mainly
the result of the appointments policy followed in the departments.

The Academic Costs of the
Radical Movement

Domes and Fmnk
study of Das Kapital and other texts of
Marxist and Leninist writers. Some curricula have been rewritten in ways which permit students to go through a complete
course of studies in classes which offer
Marxist doctrine instead of scholarly instruction. Particularly in such fields as political
science, journalism, psychology, sociology,
German and other modern languages and
literatures, but also elsewhere, FU institutions have become channels through which
communists and their supporters propagate
their beliefs.
The training of teachers has also been
affected. In an effort to stop the decline of
standards, the regulations pertaining to the
teachers' q~alifying examination, which in
Germany is organised by the state, were
changed in the summer of 1973. Recent reports have shown that the law school has
also been heavily affected by introductory
Marxist-Leninist propaganda presented
through the medium of regular university
courses.
On . the other hand, · departments like
medicine and history have withstood demands by students, and the curricula there
have been least affected. In the sciences,
too, where data do not so easily yield to
doctrine, the decline of standards and of
performance is not so noticeable. Yet the
large number of committees, endless political debates, and intimidation and stress
have seriously hampered medical teaching
and research. The annual output of research
has dropped sharply. For those who still
publish, it has become increasingly difficult
to meet deadlines; as early as 1971, a group
of academic publishers brought this development to public notice. It is for such
reasons that many highly qualified teachers
leave the Berlin universities (Table III).

The policy of lowering requirements
pursued by those who have not yet passed
examinations, and who previously had little
role in academic authority in the FU, has
been quite successful. In many areas, 'team
examinations' and 'team papers' are now
permissible, and interim examinations have
frequently been replaced by unassessed
'consultations'. The advising of students by
communist groups has become the rule.
Manipulation and cheating at examinations
are increasing and intimidated professors
TABLE III
with an all-too-human lack of courage are
inclined to give higher grades, so that in Number of Full Professors Resigning from the TV
some departments an 'A' now has about the
1 Oct. 1963-30 Sep. 1968
10 (in a 5-year period)
value of a 'C' of some years ago.
1 Aug. 1969 "-31 Dec. 1971
29 (in 2 years,
In various subjects, but particularly in the
5 months )
humanities, there has been an inundation
of curricula with compulsory 'political eco- "The University Act became effective on 1 August
nomy' courses, i.e., a chapter-by-chapter 1969.
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In the two years after the enachnent of
the Berlin University Act, 35 full professorships were filled at the TU; not a single one
of the successful candidates had previously
held a full professorship. Twenty-three persons declined to accept a full professorship
to which they were invited at the TU; of
these 13 did not hold a comparable position
at the time of their refusal. Fourteen TU professors declined a call to some other university in this period; in the two years between
1 October 1965 and 30 September 1967, 20
persons declined invitations to professorships at other universities.
The situation at the FU is less clear-cut.
But there is no doubt that in the medical
school, the new forms of 'politicised' administration have begun to interfere with
medical treahnent. Giving this fact as the
exclusive reason, professors have left, and
others have refused to accept appointments
at the FU. As a result, the number of vacancies is disproportionately high. 6 Most recently, a number of head nurses and other
persons in positions of responsibility have
given notice of intention to resign, citing
the deteriorating medical service as the
reason for their resignation. It is beyond
doubt that both in the medical school and
in the rest of the FU, the number of truly
renowned scholars who do come to Berlin
is smaller than it used to be.

The Politicization of the
Social SCiences
The introduction of political criteria in
appoinhnents to teaching posts has been
one of the major developments at the FU
since the passage of the University Act of
1969. This started first in the deparhnent
of political science and in the deparhnent
of philosophy and social sciences; it is in
these two deparhnents that it has reached
its largest proportions. The department of
philosophy and social sciences is firmly in
the hands of communists and their supporters. Of the 49 professors on permanent
6 Cf. ·the documentation in Notgemeinschaft:
Zahlen und Fakten ( 3 November 1972); Erster
Medizinerbrief (3 July 1972) ; Zweiter Medizinerbrief ( 7 May 1973).
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tenure, 20, or 41 per cent supported procommunist candidates during the elections
in February 1974 for the university parliament. Eight voted for leftist liberal and reform socialist candidates, while the others
just kept quiet. Among junior faculty members and students, there were only communist or pro-communist candidates.
In the department of political science,
better known as the Otto-Suhr Institut
( OSI), a statute introducing Drittelparitiit
-i.e., equal representation .of professors,
junior faculty, and students on the departmental committee....:was passed in the summer of 1968, one year before the Berlin
University Act went into effect. Ever since,
great number of the new appointments
have gone to communists and other leftists
who, since 1970, have had a firm majority
in the departmental committee. In a number of cases, a communist or leftist candidate \vas given preference over other applicants with higher qualifications but less
extreme political views. This has led not
only to a distinct change of the level of
academic qualifications among the teaching
staff, but also to a steady rise in the influence of the extreme left.
Whereas in the autumn of 1968, none of
the professors of the OSI belonged to the
communist and pro-communist left, there
were five, or 18.5 per cent, five years later.
In 1968, only five, or 18.5 per cent, of the
assistants could be considered as communist
or pro-communist; in late 1973, there were
37, or 45.7 per cent. Altogether, the proportion of communists and their supporters on
the teaching staff of the osr has risen from
12.5 per cent in 1968, to 37 per cent in 1973.
These figures do not yet include professors
and assistants who simply yield to the
dominant trend rather than oppose it.
The communist and pro-communist members of the teaching staff cooperate closely
with the communist student groups, and in
many cases, particularly in political science,
they give high grades to those students who
share their political views. Hence, in a number of departments, a student joins or at
least goes along with the communists if he
wants to obtain high marks in his studies.

a
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Opposition Movements on behalf versity, however, the Liberale Aktion is
everywhere in the minority. With its supof Academic Standards and
porters among assistants and students, it
Academic Freedom
In response to communist infiltration and
the consequent deterioration of academic
standards, the forces of opposition against
these trends have become more active than
they are in more quiet universities. On 13
December 1969, a group of professors and
assistants established the Notgemeinschaft
fi.ir eine freie Universitat. When it was
founded, this organisation had 49 members.
By February 1970, there were 70, and by
February 1975, there were 561. From the
beginning, the N otgemeinschaft has made
it a policy to accept as members not only
professors and assistants, but also students
and non-teaching staff, as well as concerned
persons without university affiliations, whether from West Berlin, West Germany, or
abroad. Members of the Notgemeinschaft
participated actively in the formation of the
Bund Freiheit der Wissenschaft (BFW), 7
which is now an influential lobby on behalf
of institutional guarantees for academic
freedom in West Germany. The Notgemeinschaft is part of the BFW, and is at this time
its strongest local section.
But opposition against the prevailing
tretids at the FU did not remain confined
to the Notgemeinschaft. In 1970 and 1971,
a number of professors and assistants who
had originally supported the Berlin brand
of 'university reform' became more and
more disillusioned and disaffected. Together
with professors who had since come to
Berlin, they formed a number of smaller
circles which, by late 1971, had combined,
with the Notgemeinschaft, to form a coalition called the Liberale Aktion. This loose
organisation, which now also includes many
individuals not aligned with any of the
founding groups, obtained a large maj~rity
among the professors in the two electiOns
for the university senate in December 1971
and December 1973. Because of the 'parties'
on the decision-making boards of the Uni7

See, Ruegg, Walter, 'The Intellectual Situation

in German Higher Education', Minerva, XIII, I

( Spdng 1975 ), pp. lb3-120.
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now holds 10 of the 24 seats in the university senate, and seven of the 11 professorial seats. While the strength of the
Liberale Aktion among professors has decreased as a result of the staffing policy in
many departments, there was a remarkable
increase in the strength of the democratic
student groups in 1973. Now the number of
students dissatisfied with Marxist agitation
and interested in their academic studies is
once again on the increase.
This new tendency is particularly evident
from the change in the student vote for the
departmental committees from late June
1973 to that for the university parliament
in February 1974.
The recent changes in students' allegiances result mainly from the assistance and
support given by Liberale Aktion and the
Notgemeinschaft. It is too early, however,
to say whether this counter-attack against
extreme leftism will prevail. It is primarily
the academic appointments-especially to
posts conferring tenure-which will be decisive in the development of the FU for a
long time to come. It will take a very long
time to undo the effects of the use of political
criteria in appointment. Political criteria
were freely and successfully used in a period
of great expansion; the counter-attack on
behalf of academic, intellectual criteria has
to be made in a period of very slow expansion.
Hence if the FU is again to become a
normal institution of higher learning, it will
take many years. In the given political situation, it will also require numerous amendments to the University Act of 1969, so that
administrative structures can be created
which are more resistant to 'political' consideration and more conducive to appointments which will cultivate responsible scholarship and teaching. Except for the changes
incipient in the attitude of some of the students, there is little indication that the trend
of recent years has been reversed. Howe
ever, in the past 12 months, two contradic-
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tory trends have been visible at the FU. On
the one hand, the leftist liberals have occasionally cast their votes with the mo-derates
rather than with the leftists. This has resulted in the election of two vice-presidents
from the Liberale Aktion and the 'reform
socialists', whereas previously two of the
three vice-presidents had been leftists.
The significance of this occasional realignment must not be overestimated. Only
recently the highest court in Berlin, the
Kammergericht, has upheld a ruling of the
lower court in which it was stated that the
president of the FU 'partly by the us e of
massive pressure, supported various departments in their policy of preferring leftist
applicants for appointments to the teaching
staff', and that the 'legal staff of the President's Office, partly by employing threadbare arguments, does not hesitate to reinforce the manipulation practised by the

extremists'. Similarly, the Kammergericht
in another decision found that it was 'truthful and appropriate' to describe the FU's
John F. Kennedy Institute for North American Studies as an 'Institute for antiAmerican Studies', which 'is more or less
at the mercy of the Action Group of Democrats and Socialists (ADS), a front organisation controlled by the East German
Communists'. Against the opposition of
Professors Baring, Brumm, Frank, Krakau,
and Lenz, the 'junior teachers, student representatives, and auxiliary staff have used
their majority on the governing body of the
Institute to present a caricature of the
United States in the interest of Soviet policy towards Europe'.
These observations show that the restoration of the FU as a university in which
honest scholarship is conducted is still only
a remote possibility.
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HOME THOUGHTS FROM ABROAD

is unusual even for a divine being
T HIS
of Parameswara Sri Dionysus's unique
type. In India, he has a laugh-hate relationship with his o-vvn country; abroad, he says,
'Oh, to be in India now!'. All this after a
profound culture-shock in that science fiction land which claims to be democracy's
strongest bastion and proves it to itself by
containing maddening contrasts. A friend
in India suggested to me that I write a
heavily sarcastic piece on American academics for a start. Imagine an alumnus of
Bombay University having the cheek to do
that sort of thing.
However, being comfortably lodged in a
beautiful mid-Western university town and
spending most of one's time on the campus,
one could begin to describe the environment. Every second person in this town is
a student. Most of them dress alike. I
thought that only people in mainland China
dressed alike. That was ignorance. Most
people also seem to think alike, barring the
intellectuals. And nearly a quarter of the
academics I have met so far here are happily
self-exiled, causing brain-drain elsewhere.
Partly it is the money, partly the combination of leisure and working facilities. Being
interested in literature, one peeped into the
workshops: workshops in poetry, fiction and
translation. Educated illiteracy still prevails
here among a majority of students. I attended a few translation classes where students
of Chinese, Japanese, Spanish, German,
Russian, French and other languages worked out word-for-word translations of poetry,
then processed them further to write linefor-line translations and finally proceeded

to produce finished versions. The concept
was interesting but nobody asked any basic
qu estions (such as Dr R. B. Patankar raises
in the infinitely less equipped classroom in
Bombay) like whether translations are indeed possible and if so, in what sense and
how. Nobody discusses comparative stylistics or prosodic analogues. More amazing,
nobody tries to see the cultural ecology of
the original poem. In the creative workshops, the conflict is between the teacher's
professionalism and the students' notion
that art is the ultimate permissive arena.
The stress everywhere seems to be on the
quantity and variety of information and not
on methods of processing it. This could be
true in all the humanities. I have not yet
found out.
One should not, however, look a gift horse
in the mouth. But the Americans, even as
one's hosts, almost beg to be criticised. They
have a tendency to torture themselves with
endless self-doubt. In homeopathic doses,
self-doubt keeps a society healthy. In India,
self-doubt is decreasingly heard of. Americans have too much of it. When I pointed
out what I felt were the lacunae in the
system, it was welcomed and not defended
even for the sake of quibbling.
I have been disappointing many people.
Transcendental Meditation thrives here and
so also do minor fom1s of mysticism which
have a built-in consumer appeal. When I
say that I know no yoga, cook no curry, am
not God, cannot perform the rope trick, and
hate the hierocratic structure of Hindu
society and the hypocrisies of the average
Hindu personality, somebody usually whis-
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pers that I am too occidental. However, my
readings of translated Indian poetry, usually Marathi poetry, have been received very
well. This was, initially, an awe-inspiring
task because I had to compete with Spanish
American, European, Chinese and Japanese
poetry which is already better known and
popular. That Marathi was a dialect of
Hindi or Tamil was the first myth I had to
explode. That India had several major
language-cultures was another shock to my
audience. And that Sri Jnanadeva was a contemporary of Dante Alighieri and as great
a poet made everybody sit up more attentively. Tukaram, the 17th-century saintpoet, made great sense to them even in
translation. Examples of Dalit poetry and
a brief history of the struggle of the Dalits
from Jotirao Phule to Namdeo Dhasal and
Raja Dhale created immense interest among
the blacks. Culture and society in Maharashtra since the 19th century and its relationship with creative writing, even in a sketchy
resume, fascinated people. I refused to
speak about the future, rather doggedly, and
avoided embarrassing questions, which was
painful since I am not used to any inhibitions in discussions. Sometimes, I almost
sounded chauvinistic to myself and often
a trifle too optimistic about an impending
cultural renaissance in India provided we
grew more food, which we can and perhaps
will when we stop pursuing irrelevant
technologies and obsolete methods. I had
to be ambivalent and did not get trapped
into developing alternative scenarios of our
future.
A majority of Americans work hard for a
living and many students here do. Everyone
who works is paying instalments on something or the other and should anyone become jobless, he would probably be stripped
of many amenities and end up with negative
assets. Borrowing from the future is the
keynote of the American lifestyle and it is
based on the belief that the economy eternally expands. Thank God, nobody has
decisively proved yet that the second law
of thermodynamics applies to economics.
Yet the price paid in term of mass neuroses
seems to be massive already.
QUEST
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Talking of equality, I have made many
black friends here and the other day one
of them, who I thought was white, showed
me his driving license. It had a column for
race much like our own columns for religion
and caste. And next year, this nation will be
200 years old. Yet there is healthy anger, a
true awareness of social equality and that
it needs to be proudly asserted, a sense of
delight in dissent, a sense of being always
in the melting pot, a need for cultural
diversity and plurality, a pride of ethnocultural roots. And they can laugh at their
politicians and criticize them. Nixon produced the catharsis they required. Now
Congress seems to be getting more determined to prevent presidential abuse of
power. The CIA is in the docks. Virtually
every policy pursued during the last decade
is being publicly debated. Next year should
be very interesting here. Some non-American could do another Alexis de Tocqueville,
perhaps in a journalistic form and also presenting the contrasts that make America so
fascinatingly alive, preferably in a candidcamera style.
Yet home thoughts come back. Every
seventh man in the world is an Indian. And
yet seven Indians could live on what one
American eats and wastes every day. Tme,
we have not as many natural resources.
True, we have pretty little to offer to the
rest of the world after insufficiently distributing what we produce. Yet agriculture
could be our only hope economically,
socially and environmentally. Looking at
the stacks of food in the supermarkets here
and paraphrasing Napoleon Bonaparte, of
all people, I begin to think that a nation
marches on its stomach. We need some
food, even for thought.
It is also fascinating to be watching this
with fellow-writers from East European
socialist countries, Latin American and
African dictatorships, Western European
democracies, and indescribable Asian countries. A Bulgarian poet spell-bound by TV
commercials, a Hungarian delighted to
drive his own American car and almost forgetting to write short stories, an Indonesian

playwright falling in love with the gladia-

Comment
torial war-game of American football, a
Kenyan basking in female sexual attention,
a Costa Rican-mad as Rimbaud-writing
seven prophetic poems in a single week
while his stereo plays American music 24
hours a day, a Greek fiction-writer looking
for edible food in a place where food is
either purely functional or very expensive
if one dares to step into restaurants ... and
a Yugoslav exclaiming that Americans have
so much freedom that they have forgotten
what it means. Then there is the Englishman, playing the self-deprecating cousin to
the local Anglo-Saxons who think that the
English have an exquisite style; the Mexican
who bemoans that Mexico is already copying the consumer culture of the US; the
West German who merely watches and
smiles; the Brazilian who attends every concert and film festival; and the South Korean
who shuts himself up in his aparhnent and
writes lyric poems. vVe converge and we
separate, living in the same apartment
building and doing our weekly shopping together, using the same transport. The
Frenchman from Brittany, a poet who has
won many awards and is a Breton nationalist,
enjoys his shopping because he enjoys his
cooking. It is in the foodstores that our cultural identities reveal themselves. Foodstores here have raw material and precooked food that could go into any dish
from any part of the world. At first, I was
frightened. Then I imagined a riot in the
foodstore : Asians, Africans and Latin Americans suddenly transported from their
native countries into this kind of foodstore.
Would it be like the Bastille? I don't think
so. We are decent people. We would only
be ashamed of ourselves. And our theoreticians, with their anorexia and ulcers, would
only make non-appetizing speeches on how
the Third World is robbed while America
eats its succulent steaks. F ood is a tricky
subject. Few intellectuals retain the instinct
for it though they may occasionally talk
about it like the cognoscenti. I love food,
yes. But I would like to eat it at home, please.
I have already decided to dedicate one
epic to Mr Jagjivan Ram and a haiku to

67
Mr Sharad Pawar (at least) before I return
to India and Maharashtra.

ON DALIT POETRY
Q~E

of the continui~g debates in Marathi
hterature today 1s centered on the
claim that there is a distinct literature produced by the subculture of the oppressed
castes. This is a factual dispute but many
people are led into conceptual confusion by
it. There is no doubt that there is a Dalit
subculture; the Dalits do have distinct traditions in folk theatre and music, distinct styles
of cooking, distinct dialects, distinct gestures
and manners of speech. But all the Dalits do
not share a single subculture, for their subcultures again vary according to caste (or
subcaste) and region. What has emerged as
D:;tlit literature today is distinguished by the
growing consciousness of the politics of
culture in a hierocratic society where the
dominant elite imposes its own culture
norms on the rest, whether crudely or
subtly. Thus, Dalit literature is united only
on the broad level of protest against cultural colonisation and also against social
tyranny and economic deprivation. There is
no single aesthetic ideology or politics of
literary taste which binds Dalit poets.
The best Dalit poet writing today is
Namdeo Dhasal, more famous today as a
leader of a faction of the Panthers. He is
already a major poet. But the complexity
and sophistication of his work would hardly make him a folk poet even if that term
is stretched. The same can be said of poets
like F. M. Shin de or Keshav Meshram.
Meshram, incidentally, has written two of
the best novellas I have seen in Marathi in
recent years. On the other hand, there is
the less complex, more direct, but excellent
work by a young poet like Vaman Nimbalkar. The only Dalit poet who could claim
to be a contemporary folk poet of some
strength is Chokha Kamble, who has written
a long narrative poem which is simple and
yet has an unusually refreshing idiom.
This issue gets confused because the
Dalit writer is self-conscious in two different ways at the same time and sometimes,
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only sometimes, can he integrate both types cultured in a universal sense to have the
of self-consciousness. The Dalit writer is primitive autonomy and naivety of folk
conscious of centuries of apartheid and con- literature. I would even say that most of the
tinuing social injustice and feels that he leading Dalit poets writing in Marathi toshould defy it through his writing, docu- day are more self-consciously skilled as
ment it in his work, arouse his brothers. His writers than most other Marathi writers.
material is unique. But then the Dalit writer The confusion is the same as with communist writers. Vinda Karandikar, a Maris also self-conscious as a writer, perhaps
xist, transcended naive notions and simplieven more so than his caste Hindu counter, stic message-mongering to produce even his
part. He is not uninfluenced by Marathi best socio-political poems. So does Narayan
literature and that includes even modern Surve or did Sharadchandra M uktibodh
Marathi literature. He is also influenced by earlier. From Mayakovsky to Neruda, the
other literatures, sometimes directly but best Marxist poets have transcended ideooften indirectly. The conceptual blueprint logical consciousness. Only in their bad
of his work, its structural norms, the devices work does the Hag show up and the slogan
and the techniques his work employs have open its unmusical mouth. For that matter,
less Dalitness or even nationality than he the best-known communist poet today, Mao
assumes. His vocabulary and idiom may Tse-tung, himself writes poetry in the clashave a unique Dalit character. His world sical Chinese tradition though, of course,
may have a unique life-texture and environ- he admonishes lesser communists and lesser
ment. But the aesthetic intelligence he poets in China (that is everybody else) to
possesses is already too sophisticated and write more directly and simplistically.
D.
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Notes

1. INVITATION TO A BEHEADING
A Psychologist's Guide to Assassinations in the Third World

THE

relationship between an assassin
and his victim is deep and enduring.
Death only openly and finally brings them
together. Of course, there are tyrants who
turn virtually everyone in a country into a
prospective assassin and leaders who build
bastions against their assassination in the
minds of men, thereby reducing the circle
of prospective assassins to the microscopic
group of hired sociopaths and the mentally
ill. Emperor Nero belonged to the first category and Martin Luther King to the second.
There is also the special case of rulers who,
by the consent of the majority, are tyrannical
within the country and, to the extent they
get the chance, in the world outside. Their
pathology leads to collective suicides rather
than individual assassinations. Adolf Hitler
is the hackneyed but glaring example of
the species.
But such leaders are hardly typical. There
is a much broader range of situations where
the ruler is popular and charismatic but,
propelled by his inner drives, prepares the
ground for his assassination. In such cases
there is a close fit among the motivational
imperatives of such a man, his attempts to
remould the polity after his own psychological needs, and the type of invitation he
extends to his potential assassins.
The first characteristic of such a ruler is
an inability to trust deeply and wholly.
Though his flamboyant style may hide it for
a long t'me, he lives in an inner world
peopled by untrustworthy men. Even when
he trusts some, it is transient. A chain of

lieutenants come in and go out of his favour
in a fashion reminiscent of people getting in
and out of a railway compartment. The ruler
suspends this suspiciousness only in the case
of his family members, men recruited from
outside politics to act as 'commissars', and
politicians who have no independent bases
and are fully dependent on him.
Now, politics is a game of modulated
trust. The politician uses a mix of the basic
trust and distrust in his personality-to use
the well-known conceptual polarities of Erik
Erikson-and operates within a system of
interpersonal coalition-building, negotiations and competition. If this inner balance
of trust and distrust is disturbed, he becomes
either a paranoid or a 'sucker'. In either
case he goes out of high politics. However,
there is also the politician who retains this
balance till he enters a critical power position and then begins to falter and the politician whose paranoid predispositions match
the political culture and institutions of his
country (such a man may perform exceedingly well in political competitions which
are cut-throat and in struggles for succession
which are bitter). In both cases, once in
power, the distrust gradually forces these
men to circumscribe the area within which
policies are made, to strangle or ruthlessly
contain those who generate alternative
models and fundamental criticisms of the
polity, and to pack the decision-making
system with loyal lieutenants, whatever be
their competence.
Power, thus, continues to be concentrated
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in the ruler's hand. Worse, he is seen as all
powerful. As a result, all grievances gradually begin to be directed at him. After a
while, there remain no intermediate shockabsorbers whom he can fob off as subverters or reactionaries within the ruling circle.
Unlike Jawaharlal Nehru, who was simultaneously the head of the government and the
leader of the opposition, such a ruler
personally becomes the focus of all the anger
and frustration of which a poor country is
capable. And remember, in the more
deprived sections of the world, the successes
of a regime are invariably less obvious than
its failures. To say that a Third World leader
is deeply identified with his nation is to say
that he is primarily identified with its
failures.
Moreover, no decision-making structure
is monolithic. Even in the smallest of polities, there are bound to be piques and
hostilities against petty officials, against the
ruler's relatives who actually may have
nothing much to do with him, and against
men who use his name or pretend to 'act
under his orders but in reality are timeservers and petty tyrants operating independently. These hostilities cumulate
against the ruler himself. Increasingly it
seems to many that the regime can be
changed by merely changing one individual.
Traditional monarchies fall in this category
and the American presidency, depending
upon its incumbent, is sometimes not very
different. The regime which Richard Nixon
built must have nurtured many political
assassins and those who hooted him out
might have, for all we know, saved his life.
Sheikh Mujib's Bangladesh, too, was an
instance of such a polity.
Not merely may the ruler become too
deeply identified . with the regime, the
regime may seem closed to internal competition to large numbers of people.
Yet no regime is psychologically closed. It
could be so only normatively. Even the most
rigidly closed regime is open to one whose
values permit him to include in the available
means of political competition revolution,
rebellion, coup and assassination. Of these
revolutions require immense planning, masQUEST
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sive organisation, first-rate mobilisational
skills, and a developed ability to feel the
pulse of a large section of the population.
Naturally, in the Third World, containing
some of the least organised and most apolitical societies, revolutions are at a discount.
Of course, every petty rebel or tyrant may
call himself a revolutionary, but Lenius and
Maos can hardly be mass-produced. To
some extent, the preconditions of revolutions apply to rebellions and coups, too.
On the other hand, assassination is the
cheapest of the four means mentioned,
requires the least planning and organisation,
and does not need the assent of any section
of the population. Understand~bl);, it is at
a premium in the Third World. In some
parts of it, such killings have, in fact, become
a standard means of deciding political succession. In Latin America, for instance, the
popularity of political assassinations is
exceeded at the moment only by bull-fights.
It is through this linkage that the average
assassin and his average victim ultimately
find each other. The few studies of assassins
done elsewhere in the world show them to b e
unhappy marginal men having low conformity to social norms and deep feelings of inferiority and impotency. The portrait which
Irving Horowitz draws of the terrorist
applies to the assassin, too. He is likely to
be young, male, middle-class, economically
marginal, relatively well-educated but
without high achievements, and cut off from
the peasants and the working class by his
origins. Such men are produced in many
traditional societies by urbanisation, expanding communications, collapsing traditional hierarchies and norms, technological
changes and occupational insecurities.
When living under an authoritarian regime, these marginal men sense that their
society is open on one plane. A majority of
their compatriots, conforming to the operant
political norms, may remain convinced that
it is closed. But these norms are not applicable to the sector from which the assassin
comes. Having low esteem and trying to
redeem themselves in their own eyes, these
potential assassins are always seeking a
situation in which they can do something
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dramatic and, in one move, counter their
own poor self-esteem and passivity and,
through an act of desperate violence, get a
new self-image endorsed by the world at
large.
The assassin is not a murderer. A murder
is too personal, too mundane and has too
little dramatic and exhibitionistic potentialities. As Arther Danto points out you and
I are safe from the assassin's bullet because
we are only prospective murderees and do
not enjoy the 'privilege of assassinability'.
Even if we are accidentally killed in an
assassination attempt, it will be only a
failed assassination attempt with inadvertent
lethal consequences to us. The reason for
this is obvious. We can only relieve the
immense tension of undischarged aggressive
needs of the murderer, but cannot satisfy
the assassin's search for grandiose selfvalidation and protection against selfabnegating oblivion. Nor can our murder
provide the assassin with the ideological
rationalisation which he needs to express
openly his deepest aggressive feelings,
directed against a symbol of parental
authority.
The assassin badly needs this rationalisation. The major political philosophies of our
times provide excellent justifications for
political violence, but not for political
assassinations. Hatred towards a particular
person is difficult to rationalise in an age
\vhich prefers to speak in terms of collectivities such as classes, races and strata. Thus,
like Horowitz's terrorists, most assassins
have to operate on the basis of poorly defined, home-made ideologies. In this respect,
too, the assassin is a lonely man.
No one can kill himself, psychologists say,
unless he feels like killing somebody.
Suicide always is, symbolically, an attempt
to murder an unacceptable part of one's self
modelled after a figure outside. Perhaps the
reverse is true for the assassin. His attempt
is to kill a figure in the external world who
represents an alien self. If he succeeds, the
result may turn out to be popular, and
there may be a widely shared discharge of
psychic tension, a justification of the assassin's way of handling his private problems.
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It may also be unpopular, arousing guilt of
patricide in the onlookers to the extent they
identify with the assassin. This guilt can
hardly be bound by the small symbolic
expiations which the assassin-turned-ruler
often makes-like burying the assassinated
ruler with full military honours as in the
case of Mujib-or by the post facto rationalisation of the patricide through improved
statecraft, more popular policies, and a more
democratic style. Unconsciously the assassin
fears this potent guilt which may tum
against him. In response and as an atonement, he resorts to a behaviour pattern
which invites his own assassination. He
begins to protect himself through authoritarianism and blind terror. He dangles before
the other little men in society the opportunity not only of self-advertisement but also
the chance of transcending their alienation
by assassinating the assassin and satisfying
the free-floating feelings of revenge which
the first assassination let loose. Psychologically, this revenge promises to undo the first
patricide, in a primitive magical way,
through a second. It is often thus that a
culture of assassination emerges in a
country.
The tragedy of the assassin is that the
symbolic killing of only a part of himself
never ends the story. Only his own assassination can do so. After all, he seeks to
acquire through assassination the public
prominence his victim has and he lacks.
The ultimate validation of this acquired
renmvn is his own assassinability.
The tragedy of the assassinated ruler is
that, though he can avoid the fate towards
which he often moves blindly and inexorably, he is in effect a driven man. Like his
killer, he rebels against a part of himself
which seeks self-preservation, rationality
and contact with the real world of people.
\Vhat can such a ruler do to grapple with
his own self-destructive tendencies? Danto
believes that two courses are open to him.
He can seek total protection which means an
impregnable shield of bodyguards. But
who can protect the ruler against a treacherous guard? And who will guard the guards
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and guard the guards who guard the guards?
Total security, therefore, is a situation of
infinite regression. The alternative strategy
is to treat all subjects as if they were loyal.
Benign policies by themselves are not

Roger Iredale
enough; the modern prince must make
citizens out of his subjects. Only then can
he hope to abridge their alienation and
marginality and exorcise the ghost of
assassination.
Asms NANDY

2. INDIAN POETRY IN ENGLISH TODAY*
an Englishman who himself writes
A Spoetry,
I am excited by the work of a
number of published Indian poets, and in
this note I propose to comment on a few
whose work has particularly impressed me
in my recent reading. At a time when British
poetry appears to be going through a period
of uncertainty that in many ways reflects
the crisis of identity through which my own
country is passing at the moment, it is refreshing to turn to Indian poetry written
in English and to find in it a freshness and
variety that reflects the remarkable diversity and vigour of the culture from which
it stems. In the work of Nissim Ezekiel, R.
Parthasarathy, Kamala Das, A. K. Ramanujan, Shiv Kumar and the other established
poets writing in English, one detects a certaintv of touch that seems to me to reflect
a co~fidence in the direction and purpose
of their writing, as well as an integrity of
style and subject-matter. There are, of
course, problems that arise from the dichotomy of writing in a language that is not
one's mother tongue, and Nissim Ezekiel by
implication comments upon these problems
when he turns to his vigorous, light-hearted
pastiches of Indian-English dialects. The
same problem is explored systematically and
in depth in the poetry of R. Parthasarathy,
who returns over and over again to the
dilemma of the personality divided down
the middle by the demands of two languages
and two cultures. Throughout his long poem,
'Rough Passage' which he has just completed by revising and synthesising poems he
has written over more than a decade,
" Talk broadcast over All India Radio, Madras
on 11 June 1975; slightly edited.
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Parthasarathy constantly dwells upon the
question of language and identity, and upon
the inner conflict that arises from being
brought up in two cultures. In one place
he uses the phrase 'my tongue in English
chains' to emphasise the problems of
bilingualism and biculturalism; and in other
places where he reflects upon his wife's
childhood he reminds her of how 'the spoonfuls of English brew never quite slaked your
thirst'.
Paradoxically, the poet whose theme is
the conflicting demands of two languages
and cultures, writes an English that is remarkable for its resilient terseness. Parthasarathy's genius lies in the intricate
thoroughness with which he can explore an
image. In the following short poem, which
forms a part of the central section of 'Rough
Passage' there is a metaphysical quality
about the way in which the image of the
universe is explored.
It was the August heat
brought the stars to a boil,
and you asked me about constellations.
Yet, by itself, your hand was a galaxy
I could reach, even touch
in the sand with my half-inch telescopic
fingers. Overwhelm the flight
of human speech. Thus celebrate
something so perishable, trite.
The remarkable thing about Parthasarathy's
poetry-and it is a quality that manifests
itself throughout the whole of his work-is
the powerful blend of a highly emotional
quality of thought and feeling with an iron
discipline of language and intellect. Those
who believe that the soul is driven out of
poetry by constant refinement and revision
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should study the genesis of Parthasarathy's
poems from journal to journal and anthology
to anthology up to their destined appearance next year as a single, unified poem
whose impact as a whole is so much greater
than that of the individual parts that make
it up. Unquestionably when it appears,
'Rough Passage' will make a significant contribution to the developing body of Commonwealth literature that is emerging from
a number of cultures in different parts of
the globe today.
One striking characteristic that seems to
me to run through the work of the Indian
poets I am discussing is a quite distinctive
tone that derives from an energetic, apparently relaxed use of language that catches
at the rhythms of familiar everyday speech.
This conversational directness may well reflect the work of one of the leading British
poets today, Philip Larkin. Larkin's influence on British poetry has resulted in a
genre of poetry that adopts the tones and
rhythms of colloquial speech, setting cliches
and slang phrases into incongruous contexts that unexpectedly change a familiar
or worn-out formula into something striking and unfamiliar. In quite a lot of Indian
poetry the same approach occurs, though
with its own distinctive quality. Listen to
the quite casual opening of Ramanujan's
'Small Scale Reflections on a Great House':
Sometimes I think that nothing
that ever comes into this house
goes out. Things come in every day
to lose themselves among other things
lost long ago among
other things lost long ago;
and, later in the poem,
Nothing stays out; daughters
get manied to short-lived idiots;
sons who run away come back
in grandchildren who recite Sanskrit
to approving old men, or bring
betelnuts for visiting uncles
who keep them gaping with
anecdotes of unseen fathers.
The language and style are deceptive; while
catching at a vocabulary that is reminiscent
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of slang, and employing rhythms that remind us of a garrulous neighbour confiding
his everyday worries to us at a casual street
corner meeting, Ramanujan manages to
perfom1 the difficult task of creating rhythms
and cadences that are profoundly poetic. In
his poem 'Obituary', in which he describes
the death of his father, he combines casualness with a quite brilliant irony that together produce a final effect of marked
pathos:
But someone told me
he got two lines
in an inside column
of a Madras newspaper
sold by the kilo
exactly four weeks later
to streethawkers
who sell it in turn
to the small groceries
where I buy salt,
coriander
and jaggery
in newspaper cones
that I usually read
for fun, and lately
in the hope of finding
these obituary lines.
And he left us
a changed mother
and more than
one annual ritual.
In Ramanujan the family is important, as
it still is all over India; its tiny histories,
personal and seemingly insigni£cant, reflect
a concern with the importance of the past,
albeit a personal family past. Sometimes he
deviates-as in a short poem 'The Fall'-into
a poetry that might come from the pen of
any one of a hundred fashionable young
poets in the West, and when he does so, the
sureness of touch is lost. The controlled emotion of Ramanujan's poetry is at its best when
he speaks out of an awareness that it is the
tiny interrelationships of past and present
that give family life that quality it has in
the sub-continent.
The sense of family and assured identity
of the poet within it emerge at their clearest
in Nissim Ezekiel's most celebrated poem,
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'Night of the Scorpion'. Few British poets
could allow themsdves to write with the
same sturdy self-assurance about the importance of an intimate domestic event:

language as she explores the nuances of the
personal relationship; her recent work
demonstrates a developing tautness which
sharpens the already sharp cutting blade of
her language.
With every movement that the scorpion
Shiv Kumar, who has more recently apmade
peared
on the scene, also demonstrates a
his poison moved in Mother's blood, they
control
of
language and image that are resaid.
markable for their idiosyncracy. There is,
May he sit still, they said.
in his poetry, a pervasive, ironic humour
May your suffering decrease
that is missing from the work of other Indian
the misfortunes of your next birth, they
poets. Kumar has the rare ability to laugh
said.
at himself-albeit in a grim undertone. In
May the sum of evil
his recent second volume, Cobwebs in the
balanced in this unreal world
Sun, the sharpness of the self-irony-which
against the sum of good
somehow rarely manages to attain cynicism
become diminished by your pain.
-is illustrated well by the poem 'Aftermath':
May the poison purify your flesh
of desire, and your spirit of ambition,
After a pneumatic bout of love
they said, and they sat around
lashing our diabetic bodies
on the floor with my mother in the centre,
into a semblance of orgasm
the peace of understanding on each face.
we sank deflated into
some small talk of Zen
Only the elderly Welsh poet, R. S. Thomas
willing to let detachment
ever manages to achieve the sense of an
claim our yet unborn
interrelationship between the personal
to spray napalm over
tragedy or disaster and the surrounding
luscious paddy fields
community that Ezekiel arrives at in this
or make dentures for spinsters.
poem. But what is striking, too, is again the
She stirs again
sense of spoken language that the poem exbut I see a cockroach
ploits and develops through its deceptively
creeping up the bedpost.
simple rhythms that contain within them
an incantatory effect of considerable power. There is a linking sexual imagery in many
In his other work Ezekiel demonstrates a of Kumar's poems, but the most striking
mastery of a poetic technique and a range thing about his work is the frequent flash
of styles and interests that justify his repu- of the brilliant image: rocks are 'corpulent
tation as one of the key Commonwealth as frozen whales', fishermen's nets 'grow
poets working today. In reading his work it talons', the sunset 'throws fireballs'. Occais not often easy to identify models, though sionally one senses an over-compression of
in a few poems, such as 'Case Study', I am language, a density that obscures meaning.
reminded of the poet Edwin Muir; but the But Shiv Kum ar's poetry has an idiosynctone and mood of Ezekiel's work are very ratic ellipticisrn; it is not easy to assign to
much his own.
him influences or masters. Perhaps itis coinI cannot finish this note without referring cidence that he seems to be at his best when
specifically to the work of tvvo other poets, he describes Indian women or fishermen; it
both of whom control, with an apparent is almost as if the richness and vividness of
effortlessness, a language that is powerful the Indian scene inevitably produces a
and direct. In many of the poems of Kamala poetry that is vital, alive, and which reflects
Das there is an almost violent frankness that the intensity and vigour of the culture from
expresses itself through an outspoken use of which it grows.
RacER
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R. Parthasarathy
from HOMECOMING 13

I am no longer myself as I watch
the evening blur the traffic
to a pair of obese headlights.
I return home, tired,
my face pressed against the window
of expectation. I climb the steps
to my flat, only to trip over the mat
outside the door. The key
goes to sleep in my palm.
[ fear I have bungled again.
That last refinement of speech
terrifies me. The balloon
of poetry has grown red in the face
with repeated blowing. For scriptures
I, therefore, recommend
the humble newspaper: I find
my prayers occasionally answered there.
I shall, perhaps, go on
like this, unmindful of day
melting into the night.
My heart I have turned inside out.
Hereafter, I should be content,
I think, to go through life
with the small change . of uncertainties.

S. Krishnan

THE PRIEST AND THE CORPSE-BURNER
Nothing quite makes for togetherness
as a common interestin a corpse, for instance.
The acrid smoke from the pyre
driven by the indifferent wind
chokes the mourning throat.
A corpse evokes a community
of eager, casteless beings
whose solicitude puts to shame
real grief.
The wind tosses the grey-blue smoke
towards the sea and, for a moment,
we breathe easily.
The pin-headed priest
and the corpse-burner share a joke
and a Fanta brought by a noseless boy
behind the wall.
They turn towards us
having decided what movie
they will see tonight.
Stoke the fire, stoke the fiTe,

Let the snwke rise the higher.
The pyre burns prodigiously
aided by the barbecued attendant,
hero of a thousand cook-outs,
who looks reverential when we are looking.
When we are not looking
he prods the fire angrily.
He may be late for the movie.

Stamp the fire, tamp the ash,
mop your brow, collect the cash.
vVe move away.
The twice-born slaps his thigh,
kills a high-pitched cackle
lest it reach us,
pools the collection, redistributes it
not forgetting the noseless boy.
Takes with great affection
the arm of the corpse-burner.
There will be time for a glass first.
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THE KONKAN COAST

1
Around me
The hills of Harnai form a ring
Behind.
Palms, mangoes, suparis crowd
To watch the scene. Axis,
I spin to foam the curlers on the beach,
Under the noon arclight,
On white sand and shells,
In transparent tides
Cool against my sweating sides
A breeze. Then
Fire erupts, the sinking sun beats down
On copper waves, burnishes the metal sea.
I fling offerings of saHron rice foam ....
Unappeased, the sands turn black, clouds sooty.
The Konkan coast disappears behind its smoke screen.

2
Agashi, fish still wriggling
in his hands
Bows his triumphant Brahmin bodhi
to the day ending.
Our feet knead the catsfur of the sand.
The Konkan night surrounds with incense
The last ferry to Sakharpendi. Hush
A paddle splash. The wake of
gleaming plankton. Waves, friendly
warm, soap fingers. Centuries
diffuse my pores.
We rhyme, this poem of shore and me
in Ratnagiri
The stanza is complete.
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Review Article

WI. Klatt

NEW ECONOMIC SYSTEMS IN
EASTERl'l EUROPE
It: is not surprising, as Dr Klatt observes, that East European planning techniques often meet
with ready acceptance from Asian and African leaders. His review of three recent scholarly
publications on the new economic systems in Eastem Etl.rope should prove of special interest to
planners and students of economic planning in India. It is reproduced here with the courtesy of
the Editor, International Affairs, journal of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, London.
Dr Werner Klatt, Fellow of St Antony's College, Oxford was form erly economic adviser at the
British Foreign Office, where he was concerned inter alia with Soviet and East European economic
affairs. He has previously appeared in Quest.

GEOGRAPHICAL proximity to Eastern
Europe provides the Federal Republic
of Germany with opportunities of access and
observation which other countries are not
fortunate enough to have. These opportunities are being seized upon by a growing
number of young German scholars who
specialise in East European affairs. A generation which was spared the ambiguities of
the past has made notable con tributions to a
study free from bias of the political, social
and economic concerns of their neighbours
in Europe. In the past, much of tl1is workbeing published in German only-has remained inaccessible to Anglo-Saxon scholars. Even English (and French ) summaries
1 K. C. Thalheim and H. H. Hohmann, ( eds) ,
Wirtschaftsreformer in Osteuropa, Vt>rlag "\Vissenschaft und Politik, Koln 1968.
2 H. H. Hohmann, M. C. Kaser and K. C. Thalheim
(eds), Die Wiltschaftsordnungen Osteuropas ·im
Wandel, 2 vols, Rom bach, Freiburg i.B . 1972.
3 H. H. Hohmann ( ed), Die Wirtschaft Osteuropas zu Beginn der 70er Jahre, W. Kohlhammer,
Stuttgart 1972.

are still rare in German joumals in his field.
The volumes under review provide evidence
of the growing desire of German scholars to
engage with their Anglo-Saxon colleagues
in a dialogue in which the language used is
a matter of convenience rather than of prestige. This i.s a welcome development.
The story of the refonns of the economic
systems operating in Eastern Europe was
told originally in a volume of essays,1
modestly described by its two German
editors , Hohmann and Thalheim, as an
interim account. The essays, published a few
months before the abrupt end of the
'Czechoslovak Spring' can still be read with
b enefit. A. few years later, during which the
econon1ic reforms wluch had started so promisingly suffered severe setbacks, yet another balance sheet2 was presented. The two
German editors had meanwl1ile been joined
by Michael Kaser of St Antony's College,
Oxford. Moreover, Hohmann had published
simultaneously a volume of country studies3
in whkh both economic plans and achieve-

ments in the nine countries of Eastern
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Europe (including the Soviet Union as well
as Yugoslavia and Albania) were reviewed.
By reading simultaneously these various
volumes it thus became possible to relate
intentions to reality.
The symposium on the new economic
order · in Eastern Europe was originally
intended to appear in both English and
German at about the same time. In fact,
this undertaking was delayed by more than
three years. At last, the English version is
here to be read and reviewed. With full
justification the editors of the English edition, of which Mich ael Kaser took charge,
have expressed their gratitude to Dr H. W.
Poll, the Director of the F ederal Institute for
East European and International Studies, for
his encouragement and administrative backing. For some fifteen years the Federal
Institute in Cologne has b een a coordinating
centre of research and of dialogue for
specialists, valued by officials and scholars
in Germany as well as by foreign academics.
The books on Eastern Europe referred to
above form an important part of a wideranging programme of publication issued
under the Federal Institute's auspices.
The volume on The New Economic
Systems in Eastern Europe 0 falls into three
parts: nine country reports; seven chapters
dealing with the mechanics of economic
controls and reforms and the problems
arising in the course of both; and finally a
summary in which a balance is drawn from
the experience gained in Eastern Europe in
the last ten years or so. The non-specialist
might see some advantage in reversing the
order of reading, treating the final chapter as
an easy introduction to a detailed account of
some rather technical matters, and eventually turning to the individual treatment of
basically common problems by countries as
far apart in their political philosophy as
Albania and Yugoslavia. All of them are, of
" Hans-Hermann Hohmann, Michael Kaser and
Karl C. Thalheim ( eds. ), The New Economic
Systems of Eastern Europe, C. Hurst, London 1975,
pp. xi + 585, £9.50
4 Pravda, 3 September 1962.
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course, critical of, if not antagonistic to, the
capitalist way of life.
By the early 'sixties, at the latest, it had
become abundantly clear that the traditional
Soviet p attern was not working well-least of
all in those countries whose domestic economies are dependent on a certain exchange
of goods and services with vVestern Europe,
where French indicative planning and
Germany's 'social market economy' had
scored marked successes. These comparisons
were apt to cast doubt on the superiority of
the Soviet 'model'. Like other countries of
continental dimensions, the Soviet Union is,
of course, basically self-contained; but even
here the economi~ system, which had been
in operation witho{tt much change since
Stalin introduced it under conditions of
extreme scarcity in 1927, showed signs of
wear and tear.
The need for economic reform had been
felt on more than one occasion, and particularly so in the wake of political disruptions,
such as the workers' risings in East Berlin in
1953 and in Budapest in 1956. In the Soviet
Union, Krushchev had introduced regional
economic councils in an attempt at decentralisation, whilst fostering the principle of
full cost-accounting in industrial en terprises.
In agriculture he had done away with the
machine tractor stations as controlling
agencies in the collective sector, whilst at the
same time restricting the size of the private
farm economv. ln foreign economic relations
he had tried to synchronise planning, to
streamline output and to coordinate trading
among the members of Comecon, the council for mutual economic assistance within
the Soviet orbit, as it was then conceived.
However, neither at home nor abroad was
Krushchev particularly successful. His
blanket solutions failed to meet the widely
varying conditions of different geographicai
regions of the Soviet Union, let alone the
divergent conditions prevailing in Eastern
Europe. Following E vsei Liberman's article
on Plan-Profit-Premium\ the virtues of
different planning models were widely debated. However, though certain reforms
were applied in a few selected enterprises,
for some time to come the traditional system
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of Soviet economic planning and controls
remained largely intact.
1ne traditional Soviet model of planning
was based on an extensive system of balance
sheets in physical tmms' without the use of
'proper economic criteria'. This type of planning failed 'to determine efficient production
programmes and keep the economy in equilibrium' ( p. 117) . The efficient allocation of
scarce resources was frequently disregarded; the fulfilment of plan targets in physical
terms, obligatory to each and every enterprise, was the supreme measure of success;
and over-fulfilment was lauded as if it did
not reveal either faulty planning or, to quote
a phrase used by the Russian economist
Vainshtein, 'undermine the equilibrium at
optimum' ( p. 382). The balance between
supply and demand was supposedly achieved by pla1ming. Prices were fixed by administrative decision, and thus no longer
reflected relative scarcities; they merely
served the purposes of accounting. The cost
of capital was acknowledged in a purely
nominal charge, and the use of land and
mineral resources had no part at all in the
fixing of prices. Price disparities between
producer and consumer goods were reduced
with the aid of massive taxes and subsidies,
representing planners' rather than consumers' preferences.
No wonder that managers devoted much
of their time and energy to 'bending' official
regulations for the benefit of their enterprises rather than accepting them for the
common good. This kind of manipulation
was most conspicuous in the service sectors,
in which price controls are easily evaded.
This was also true of agriculture, the least
'plannable' part of any planned economy,
especially where this sector consists of an
incongruous combination of public, collective and private farming. The lack of reality
in prices and price ratios was, however, most
in evidence where domestic and foreign
goods came to be compared. The conversion
of foreign prices into domestic values was
often done at different rates of exchange and
thus in a highly arbitra1y fashion. Even
where the impact of foreign competition was
cushioned by favourable terms of trade, as
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in the exchange of goods and services between East and West Germany, the anomalies of price fixing a la Rmse could not
escape the planners' notice.
The economic reforms were to do away
with these anomalies-or so the more extrovert of East European economists and their
Western well-wishers assumed. The actual
achievements were more modest, though no
less deserving of recognition. After Krushchev's secret revelations, monolithic uniformity of decision-making became unthinkable. Under such names as New Economic System (East Germany) or New
Economic Mechanism (Hungary), the reforms presented a sometimes confusingly
bright kaleidoscope. Each country's record,
on the whole described competentlv in the
volume under review, deserves to be read
with care. Whilst the reforms, carried out
in the 'sixties, varied a good deal, by and
large they aimed at an optimum combination of firm control at the centre with decentralised decisions made bv individual enterprises at the local lew;!. Politicians and
planners thus hoped to achieve a gradual improvement and in this way to prevent a
radical change of direction. However,
Governments and Parties moved with
widely differing dete1mination and at
greatly differing pace.
In his chapter on Czechoslovakia,
Oldrich Kyn comes nearest to the nub of the
story when he says that 'it was not the obsolete price system but rather the obsolete
political system which was the main obstacle' ( p. 110) . Dubcek, misjudging the leeway allowed bv the Soviet leaders, failed in
1968. If East .Germany's leaders appeared
to be m'ore successful, their courage was
shored up by 'tbe measures of 13 August
1961' ( p. 53) , commonly known as the
erection of the Berlin Wall. The more timid
the political leadership, the greater their
trust in administrative measures, such as the
creation of industrial associations, on which
the economies of scale and scientifictechnical innovations could be brought to
bear. Even where more elegant indicators
than the crude ones of the past were applied
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to measure the degree of success, it was
often, sav, 'planned nrofit' rather than profit
per se which provided the rod.
The more daring planners tried to introduce economic criteria in lieu of administrative measures and indirect economic levers
in place of the past physical direction of resources. However, as soon as existing prices
and price ratios were called in question,
adjacent problems of economic theory and
practice concerning, say, the size of the
'wages fund', the rate of interest on capital
assets and loans, the admissibility of rent
on land, or the virtue of export promotion
as against import substitution, came to the
fore. A thorough analysis of the traditional
system revealed innumerable contradictions.
Yet every remedy was accompanied by a
perplexing number of new complications,
which remained by no means limited to
the economic sphere but intruded into the
political arena. After Dubcek and Gomulka
had been replaced by Husak and Gierek, a
process of economic rigidity set in, the end
of which is not yet in sight. However, even
today Hungary is reputed to have almost as
'liberal' an economic system as Yugoslavia.
In his short contribution to the volume
under review, Gabor Revesz of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences claims that his
country has an 'open economy' ( p. 163), in
which 'a combination of the central control
of the socialist economy with the self-regulating market mechanis~' ( p. 156) has been
achieved. In view of its unique character,
the Hungarian reform, like all the others,
would have benefited from the comment of
an observer unhampered by any regard for
native susceptibilities. Unfortunately, the
excellent analysis bv Bela Balassa, who
contributed the chapter on Hungary to the
original German edition, has been dropped;
its inclusion in the English edition would
have been an asset.
5 R. Bicanic, Economic Policy in Socialist Yugoslavia, Cambrid ge 1973.
6 0. Sik, Plan and Market under Socialism,
Prague and New York 1967.
7 W. Brus, The Market in a Socialist Economy,
London 1972.
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As for Yugoslavia's economic reform, it is
in a class by itself. In the absence of a
Russian presence at the end of the last war,
decollectivisation and workers' councils
were introduced well ahead of any consideration, elsewhere in Eastern Europe, of such
radical reform measures. The growing integration of Yugoslavia into the international
economic system was facilitated by massive
American aid in earlier years and by substantial World Bank loans and four consecutive devaluations in the 'sixties and
'seventies.
In reviewing these and other elements of
the new economic system, mention ought to
be made of some of those who laid its theoretical foundations-sometimes under unenviable conditions, if not at considerable
personal risk to themselves and their families: the late Rudolf Bicanic5 of Zagreb
University; Ota Sik,6 one of Czechoslovakia's
leading economic reformers and at one time
a deputy prime minister; and Professor W.
Brus7 of Warsaw University (now at St
Antony's College, Oxford), whose writings
influenced economists and planners well
beyond the borders of his native Poland.
All of these and others were fully familiar
with the econometric and mathematical
techniques used in vVestern schools of learning. In the course of the debate between
opposing economic factions , mathematics
gained a significance well beyond its role
as a technical tool. Some sought to use this
device as a means whereby to improve public controls within existing planning models.
Others argued the case for the use of mathematics in rejecting outmoded patterns of
economics. The details of this controversy
are highly technical. Thus the general reader may feel overtaxed when told of 'the
mathematization of planning in what has
been described as its growth symbiotic with
the computation explosion' ( p. 375). To be
understood by the intelligent layman this
professional jargon needs to be translated
into basic English.
Those interested in the mathematical
aspects of planning economics and the role
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played by Russian scholars 8 will turn with
interest to Alfred Zauberman's Mathematical Revolution in Soviet Economics. 0 which
was written especially with the non-mathematical reader in mind. This book traces the
conversion, after many years of sterility, of
Soviet economic doctrine into 'formalized
methodology' ( p. xi), which for decades
was repudiated as a matter of principle. The
'return of Soviet economics into the mainstream of world economics' which, in the
words of Gregory Grossman in his foreword
to this slim volume, 'at its core is after all
primarily a rational calculus of choice' ( p.
vii) is the subject of this monograph.
Zauberman sees the assimilation, in recent
years, of mathematical thought and mechanics as an intellectual revolution. As the
reader proceeds, he may wonder whether,
as so often happens, this revolution is not in
danger of breeding its own counterrevolution.
Time and again, the benefits derived from
the mathematical techniques seem to be
outweighed by their limitations. To be sure,
in the past the downgrading of prices, as
supremely sensitive signals of success or
failure, to a mere tool in the hands of bureaucrats and accountants led to a state of diminishing returns. The growing complexity of
the economy had made obsolescent the
methods apj}lied in the early stages of Soviet
planning. Thus, the break with the mechanics of measuring in quantitative terms must
have seemed an unmitigated boon. Advancs L. Kantorovich has recently been awarded the
Nobel Prize for Economics together with the
American mathematician, T . Koopmans. Professor
Kantorovich created 'linear programming'; he also
demonstrated the possibility of decentralised decision-making in planned economics.
0 Alfred Zauberman, The Mathematical Revolution in Soviet Economics, Oxford University Press
(for the Royal Institute of International Affairs ),
London 1975, pp. xiii + 62, £2.75.
ll 'The
Role of Economic Science in the
Management of Socialist Economy', 28 February
1962.
0 Wolfgang Berner et. al. ( eds.), The Soviet
Union 1973, C. Hurst, London 1975, pp xx+190,

£6.
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es in mathematical thinking and computer
techniques facilitated this break with the
practices used in the period of unbalanced
growth. In a 'jump from "five fingers plus
abacus" computation to that of the modern
world of electronics' ( p. 9), the rather crude
technique of material balances has given
way to complex inter-industry analysis.
Moreover, dynamic 'perspective' planning,
allowing for technological advance, gestation and obsolescence, has now become
possible in place of mere static planning.
However, there is always room for errors.
In fact, the lack of firm data is an everpresent handicap.
This is a matter of particular concern in
such notoriously uncertain areas as the farm
and service sectors and their grey and black
markets-often the only markets operating
in the true economic sense. Thus the difficulties in applying theoretical patterns in
practice are very real indeed. In 1962, in a
meeting at Chatham House, the Polish
economist Oskar Lange, a lifelong critic of
capitalism, conceded that the market, though
lacking operational precision, might still be
preferable to the computer. 9 However that
may be, as the mathematical economists
present a potential threat to the existing
order they are likely to be kept in check by
politicians and bureaucrats anxious to retain
unchallenged their positions of power. The
changing fortunes of the mathematical
economists may well serve as a measure of
the degree of intellectual freedom allowed
in Soviet society. Zauberman's monograph,
to be supplemented by a volume directed to
the mathematical specialist, should help
those watching these developments.
Neither of the two books reviewed so far
relates economic theory and planning to
actual performance. As far as the Soviet
record is concerned, the reader interested in
this kind of coiTelation will have to tum to
another of the Federal Institute's publications. The Soviet Union 1973° is the first in
a series of annual surveys of domestic policy,
economics and foreign policy. It is being
brought up to date in The Soviet Union
1974!75 which is due for publication in
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English in April 1976. These two volumes
contain the work of some 35 and 50 respectively of the Institute's members and outside
contributors. The reader will find in these
surveys well-balanced accounts of economic
and non-economic developments during the
period covered. The two volumes are the
fruit of careful research, well presented and
-a sign of close international cooperationcompetently translated in the Institute of
Soviet and East European Studies at Glasgow University. In their latest survey,l 0 the
Institute's economists detected a process of
consolidation and concentration in Russia
which is accompanied by reduced rates of
economic growth, capital and labour productivity and supply of consumer goods. It
appears that agreement about the right
balance between political centralisation and
decentralisation and between investment,
defence and consumption has yet to be
reached. In the official view, as in that of the
opposition, political and economic aims are
inseparable. This year's Nobel Peace Prize
winner, the Russian physicist Dr Andrei
Sakharov is reported to have called for a
return to a mixed economy and to social
democracy.U
The reader who wishes to be informed
about current developments in Eastern
10 Die Sowietunion 1974-75, edited by Wolfgang
Berner et. al., Munich, Carl Hakser, 1975, DM 24.00.
11 The Guardian, 3 October 1975.
12 Economic Survey of Europe in 1974, Part I:
'The European Economy in 1974', New York 1975.
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Europe outside the Soviet Union will find
no full satisfaction in the volumes listed. He
will, therefore, have to tum to the latest
edition of the Economic Survey of Europe, 12
published by the Economic Commission for
Europe which, as usual, gives a competent,
up-to-date resume of economic intentions
and achievements and of institutional changes at different levels of the economic structure. On the whole, the East European
record closely resembles that of the Soviet
Union, though variations in matters of detail
continue to have their place within the
politically circumscribed limits set by a
counhy which the Federal Institute's economists describe as a developing country par
excellence.
In these circumstances it is not surprising
that East European planning techniques
often meet with ready acceptance from
Asian and African leaders. Although the
contributors to the works under review
might have taken note of this phenomenon,
none of them appears to have paid any
attention to these potential readers. This
omission might be remedied in future. However, to catch the interest of politicians and
planners in developing countries, books on
the subjects discussed here ought to be
concise in volume, up-to-date in contents,
easy in style, cheap in price and free from
errors, misprints and inconsistencies. In all
these respects the first book reviewed here
leaves something to be desired. In case of a
rep1int, the large number of slips should be
corrected.

BOOKS
Business and Politics in India by Stanley A.
Kochanek; (University of California Press; 382 po.,
$16.50)
'

EVEN in what may be called la:i.ssez faire
economies, the connection between
business and politics has always been
strong. In the case of the British who ruled
over India -till 1947, this was evident not
only in respect of the influence of British
business on the Government of India then
but ·also in respect of the role of British industry in the UK in Great Blitain's economic policy in India. For example, India for
a long time had no import policy related to
its economic needs, mainly because of the
strong lobbying by the Lancashire and
Manchester cotton interests to safeguard
their exports to India. It may also be presumed that the spill-off to the British economy from India's development, particularly that of the railways, was so great that
British industry had acquired a vested interest in India remaining underdevelopedin respect of capital goods at least.
The counterpart of this was the association of what may be called indigenous business and entrepreneurial interests in India
with the national independence movement.
The Government of India having refused to
take any positive action to promote local
industry, it was necessary for Indian industry to cultivate close links with the independence movement. The fact that it also
paid a political dividend in the form of being identified with a progressive national
movement was an additional by-product for
local industry in adopting this particular
posture. - The book traces the evolution of the role
of business in India in influencing its politics
and government. It provides an initial section on the theory of interest group behaviour, based on empirical studies published
outside India, mainly the US. It then deals

with the role of foreign capital and of Indian
capital-particularly the role of Associated
Chambers of Commerce and of the Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, their organisation, their motivations and their activities-in influencing
governmental policy and specific decisions.
Th.e ?oak then analyses the climate of public
opmwn and the attitudes of political parties
towards business. It also discusses D.~e influence of parliament, and particularly the
role of the civil service, in dealing with
business. A final chapter sums up the performance of this lobbying effort.
Commencing with a formal statement of
the theory of lobbying, the argument is
carried forward with the different levels at
which lobbying is clone by business. The
only differential element introduced by the
author for India is the role of sectional and
regional interests as they differentiate the
degree of lobbying by business interests in
India from that in other countries. The
author occasionally makes shrewd observations on the role of Indian business in dealing with political and governmental authorities. In particular, he makes two major points
for example, that lobbying at the professional level with civil servants yields fairly good
results ('In a controlled and regulated economy administrative action and not legislation is the day-to-clay concern of the regulated party', p. 243); and, that lobbying has
often taken the course of inforn1allobbying
by individual business interests, as against
organised lobbying by business associations
·('Risking the attempt to build a new collective image, business tries to discredit com•
petitors in order to gain specific individual
benefits in the form of industrial licences,
import licences, and so on, and to block
their issuance to others', p. 263).
What the author lacks is a general hypothesis in the context of which he could have
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canied out his study and discussed his find- specific measures (rather than policies or
ings. Dealing with lndia, he has apparently measures themselves) -say, the Companies
laid great stress on differences among busi- Act-than the Federation (see the discusnessmen, arising out of their caste and sec- sion on pp. 102-107).
tional interests and their geographical backA major point of weakness with business
ground. Perhaps this is a smaller element interests has been their divided character.
in the efficacy and role of lobbying in India India is a country of small businessmen,
than the author tries to make out. What is particularly traders, and one would have
important is to recognise that in India busi- expected that they would form a strong
ness interests are still entrepreneurial, rather lobby for influencing Government decisions
than managerial, in character. Consequently, in favour of business. In fact, however, veq
their approach to lobbying and their inte- few policies (for example, the take-over of
rests in lobbying are entirely different from wholesale trade in foodgrains) really affect
the more formalised ways prevailing in ad- this class of businessmen. Given the rate of
vanced countries like the UK and the USA tax avoidance and evasion in this class, it
in dealing with govemments. In fact, in is not certain whether high tax rates have
India lobbying today has the same motiva- any relevance to this category of businesstion and is of the same character as lobby- men. Consequently, organised business,
ing was in the UK and USA a century ago.
both in trading and in industq, has had to
One, therefore, finds that the character fight a lone battle. It has not sought to mobiof lobbying, particularly by FICCI, is essen- lise (except in the case of the Indian Mertially based on agreements which do not chants' Chamber) this vast mass of trading
in fact exist within the business community community, as has been possible in France
and try to make out policy suggestions which and other countries, to influence Governare not acceptable to Government. Is ment policies.
An additional factor to note is that where
FI CCI's failure ( p. 260) due to the bad
brief it is asked to handle or is it due to lack lobbying is done at the grassroots level, it
of persuasiveness? The author hardly asks is effective. For example, no formal kind of
such questions. At the same time, business lobbying exists, or needs to exist, in respect
interests being entrepreneurial in character, of agriculture. Agricultural interests, howbusiness houses have tried to have their own ever, not only get away with land taxation
direct lines to Government in order to carry fixed more than half a centuq ago, but have
through their individual objectives: what also been able to avoid, in effective tenns,
happens to general Government policies- any influence of Government policy on its
say, the level of taxation-is immaterial if operations. This should be an eye-opener
a particular business group manages to get to business so far as the role of lobbying is
a particular concession for his own industq: concerned in India. This was also the lesson
'Access to Government decision-makers is which the Swatantra party, by identifying
still sought through personal contacts based itself with big business, failed to learn.
on primordial loyalties or bribeq, rather
Within what may be called industrial
than through organised groups and modern interests again, there are sections based on
voluntary associations' ( p. 51).
business philosophy and on differences in
At the civil service level, necessary argu- viewpoint on specific Governme:t;J.t policies.
ments have to be presented in a general Kochanek gives a list of fair trade practices
form. This is the level where more general (p. 207) of the Fair Trade Practices Associaconsiderations weigh and it is at this level, tion which indirectly, perhaps indicates
where details are being filled in, that busi- the general ethical standards of business in
ness tries to inRuence decision-making. In India. This is one of the reasons why busimany of these matters, because of the pro- ness has failed to draw public sympathy for
fessional character of Assochem, it has been its case in India. A section of the business
more efficient in inRuencing the details of class has stood for better business standards;
QUKST
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in Kochanek's words, ' ... the more manage-

rially oriented British, Farsi and Gujarati
firms disagree fundamentally with the
family-dommated Marwari groups over
such critical issues as business ethics, strategies of dealing with Government, and political philosophy' (p. 102). Kochanek also gives
( p. 190 onwards) the different attitudes of
industry to decontrol of cement price. Such
ambivalent attitudes have prevented the
business classes from presenting a single
front to government.
It is necessary to recognise that in fact
business interests and Government policies
have run in parallel directions. India has
carried out a major shift in economic policy
from extreme (even unsympathetic) laissez
faire to dirigisme in industry since independence. Despite the association of Indian
industry with the independence movement,
it has had little influence in stemming this
flow of controlling legislation going through
Government. If, in fact, industry has been
able to live with this degree of state control,
it is partly because most legislation in India
is a paper tiger which is hardly enforced
and partly because there is sufficient provision for exceptions through the use of
discretion.
Apart from these substantive considerations, the formal character of the study is
evident from another fact: it has not examined in depth the role of the press in
influencing Government policy. In India
most dailies and journals and industrial
interests are interrelated, and the media
provide an important source of lobbying to
industry. There also. exist weekly journals
specifically devoted to industrial and economic matters, which are supposed to
comment on Government policy from the
industry's point of view. The author fails to
exa.'lline why the impact of tl1ese journals
on Government policy has been so small.
The author takes up considerable space
in trying to deal with matters extraneous
to his main subject, for examp~e, in trying
to explain the political system in India. The
summary presented in Chapter III is too
broad to be of use either to persons who
have no knowledge of India or to persons

who are informed of the problem in reasonable detail. So also, the discussion of legislative procedures ( p. 244 onwards) is
pedantic and does not help the text. The
author could usefully have abridged this
material and thrown it into an appendix,
referring to it those who are interested in
a detailed understanding of the political
process in India.
The style of writing is pedantic, relying
very much on jargon. At many places (for
example, p. 187 and pp. 169-170) the same
idea is repeated in identical words. All this
makes for heavy reading. Above all, it fails
to deal with the more substantive and live
issues of post-independence history: why
was business ineffective in creating a public
opinion and moulding Government policy
favourable to it? One must await another
author for an answer.
PHIROZE MEDHORA

Uncertain Democracy
The Uncertain Verdict by Ramashray Rao (Orient
Longman, 288 pp, Rs. 25)
Sovereigns without Crowns by V. M. Sirsikar
(Popu lar Prakashan, 414 pp., Rs. 55)

studies in India have long
ELECTION
outgrown the stage of mere statistical
surveys of voter preferences with a view to
predicting the likely outcome of elections
to State and Union legislatures. They have
now become sophisticated behavioural
studies which seek to find out not only the
election prospects of different political
parties but also probe the values and attitudes of the voters, their sense of participation and efficacy in the political process, the
image they have of candidates and parties,
the influence of education, socio-economic
status, caste and class, and similar other
factors on voting behaviour. Also, the real
significance of elections can only be understood by relating them to the larger culture
of the society in which they take place. The
two studies under review were undertaken
from such a comprehensive point of view.
Dr Ramashray Roy's work presents the
findings of the study he undertook in 1969
immediately after the mid-term poll in
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Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and West
Bengal. Out of a total of 1908 targeted interviews with voters selected by proportionate
random sampling, 1309 could be completed.
The sample covered two districts in Punjab,
three each in Bihar and West Bengal and
five 11 UP. Professor V. M. Sirsikar's study
is a sequel to his earlier work, Political
Behaviour in India ( 1965) and deals with
the Poona parliamentary constituency in
the general election of 1967. Of the six
assembly constituencies making up the
parliamentary constituency five were urban
and one rural, from which 1050 'common'
voters and 450 'elite' voters were selected by
two-stage sampling. In the event 913 interviews with common and 395 with elite voters
were completed. Unlike Roy's study,
Sirsikar's required two interviews, one be- ·
fore and the other after the election, with
voters, candidates and party activists. Roy's
study is based on only one interview immediately after elections were over. As
stated earlier, both studies sought to carry
out a 'full-length enquiry into the electoral
process in India-into the behaviour of
candidates, campaign workers, urban and
rural voters, and elite voters'. The findings
throw an interesting light on some aspects
of the .political culture within which elections take place and democratic institutions
are e>q>ected to function in India.
Elections play different roles in authoritarian and democratic regimes. In the former
they only ratify what the rulers have already decided; in the latter, on the other
hand, they not only pass judgment on the
performance of the rulers, but even replace
them if they fail the test. Equally important,
H.oy points out, periodic elections 'prompt
and facilitate the development of 'intermediate political structures' to articulate
public policies, mobilise public opinion and
institutiona]ise political participation.
However, if elections are to ser:Ve this
purpose and to ensure the 'robustness of
democratic institutions', certain preconditions must be fulfilled. As Roy observes,
there has to be a cadre of political activists
who are committed to democratic principles
and who compete among themselves for the
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capture of political power 'within the confines of democratic rules of the game'.
Secondly, the institutional structures should
be capable of facilitating the articulation of
divergent policy alternatives. And, more
important than both these conditions, there
must be a 'generalised commitment to democratic values and norms on the part of the
general public'. But such a conunitment on
the part of the general public presupposes
the existence of what Edward Shils has
called a 'civic culture', which alone can ensure stability without impeding the pace of
change. The special interest of Roy and
Sirsikar's studies lies in the fact that they
explore the nature of the political culture
of India from this point of view through
an enquiry into the value preferences of
voters with differing social and economic
backgrounds. This is a 'major innovation in
voting behaviour research' in India.
In the Poona parliamentary constituency,
Sirsikar found that 'Marathas were more in
favour of democracy, while Brahmins showed a p erceptible tendency towards authoritarianism'. Similarly, among the elite, 'white"
collar (salaried) voters favoured democracy
compared to voters from the business classes'. At the same time, 'faith in democracy
appears to decline with increase in education. The illiterates and high school educated
exhibit greater preference for democracy
while the highly educated tend towards authoritarianism in the case of both
the common and elite voters'. This would
seem to go counter to the earlier finding
about the attitude of white-collar voters and
those from the business class, and would
call for a more detailed enquiry, especially
on the basis of economic class. For Sirsikar
finds that lov,.-er income groups, which constitute an overwhelming majority of the
electorate, are generally in favour of democracy, while the higher in.come ones appear
to favour authoritarianism. Ramashray Roy
too is of the view that democratic institutions
have acquired a 'high degree of acceptabi~
Iity and legitimacy'. But-and this, again,
is interesting-it is only in Punjab that voters
have developed to a considerable extent 'the
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essential p<>litical traits that sustain and
support democratic institutions'.
In terms of issue-orientation, Roy finds
that UP is 'definitely against' while Bihar is
i11 favour of greater power to the state. As
to the behaviour of different age groups,
Bihar is closer to West Bengal and UP to
Punjab. The contribution that election propaganda makes to the formation of voting
choice is limited. Voting decisions cannot
be regaxded a · functions of the external
forces-propaganda, candidates and parties
-alone. They have a 'close relationship with
the value sh·ucture' of a community and of
individual groups. Since this value structure
varies from region to region, and within a
region from group to group, the impact of
propaganda is also different on different
target groups. Roy gives a quantitative idea
of the extent of this variation. According to
him '62 per cent of the respondents in Bihar
and 49 per cent in West Bengal make up
their minds towards the fag end of the campaign; the corresponding figures for UP and
Punjab are 40 per cent and 30 per cent respectively'. Secondly, no matter what the
party propagandists may say in public, the
strongest factor in dete1mining voting
choice is 'group pressures in UP, candidates
in West Bengal and pa rty loyalty in Punjab
and, to a lesser degree, in Bihar'. In Maharashtra party loyalty was not particularly
strong. A sizable minority of urban voters
and a majority of the elite voters exhibited
'strong candidate-orientation'. With rural
voters, caste and attitude of the head of the
family were the decisive factors.

and growing disillusionment with representative d emocracy over its inability to provide a clean administration and a sense of
political efficacy to the ordinary citizen. This
was mainly a failure of leadership, for which
even though the ruling party must be held
prinmrily responsible those of the opposition
cannot escape all blame. For ultimately the
failure lay .in the fact that the social and
cultural environment in which democratic
institutions have had to function in this
country is basically out of tune with the
spirit of democracy. This environment would
take time to change but, unlike other countries of the Third World, India has gone
through a long period of apprenticeship in
the working of democratic institutions and
the development of a civic culture appropriate to them. The breakdown of the democratic system, however short-lived it may
prove, is an indication of the weakness of
this culture. Along with the political elite,
the intellectual elite is also responsible for
this situation.
The problem of combining stability with
change can be satisfactorily solved only in
a culture in which the ordinary citizen is
not merely conscious of his rights and duties
but is willing to work and fight for them.
For, as Ramashray Roy quotes ·wendell
Phillips: 'Republics exist only on the tenure
of being constantly agitated. . . . Every
government is always growing corrupt . . ..
TI1e republic which sinks to sleep, trusting
constitutions and machinery, to politicians
and statesmen, for the safety of its liberties,
will never have any.' r\. republic which has a
developed civic culture does not sink to
ERTAIN questions arise in retrospect. sleep; the Indian republic has yet to
Both Roy and Sirsikar think that demo- accomplish this.
cratic institutions have acquired a considerA. B. SHAH
able degree of acceptability and legitimacy,
particularly
the ordinary voters. How
then is one to explain the recent seeming
Voters Only
breakdown of the system and the acceptThe Communist Parties of West Bengal by John
ance by the general public of the suspension Osgood Field and Marcus Franda, (Manohar Book
of their democratic liberties? True, the Service, 156 pp., Rs. 50)
Indian polity had b een steadily heading for
HERE is an increasing dislike of electoa crisis since 1967, and particularly from the
ral statistics and analysis. This is due to
middle of 1969. TI1e apparent cause was
the continuing failure on the economic front two reasons. First, most of the books pour-
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ing into the market on election studies make
the study clumsy by unreadable and unnecessary tables. (Often authors use statistical devices without knowing their meaning,
thanks to package programmes of the computer.) Such tables do not throw so much
as a single ray of light on election politics
or voting behaviour.
Also, there is the wide-spread belief that
elections are manipulated by money, bogus
voting, invisible ink, rigging, liquor and so
on. In short, elections are considered unpredictable, so that any exercise of electoral
analysis is meaningless.
The book under review breaks these
notions. Though the authors use only constituency data from 1962 to 1972, they are
not led away by statistics. They do not use
any unnecessmy statistical device to show
off their learning and sophistication. This
small study points out that 'elections in West
Bongal are not random exercises. Knowing how well a party has done in a previous
election tells us something-at times a great
deal-about its probable strength (or that of
an ally) in a subsequent election'. One may
agree or disagree with the interpretations of
the authors, but these are the two strong
points of this book.
Though they consider the parliamentary
system as bourgeois democracy, the electoral
participation of the CPI and CPM is not a
'comofulege' or a part-time activity designed to conceal more 'sinister conspirational'
games, but is now the 'central' concern of
most of the leaders and members of the
parties. The book examines the electoral data
of the Congress and the two Communist
parties in West Bengal from 1967 to 1972.
The CPI has worked as a ally of both the
CPM and the Congress, the two dominant
parties of the state. In 1967 and 1969 the
CPI was an ally of the CPM, and in 1971
and 1972, it supported the Congress against
the CPM. Latterly two left parties used all
their efforts against each other. 'Each party
succeeded in siphoning votes away from the
other... producing additional losses in the
. process.' The Congress obviously benefited
from their ,quarrels. And the CPI has lost
its base as well as cadres in West Bengal.
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The book points out that though the CPM
won as many as 113 seats in 1971, it has a
restricted geographical base in the state. It
enjoys 'dependable support' only in 32 of the
280 assembly constituencies. Hence, its performance in the elections fluctuated from
113 in 1971 to only 14 in 1972. On the other
hand, despite several limitations and a hotchpotch party organisation, the Congress has
a wide support base. The electoral figures
suggest that the Congress has maintained
fairly high support levels in a large percentage of the constituencies. 'The most striking
aspect of the Congress profile, however, is
its 'dependability' of 96 to 240 constituencies, which makes the Congress clearly the
party to beat in most constituencies in the
state most of the time.'
All the opposition parties, believing in
electoral politics have to face this fact
squarely. It is easy to raise anti-Congress
slogans, or to win a few more seats and
power by forming a Janata Front, but without a strong institutional base and dependable support victory remains temporary.
GHA.J.~SHYAM SHAH

Keeping the Peace
The United Nations and Collective Security by
K. P. Saksena (D. K. Publishing House, 420 pp.,
Rs. 75)

Security is the means by
COLLECTIVE
which the world, sickened by the ravages
of the two World Wars, hoped to eradicate
war and all that it entails.
Mr Saksena begins by tracing the vicissitudes of the concept of collective security
from the days of the League of Nations and
how it failed to live up to expectations. The
second chapter deals with efforts to incorporate the lessons learnt from the League
experiment in drawing up the UN Charter
while, at the same time, recognising the
realities of the power structure that emerged
out of World War IL The remaining
chapters examine the numerous breaches of
peace that have occurred till now and how
the UN succeeded or failed in applying the
principle of collective security effectively.

91

How aoes collective security work? In
theory, whenever there is a breach of peace
or if aggression has taken place, the nations
of the world unite and go to the aid of the
victim. Trade and economic sanctions are
used against 't he aggressor. Thus a combination of moral opprobium and physical
measures including the use of arms is suppused to bring the aggressor to his knees.
In fact, the prospect of certain massive collective retaliation of the world would deter
adventurism on any nation's part, if not altogether banish war from the face of the
earth.
The snags are obvious. How do you define
a breach of peace or aggression? How do
you know who fired the first shot? What
happens if there is no agreement as to who
the aggressor is and what_action is to be
taken? What is the role of sub-systems such
as NATO in the overall system of collective
security? How do you square all this with
the concept of sovereignty of a country?
Mr Saksena analyses carefully and painstakingly all the major conflicts from the
standpoint of the principles of collective
security enshrined in the UN Charter. His
conclusions are naturally not startling. This
is no reflection on the author but the facts
of life cannot be ignored. The UN signally
failed in cases where the two superpowers
thought that their vital interests were threatened. Riding on the crest of anti-colonialism, there was significant success where colonial situations were involved. In the case of
civil wars-for example, Nigeria and Bangladesh-there was little that the UN could do
to avert bloodshed.
The peace-keeping efforts of the UN were
perhaps most successful in the Congo. A
number of factors were responsible. First,
an energetic Secretary General ( Dag
Hammerskjold) who was not afraid to step
outside his brief; secondly, a thaw in the cold
war between the two s~perpowers; thirdly,
an enlarged membership of the Third World
in the UN General Assembly wanted a more
vigorous role for the UN peace-keeping
force.
In the final analysis, major and long-drawn
out conflicts are no longer possible not be-

causa of any system of collective security
but because of the realisation that neither
superpower has much to gain by upsetting
the status quo. The balance of nuclear deterrence has made a global war unthinkable.
The two superpowers are, therefore, territorially contented and see to it that conflicts
are localised and terminated as quickly as
possible. Bush-fire type of situations will
continue to arise in future and the advantage
will lie with the aggressor.
Only one criticism about the book: Infelicitous expressions can be found in quite a
few places.

s. PRABHALA

Horror Story
The Virgin Fish of Babughat by Lokenath Bhattacharya (Arnold Heinemann, 160 pp,, Rs. 20)

In the good society
Morbid art's not necessary
Its sick subhuman voice
comes from Kafka, Proust and Joyce
Roy Fuller

NOW add to the list the name of Mr Lokenath Bhattacharya. He has conceived a
prison life where people are forced to stay
naked. At night men and women inmates are
locked up at random-naked of course. Once
they tried to wrap themselves up with towels
and got beaten. The panoply and the scaffolding of a socially relevant and an arty novel
are all there-a prison, nakedness, loss of
identity and children spawned by a community of fathers resulting in a further loss
of identity. But does the novel succeed in
carrying this vision across to the reader,
making the worJd he has created authentic,
·
convincing?
The novel is written in the first person and
the writer wonders if his name is Aparesh
or Akhilesh or Animesh? Any visions the
reader may have conjured up of a postaccident loss of memory common in Hindi
movies should be dispelled because this is
Kafka street and not R.K. Studios. Every
day Aparesh is made to write by the powers
who preside over this unreal s~t-np. 'Our
individual pasts may be various' says
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Aparesh, 'but the present and future have
become one for all of us. I can t~ll you in
this camp there is not a single bitch...with
whom I or any other man has not cohabited'.
Everyone is stricken with apathy. Pregnant
women move about indifferently with their
eyes like those of dead fish. This reminds the
author of how his mother had asked him to
bring fish without roe. When he asked the
fish vendor if the hilsa he had bought had
any eggs within the fellow had chuckled
and told the boy, 'Eggs? Don't make me
laugh, sir, these are virgin fish from Babughat'. Hence the title of the book.
Fifty adults have fifty rooms, though at
night half of them are unoccupied because
men and women are compelled to pair off
at random. Aparesh spends his nights with
two adolescent girls and t\vo old women.
He is at pains to show how 'with proper
training a respectable creature like man can
attain total animality'. 'They' provide everything, shaving blades, perfumes, food. The
material comforts are well looked after and
all along the reader suspects that the novel
is a blow-up of the cliche that howsoever
well provided you are, life is worthless without freedom, identity and what have you.
Yes, it is almost as banal as that!
The reason why the author was brought
to the prison is given in three cryptic lines.
'I was a writer and the authorities here did
not approve of some of my work. Therefore
suddenly one morning I was handcuffed and
put on a truck. blindfolded, and brought
here'. It is the kind of martyr complex every
vvriter has. Where is the author who would
not give anything to be a hero in the
Solzhenitsyn mould?
We are not told why the others are there.
At times he thinks that they are brought
here to play ·the role of stud l:mlls ancl produce these children. It is by no means a
novel that glorifies dissent. And there are
cliches galore: 'When we shall be wiped
away, sacrificed at the altar of history, then
a new chapter in the life of the nation: will
start through these young men'.
In this milieu a fleeting affair with Chan7
drima comes like a breath of fresh air. She is
beautiful, something out of Konarak, he
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thinks. He desctibes her in flashes of poetcy.
'In her clark hair she setmed to carry all the
trees of the night.' And suddenly he asks
her if they could make a home of their own
once they left the prison. She gives a noncommittal reply. Later he is tortured by
doubts that perhaps she is married already.
A chapter is devoted to the day the inmates were brought to the prison, how 'they'
aimed pistols at the faces of th e prisoners,
b lindfolded them and put them in the van.
The drive through the birdless country, the
arrival at the camp (full of birds) the stripping of the inmates with the guards rolling
in laughter follows. Chandrima has the
temerity to slap a guard and is the first to
have her clothes torn off.
Another chapter is devoted to a feast
which is spread out on the table. However,
the guards throw all the eats on the ground.
The end is abrupt and cruel. A rumour goes
round-no details are given-that the inmates
are going to be set free. Then Chandrima
'whose hair is the wide moonless sky of
darkness, whose b:ody is a fe1tile paddy
field' botches it all up . She kills her baby
with a razor blade. \Vhv she does it is never
made clear, though a hint is given that she
wanted to give birth to a human being and
not to an animal. Earlier in the book the
children are made to look like heartless little
monsters. vVe are left with the vague impression that the inmates are punished for the
crime and not set free. There is also a hint
that this is what the authorities wanted-to
degrade the inmates totally and bring them
to a sub-human level. The guards must have
been satisfied in the end. So was I, frankly.
Through sheer grit and determination I had
managed to wade through these 160 pages
even if it took me four long n1onths to do .so.
An air of stuffy pretentiousness . hangs
around portions of the book The book is
written as a monologue. At every conceivable
pretext the author tries to philosophise. Take
the first few lines of his chapter E-5. 'Add the
first name Tarini to his Chakrabarty, and I
could have guessed even without looking
at him that he must be an old man. He really
is, but what is old age- what are its signs?
Does old age appear in the forehead, in the

eyes, in the Wiinkled skin or in the grey hair?
Or is old age merely the weight of experience gathered through a certain number of
years and the mark that it leaves on the mind
and body? I don't know the answers, and
what a tragedy it is that I should unnecessarily puzzle myself with these questions.'
Precisely. What has this superfluous, shallow
dissertation on old age done for the book?
The manner in which he narrates the
story is infuriating. On p. 50 Tarini runs in
to tell the author what the old woman has
done with the pin. It is not till p. 57 that we
learn that the old woman was pricking herself with the pin all over her body and giggling away madly. On P. 62 the argument
is advanced that the pin had come from the
'outside world,' that it was a forbidden
object here and that is why the old woman
had gone nuts over it. Yes, but could it not
all have been compressed?
But his scheme of things itself is questionable. One cannot easily fathom at the end of
the book what exactly Mr Bhattacharya is
getting at. Is it about a relentless system
that smothers the identity of the individual?
Is it about the breakdo~n of social values
and a young generation uncared for by its
parents? He tells us that 'now the relationship (between mother and child) seems to
consist only of an occasional slap or an ill
tempered shout.' Later he hints: 'they (the
guards) are very careful about the wellbeing of the foetus, because each child is a
future soldier, an addition to their hateful
army'-the state indulging in a mass production of children.
While there are numerous novels in this
genre in the West, here Mr Bhattacharya
has surely broken new ground. Through
accidents of history in the recent past in
India the book gathers about it an added
socio-political relevance. But in an age
which has witnessed gas chambers and the
Gestapo, not to speak of the Gulag, depicting an evil system at work demands professional expertise of a very high order. A
growl here a grimace there and viciousness
all over is not enough. The only representatives of the 'system' one sees in the novel
are those lowly, nameless guards, all reduced

to a type. Perhaps that is the intention, but
one tires of types after a while. The abstruse
macabre atmosphere, the touch of insidious evil which Western novelists of this
genre give to the most commonplace events
are missing. The system looks contrived and
does not have a momentum of its own. The
trouble about the book is that it aspires to
the heavyweight class and the only terms of
reference one easily recalls are Kafka,
Solzhenitsyn and others. That is very unfair to Mr Lokenath Bhattacharya. He has
broken fresh ground here and will no doubt
collect a host of emulators.
A word about the translator, Meenakshi
Mukerjee. She has done an extremely neat
job. And a word about the get-up of the
book: it is splendid.
KEKI N. DARUWALLA

Describing Home-Town
Calcutta Photograph s by Raghubir Singh. Text
by Joseph Lelyveld. (Perennial Press, Hong Kong,
128 pp., $19.50).

first thing to be said about this book
T HE
is that it is very good value. US $19.50
is not a small sum, but considering the prices
charged for some of our shoddy local productions, it can be considered a very fair
price for the goods offered here. Visualiy and
texturally it is fit to grace the best coffee
tables in the world. It may be recalled as a
cheering fact that the publisher, too, is an
Indian, albeit domiciled in Hong Kong. The
work of the photographer, writer and publisher has meshed closely, and the consumer
gets his money's worth, whether the purpose of the outlay has been mere aesthetic
enjoyment or a real desire to get some 'insights' about Calcutta.
Joseph Lelyveld has been Calcutta-watching for some years, especially while he was
posted in Delhi in 18£6-69, and his involvement with its destiny is obvious. He seems
to have had conversations with every type
in the city-from the rickshaw-pullers to
the policemen, intellectuals and government
officials. He weaves together personal experiences and anecdotes, researched infor-
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mation and objective analysis and explanation, and places his facts and opinions
squarely in position against his larger knowledge of the Indian condition. Helped by
his newsman's capacity to absorb and internalize knowledge, he can deftly disentangle
that which is general to India, that which is
special to Bengal, and that which is peculiar
to Calcutta.
A good way to describe the values of the
average Bengali is to describe his particular
folk heroes. The supreme hero, is of course,
Subhas Chandra Bose, whom Lelyveld calls
a 'hopelessly inept imitation of a soldierwho was, on the face of it, singularly unsuccessful in everything he attempted .. .'. He
is revered all over Bengal and. enormous
posters of his chubby face still mingle with
the cinema hoardings on Calcutta streets.
Mahatma Gandhi, on the other hand, is
simply ignored in Calcutta, unlike the rest
of India, where he is 'revered and ignored'.
Mr Lelyveld is not 'discreet'. He mentions
people and sources by name, he is direct,
vigorous and outspoken. 'There is no place
on earth where more people work so hard
doing so little that is necessary or productive .... Vast legions that have no hope of
regular employment and so must invent livelihoods for themselves out of nothing in
order to survive... .' This is of course, true
of many of our bigger cities; but obviously
it is truest of Calcutta.
As for the sights of the city, he hardly
needs to describe them. ' ... a habit of not
seeing distasteful facts has more to do generally with callousness than sensitivity,
specially in Calcutta, where such callousness is an obvious first line of defence.' And
'radical Bengali intellectuals who make this
the only Indian city that you would ever
think of calling cosmopolitan, stand ready
to discuss any subject under the tropical
sun except the amelioration of the stifling,
intolerable conditions in which they pass
their lives'. But this, surely, is not a Bengali
speciality. It belongs to all India. In a recent
article, Nissim Ezekiel speaks of the same
thing: 'Our actual day to day lives and our
conduct are often at variance with alleged
ideals. We do not easily perceive the conQtrES'f

tradiction because it is painful to do so. It
is comforting to allow our allegiance to remain in the exalted sphere of ideas, while
the realities of our manifested motives follow
their own logic.'
No account of any part of India can make
sense to a foreigner unless it is also explained in terms of the politics which lie behind
every situation. And Calcutta politics,
through it Bengal politics, and even the
Delhi politics which lie beyond it, are described tersely but lucidly, so that even the
uninformed has the illusion that he understands. Mr Lelyveld met and talked to them
all-the Naxalites, the West Bengal Youth
Congress leaders whose 'president . . . had
already learned, at the age of 29, to exude
the self-importance and rudeness that are
expected of Indian ministers.' For all his
brisk wit which permeates every page, Mr
Lelyveld's analyses are always perceptive,
balanced and, in short, right. If one has to
read unpalatable things about one's own
country, it is only fair that they should be
well written. But the finest sentence of all
is a Bengali creation quoted from the journal
Frontiers: 'Ours is indeed a country of high
thinking and lumpen living.
Mr Raghubir Singh's photographs closely
follow the tone of the text, although it must
have been, in fact, the text which followed
the photographs. Is it possible to make very
beautiful pictures out of very ugly
scenes? Apparently yes. By using Coil's best
light and a lot of lenses Mr Singh manages
to produce superbly lovely pictures of
misery and degradation. He takes us right
through Calcutta, slum by slum. vVe begin
with the view from the third floor of a tenement, looking down at the tangle of tram
cars, horse carriages, human rickshaws, people, hoardings. A little later we have progressed to the slum which once used to be
the marble palace of some big shot, now the
habitat of pariah dogs and garbage, although
the family continues to live there. He has
some pictures of the affiuent as well, the
polo game seen from between the scarlet
police turbans, the heavily bajewelled lady
at the races-all these gathered together in
one final all-embracing photograph-of a
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political meeting with millions of heads in
the maidan.
Social comment, in fact, is Mr Raghubir
Singh's strong suit, just as it is Mr Lelyveld's.
The other strong suit is the personality with
which he manages to invest the people in
his pictures. The people in his photographs
are not just people, but familiar and recognizable persons, whose character is almost
described by the picture. Perhaps it is the
trick of literally catching the eye of the
person, so that we find ourselves meeting
his glance; perhaps it is a trick of snapping
the eloquent posture, or the telling gesture.
The captions are minimal, but each photograph tells an eloquent story of the irony,
the contradictions, the confusions, the hopelessness and above all, unbelievableness of
Calcutta. You have to have a keen wit as
well as fine technology to do that.
LAEEQ FUTEHALLY

Mystique
Raja Rao by C. D. Narasimhaiah (Arnold Heinemann, Rs. 13.50).

pROFESSOR C. D. Narasimhaiah considers Raja Rao to be the most significant writer writing in English today
because of his metaphysical concerns,
Indian sensibility and technical innovations. Raja Rao's The Serpent and the Rope
is metaphysical because it treats India as an
idea of the Absolute, and idea of Eternity.
Professor Narasimbaiah thinks that bv
doing this Raja Rao has enlarged the frontiers of the fictional form itself and justified
the name of an innovator. It does not occur
to him that Raja Rao has merely added one
more book on the mystique of India and
that it gives us an idea of what Raja Rao
means by Eternity but no understanding of
the problems of the millions living here.
The novel deals with social conditions and
human relationships under a given set of
circumstances and as such it is still the most
popular form of literature. Any attempt to
make it esoteric will result in restricting its
frontiers rather than enlarging them.
Rao's The Serpent and the Rope abounds

in statements such as, 'It is your belief in
the lack of light that makes the night. But
the day always is. Evil is a superstition, the
name of a shadow'. These statements are
taken to be profound philosophical statements and therefore, according to Narasimhaiah, Mr Raja Rao has demonstrated in
very convincing terms, in tern1s of fiction,
that human relationships, no less than man's
union with the Absolute, are the result not
of bridges on rivers or bridge parties but
the 'temporary suspension' over ' gurgling
space' and 'alone with silence' ( p. 129) .
The Eternal, the Absolute, the temporary
suspension, gurgling space!! Are we never
going to be cured of them?
Professor Narasimhaiah raises a lot of din
about Rao's Indian sensibility which is
mainly thinking like this : 'India was wonderful to me. It was like a juice that one is supposed to drink to conquer or to reach the
deathless juice of rare Jasmine' ( p. 122) .
One wonders what Raja Rao wants to say
here and what it is that Narasimhaiah approves of.
Raja Rao's technical innovations mean
changing English idioms into Indian ones.
For instance, 'nip in the bud' is changed into
'crush it in the seed'. Narasimhaiah justifies this in the following manner: 'The
English say "nip in the bud", but Raia Rao,
perhaps because of its aesthetically offensive
imagery in the Indian context, has recourse
to the Indian idiom "crush it in the seed"
which will not fail to have its startlin<1; effect
in an agricultural community' ( p 71). 'Nip
in the bud' is aesthetically offensive and
'crush it in the seed' will not fail to have its
startling effect in an agricultural society!
What is one to say about such statements?
Professor Narasimhaiah thinks that Raja
Rao's writing is free from hypocrisy and
unnaturalness which one finds in most
fiction-writing in Europe and America and
to prove his point he compares the opening
passage of Camus 'The Outsider - 'Today
my mother died or perhaps yesterday. I
don't know. I received a telegram from
home: "Mother deceased. Burial tomorrow.
Sincere condolences." - with the following
paragraph in the Serpent and the Rope: 'She
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died, they say, having sent someone to the amazing success considering that a short
goldsmith, asking if my hair-flower were story has been made to accommodate such
1eady. When she died they covered her with diverse material as Conceptualism, Nominwhite flowers-they took me to the burning alism, Poetry Vocables, Space, Peter
ghat. They shaved me completely, and Abelard, T olstoy, Gandhi, Hitler, Sorbonwhen they returned they gave me Bengal nian Cat, Swan, and the Indian epics.' Does
gram and some sweets. I could not under- a story become an amazing success just
stand what had happened. Nor do I under- because it accommodates such diverse matestand it now. I know my mother, my mother rial? Would it l1ave become still more sucGauri, is not dead, and yet I am an orphan. cessful if Rao had included a few more
Am I always going to be an orphan?' (p. 84). names and isms?
Professor Narasimhaiah has something to
In an attempt to rate Rao higher than Western writers Narasimhaiah says: 'Here is no say about Haja Rao's use of the English
preoccupation vith a sick conscience as in language. Talking about Hao's power of
the novels, in different degrees, of Camus, evocation he savs : 'A whole character comes
Moravia, Greene and Silone; nor any shak- to life in one phrase- Iron-Shop Inam Khan
ing of man's faith into an "abyss of nihil- gun in hand and fire in his eyes-and a whole
ism". If we were to go by what Narasimhaiah social milieu gets summed up in "Kitchen
says we would have to stop reading all Queen" for the Indian Woman' ( p. 72).
Obviously, Professor Narasimhaiah's book
Western writers and only swear by Raja
Rao.
on Haja Rao is an extension of the mystique
Talking about Raja Rao's short stories of Raja Rao.
RAMLAL AGARWAL
Professor Narasimhaiah says: 'Nimka is an
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